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ENERGY ECONOMICS INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


DENMARK, FINLAND, SWEDEN EXPRESS INTEREST IN NORWAY'S GAS 
Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 10 Feb 82 p 19 
[Article: "Common Line Sought"] 


[Text] The large gas deposits along the coast of Northern Norway and the conduct- 
ing of a gas pipeline from there through Sweden to Central Europe became the cen- 
tral issue of liscussion at a meeting of the Ministerial Council of Nordic Coun- 
tries in Helsinki. 


The energy- and industry ministers of the five Nordic countries discussed oil- and 
gas cooperation in the Nordic area. 


The discussion concerned a recent report on natural gas in the Nordic area, which 
was compiled by the ministerial council. The ministers have given their subordi- 
nates the task of continuing negotiations on this issue. 


If gas deposits are found in amounts sufficient for commercial purposes outside 

of Northern Norway, it is very probable that the gas will be brought ashore in Nor- 
thern Norway and then transported by pipeline to Sweden, Denmark, and Central Eu- 
rope, but also possibly to Finland. 


Trade and Industry Minister Pirkko Tyolajarvi stated that it is still too early 
on the part of Finland to make any kind of concrete plans. 


According to Tyolajarvi the issue must be considered from the point of view as to 
whether Finnish firms such as Rautaruukki and Kemira, for example, will have an 
interest in being included in this project. 


Sweden Is Interested 


Sweden's Industry Minister Nils G. Asling was optimistic about the gas pipeline 
project. 


"The gas finds in Northern Norway have made the conducting of a pipeline through 
Sweden to Denmark more attractive than before," stated Asling. 


This pipeline would cost approximately 25 billion kronor. According to a prelimi- 
nary schedule the pipeline would be completed in 1990. This would presuppose that 
a decision on the routing of the pipeline would be made by 1984 already. 




















In January of next year the Swedish government will receive a recommendation from 
the state-owned electric power firm, Vattenfallil, as to how the pipeline project 
should be accomplished. 


The Swedish Water Administration has confirmed that the planning of a 2,000-kilo- 
meter long natural gas pipeline alone will cost 150 million kronor. 


Negotiations With the Soviet Union ) 


Sweden is also conducting negotiations with the Soviet Union concerning the deli- 
very of natural gas to Sweden via Finland. 


Asling stated that these negotitions are still continuing. A report which Swedegas 
was to have given at the beginning of the year is still not complete. It will ap- 
parently be postponed until next summer or fall. 


Denmark is also developing its own natural gas network. The plan is to conduct 
gas from Danish fields in the North Sea to the continent and possibly from there 
to Southern Sweden in 1984. The cost of the network has been estimated to be 2 
billion Danish kroner. 


The ministerial council also reached an agreement on a work plan, which deals with 
the supervision of industrial cooperation among the Nordic countries. 


Export Credits Discussed 


The work plan will also deal with the export credit problem in the trade between 
the Nordic countries, which has recently aroused a considerable fuss. 


Sweden has protested Finnish exports credits. These export credits which enjoy 
state support give the Finns a special price advantage on the Swedish markets, com- 
plain the Swedes. 


Sweden has presented a proposal to the governments of Finland and Norway which would 
eliminate state export support from trade between these three Nordic countries. 


Asling now stated that his opinions presented with respect to the export credit 
issue have not been too dramatic. 





He has noted that the Finns are more competitive and that they receive an export 
credit which the Swedes cannot match. 


According to Tyolajarvi the chief problems lie in the differences in interest le- 
vels. The Finns also have corresponding arrangements in trade conducted witu many 
other countries. 


The Goteborg railroad car transaction was not included in the ministerial council's 
agenda since this according to Tyolajarvi is not a forum for bilateral issues. 
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ECONOMIC INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


FRENCH, GERMANS SEEK SOLUTION TO ROTORS FOR SIBERIAN PIPELINE 
Paris L'USINE NOUVELLE in French 21 Jan 82 p 41 
[Article by Francois Roche: "Siberian Gas Pipeline: Risks of Freezing"] 


[Text] Without rotors, no turbines; without turbines, no compres- 
sion stations; without the stations, no gas pipeline between the 
USSR and Europe. But it is the Americans who hold the licenses 
for these rotors. What can France and the FRG do? 


The American embargo on exports of high-technology products to the USSR, received 
with general indifference at first, could eventually strike a sharp blow against 
industrial cooperation between Europe and Moscow. The stakes are nothing less than 
the future of the contract for the supplying of Soviet gas to France and tl FRG. 
The United States has always been hostile to this contract and has not failed to 
say so very clearly, notably in Ottawa, in July of last year. The Polish affair 
has given it an excellent pretext for joining action to words. 


The intermediary instrument is General Electric. Last September, Creusot-Loire and 
Mannesman signed a very important contract fur Fr 5 billion, involving the delivery 
of 22 compression stations to be installed along the gas pipeline. The English 
firm Jonn Brown and the FRG company AEG [Universal Electricity Company], licensees 
of General Electric, were to supply the gas turbines for the stations installed by 
Creusot-Loire and Mannesman. But these licensees do not make the rotor, the cen- 
tral part of the turbine, which was to be furnished by General Electric. The Amer- 
ican group being refused the licenses for exportation of these rotors, it therefore 
makes it impossible for its two licensees to fulfill their commitments. 


With the problem posed, the various possible solutions have to be envisioned. The 

most obvious one is to find a supplier of rotors to take the place of General Elec- 
tric. There is only one: the Alsthom group, which, for reasons of anteriority, is 

the only one that has a complete license for fabrication of the turbine and the ro- 
tor. Furthermore, Alsthom has signed with the USSR a contract for Fr 400 million, 

involving the delivery of 40 rotors; but their intended use is not precisely clear. 
They were originally intended to serve as spares. They are a far cry from the 140 

turbines in question. 


The Embargo Costs the United States Almost Nothing 


For the year 1981, the Alsthom group produced 15 turbines of 25 MW and 4 turbines 
of 90 MW. Its order book is full for 2 years, and even the "small" Russian con- 














tract requires it to make new investments. Taking over from General Electric would 
necessitate construction of a new factory and the acquisition of very sophisticated 
tooling--a decision that could be taken only at the level of the governmental au- 
thorities, since Alstkon is a subsidiary of the CGE [General Electricity Company]. 


The second solution would be for the United States to cancel the embargo. This ap- 
proach is not being taken. For the time being, the White House is vigorously de- 
fending the embargo, which furthermore is costing the country practically nothing 
($175 million for the General Electric rotors and $80 million for Caterpillar, 
which was to furnish pipeline-laying equipment). 


Caspar Weinberger, the American Secretary of Defense, writes in a recent issue of 
the WALL STREET JOURNAL: "The industrialists have to understand that the long-term 
interest of our security takes priority over the short-term interest of their 
stockholders." 


In the Elysee, vigilant attention is bein devoted to this matter. All the solu- 
tions are being considered--in particular, construction of these famous rotors by 
Alsthom. An expensive operation, to be sure, but as it is stressed in the presi- 
dent's entourage, it would offer the advantage of creating jobs zad of not jeopar- 
dizing our gas supply. It would also be to choose political confrontation with 
Washington. The consequences of this are being weighed also. 


One thing is certain: the signing of the contract for supplying of Siberian gas 
will not be facilitated by this. The directors of Soyuzgaz are presently in Paris 
for price discussions. The uncertainties about the supplying of the equipment are 
certainly not a positive element. If the contract were delayed, Frince would not 
suffer too much, at least until 1985, since by stocking measures and because of the 
flexibility of the Dutch contract, the 3 or 4 billion cubic meters that the USSR 
was to furnish starting in 1984 could be compensated for. This would be less sure 
from 1987 on, when the USSR is supposed to deliver 8 billion cubic meters. 


The Activities of Entire Enterprises Jeopardized 


Finally, in the industrial groups, in the government and in the administrative de- 
partments in France and in the FRG, this affair gives rise to excruciating reflec- 
tion: years of difficult negotiation, the activities of entire enterprises (the 
strictly French part of the Siberian gas-pipeline equipment represents 20 million 
hours of work) can be jeopardized for lack of mastery of a technology from one end 
of the chain to the other. This is true as regards the gas turbines, but true for 
the compressors also. Even though, for this contract, the compressors can be manu- 
factured entirely in France, they are manufactured by Creusot-Loire under American 
license from the American firm Cooper, and by Dresser France, a subsidiary of the 
group of the same name whose headquarters is in--the United States. 


This is a political-industrial imbroglio with very serious implications for the in- 
dependence of West Europe--which explains why Helmut Schmidt and Francois Mitter- 
rand are taking a step toward one another, to such an extent that in the Elysee, 
Franco-FRG industrial cooperation to take the place of defaulting General Electric 
would not be ruled out. 
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ECONOMIC BELGIUM 


DE CLERCQ ON BUDGET, SAVINGS, DEVALUATION 
Brussels LE SOIR in French 23-24 Jan 82 p 2 


[Report on interview with Vice Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Willy De 
Clercq by Guy Dupas: "If We Manage Public Finances Differently there Will Be No 
Talk of Devaluation"; date and place of interview not given | 


[ Text | Are we going to sweat blood to allow the government to 
work toward a reduced imbalance between the state's income and 
expenditures? That is probable. Willy De Clercq, vice prime 
minister and minister of finance, confirmed that to limit the 
current deficit to 200 billion francs as prescribed in the go- 
vernment declaration, the gap to bs absorbed at a purely bud- 
getary level is on the order of 120 to 130 billion francs. 

But it is clear that he did not include in that figure the 
probable 39 billion franc deficit in social security. Hence, 
undoubtedly, the priority action which threatens the AMI 
Health and Disability Insurance] payments, the unemployment 
benefits and the pensions... 


It has been said and it has been repeated: the drawing up of the budget is not 
only the government's first "headache," but definitely its first "nasty business..." 


With his PSC [Social Shristian Party (Walloon) ] colleague Philippe Maystadt, Willy 
De Clerca has the perilous advantage of being in the center -- or should we say at 
the bottom -- of the question. If he is worried, he really does not show it. Ra- 
ther, the tone he uses, the words he pronounces are those of a man who is aware of 
the difficulty, but who is confident in the policy -- in the change in policy -- 
set by the new coalition. 


Tax Bill 


Should an increase of the tax bill be included? "The continued increase of the tax 
pressure produces domestic difficulties instead of providing a remedy for the in- 
balance of public finances," he said. "This kills initiative, the taste for risks 
and for efforts, and burdens the productivity and competitiveness of enterprises 
with debts... Through induced efforts, investments, the creation of jobs, in fact 
economic growth, suffer from it. And everything has negative repercussions on the 
budget if expenditures are not brought under control." This is what the vice prime 
minister refers to as ‘the policy of the worst, which has brought us where we are," 
and inescapably calls for the change which is now in progress. 




















First uf all, through timely measures: "Lower taxes ~~" more favorable deprecia- 
tion for enterprises, and for private individuals .ugher ceilings on separate tax 
returns for married couples and on cumulative taxation." 


Next, through a "more fundamental reform which will be implemented in 1983..." 


Mr De Clercq recognized that, considering the goal of revitalizing the economy, the 
state would thus undoubtedly give up some of its immediate receipts. Which assumes 
a cutback in expenditures, because it basically comes down to a reduction of the 
budgetary deficit over a period of 4 years,from today's 16 percent to 2 percent of 
the gross national product (approximately 3,600 billion francs). 


Indexing and Transfers 


Retrenchments then ... "Without touching the most disadvantaged, without social 
security,” admitted our interlocutor, who added: "We must achieve a social secu- 
rity system which is simultaneously more just, more equitable and less expensive, 
by rethinking the granting of benefits on the basis of the ability of those eligible 
to make contributions, of the family situation, etcetera." 


Unemployment and retirement be.\efits calculated on the basis of the income situa- 
tion of the household rather than of the individual beneficiary? This idea is dear 
to the liberals. And it is certainly a possibility which, based on what Willy De 
Clercq said, cannot be excluded. A possibility, nearly a probability... A point 
about which in any case there is no doubt at all, is the soon to be implemented 
moderation of wage indexing. 


"If this reform were not stimulating for the competitiveness of enterprises, thus 
for their propensity to invest and to create jobs, it would not be worth institut- 
ing,” admitted the minister of finance. "But most economic studies stress the han- 
dicap represented by the rigidity of the current formula," he added. It will no 
doubt be necessary to wait for the final determination of the forms this will take, 
to be able to evaluate precisely what impact it will have on income and expendi- 
tures, as any deceleration of the nominal growth of income would also be translated 
in tax depreciations because of the blind progressiveness of the tax rate. But, 
our interlocutor recalled, it is estimated "that on the side of expenditures, any 
crossing of an index point costs the state budget 15 billion francs over a 12 month 
period." 


Savings and Sacrifices 


However, wage indexing and transfers to households are not the sole targets of the 
government in looking for savings. "We have to make cuts all along the line," 
stressed Willy De Clercq. "In the operational costs of the state apparatus, in the 
transfers to subordinate authorities (editor's note: municipal funds?), in the 
transfers to public and private enterprises..." 


The welfare state of the lame ducks? "That is no longer possible." The state as 
an employer? "It must give an example." Willy De Clercq insisted that aid to en- 
terprises can be granted "only on the basis of justified economic conditions." 
Which means a cost reduction, increased productivity, and improved management. 








"For the so-called national sectors (steel, textiles, shipbuilding, mining and 
glassware) we will proceed through the implementation of the special powers," ad- 
mitted the minister. 


Is this true for Cockerill-Sambre too? "Within the framework of and respect for 
the European commitments, the government has stated its desire to carry the re- 
structuring of the steel industry through to a successful conclusion. Competitive- 
ness and productivity have to be restored by reducing the structural surplus capa- 
city for production. In this respect, the effort demanded from the workers will be 
identical, proportionately speaking, to the effort demanded elsewhere." In an 
aside, Willy De Clercq specified that there is no conflict situation with the banks 
concerning the financing of Cockerill-Sambre, but rather negotiations to look for 
an equitable distribution of the risks. "If we don't succeed, the commitments to- 
ward the sector will be met, even if it means finding financial resources other 
than in the banks," he said. 


Devaluation? No Remedy. 


And if all of that turned out not to be sufficient? A devaluation? 


"If we don't change course," warned the minister of finance, “this will not be a 
remedy but a fact, a sanction involving an imposed and not managed re-balancing of 
the economy. If we were to take action to rectify the situation, this measure 
would increase the costs (the cost of repayment and of interest) of the foreign 
debt, which has already reached 338 billion francs or 16 percent of the total debt’ 


"What we need to do," said Willy De Clercq, “is to manage the public finances dif- 
ferently. To progressively absorb the foreign deficit which, to a large extent, 
follows from the deficit of public finances in general." 


"It is this," he believes, "which should spare us from having recourse to changes 
in the exchange rate which, to have some technical effectiveness, should be rela- 
tively significant." 


Fifteen or 20 percent?... 


To tighten one's belt, to clench one's fists, to grit one's teeth? Evidently... 
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ECONOMIC | FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


NEW FOREIGN INVESTMENT STRATEGY VIEWED 
Paris L'USINE NOUVELLE in French 14 Jan 82 pp 43-45 
[Article by Patrick Stephan: "The New German Strategy Abroad"] 


[Text] The Federal Republic of Germany's slowness in establishing itself abroad 
is explained by the absolute priority given to domestic investments during the 
phase of rebuilding the German economy (1945-1965) and the confiscation of most 

of its assets following World War II. It did not resume investments outside the 
country until 1958, and the trend did not truly take off until 1968. As a result, 
in contrast to the countries with a longer foreign investment tradition, such as 
Great Britain or the United States, it has always had a negative financial balance, 
with the amount of capital leaving the country not yet balancing the foreign ex- 
change income resulting from such commitments. 


These obstacles have not prevented it from progressing rapidly as the mark gained 
in value and as the German economy came to occupy dominant positions in certain 
sectors such as chemistry or machine construction, well accompanied by the banking 
relay. Since 1974, for the first time since the war, West German investments 
abroad have exceeded foreign investments in the Federal Republic, with the gap 
steadily growing until in 1980, it reached nearly 6 billion marks. 


At the end of 1979, a report from the Economic ‘and Social Council on an overall 
evaluation of the investments of the main industrialized countries involving 

1.6 trillion francs places West Germany in third place, with 60 billion marks 
(140 billion francs), or 9 percent, behind Great Britain,with 25 billion pounds 
Sterling (250 billion francs), or 16 percent, and the United States, with 

$192 billion (some 800 billion francs), or 50 percent. France's share does 

not exceed 5 percent, behind the Netherlands and Switzerland. With the exception 
of Belgium, Spain and Greece, where France's share represents over 10 percent of 
the foreign investments, it is below 6 percent in most other countries. "France 
therefore has a long way to go before having an industrial infrastructure on a 
par with its position in the field of international trade (fourth world exporter), 
the report emphasizes. 


What has happened? And how is one to explain this astonishing annual growth of 
10 percent registered in 1980 (78.4 billion marks in stock accumulated by the 
end of June 1981)? The reasons have to do with the new elements of international 




















trade: The need for access to sources of energy and raw materials following the 
oil crises, the irreversible rise of protectionism, the emergence of low-wage 
countries now industrializing lead exporters to invest abroad. These reasons are 
also linked to the characteristics of the German economy itself, which has had to 
overcome the double handicap of successive revaluations and prohibitive wage costs. 
By establishing themselves in large numbers, the German firms are not only aiming 
at reacting to monetary fluctuations, but also at taking advantage of the strength 
of the mark, unbeaten in taking control of local enterprises. 


The results of this plan of action can be observed in the figures. There was a 
strong acceleration in investments in 1973, when they doubled in volume, going 
from 2.8 to 5.6 billion marks annually to a phase of stagnation with an average of 
5 billion from 1973 to 1977, before rising again to 8.1 billion in 1980. Geo- , 
graphically speaking, this evolution took place from 1969 to 1980 in the direction 
of North America, with the share of the North American Continent rising constantly 
(from 16.5 to 27.6 percent) at the expense of Europe (from 55.5 to 50.5 percent). 
One observes a clearer geographic concentration of German investments in a country 
or group of countries than for their French counterparts, whose range is quite 
general, albeit witn a preeminence of the EEC, 


Overseas Investments 


"Die Deutschen kommen" (the Germans are coming): This was the headline in the 
WALL STREET JOURNAL a little over a year ago when it ran an article devoted to 
German investments in the United States. During the record year of 1979, Germans 
invested nearly as much across the Atlantic as in all the EEC countries, buying 
back nearly 100 American firms, More than the performance of the multinationals 

in chemistry or the automobile industry, it is the success of the small and mediunm- 
size firms in the stronghold of world capitalism that astonishes and irritates 
American public opinion. "The second wave of the German invasion," FORBES maga- 
zine wrote, has chosen the southeastern United States as its target. 


The new strategy cf the German firms is the result of a simple observation: TheG 
German mark had. risen 100 percent in value by 1978 compared with the dollar, while 
the average for the currencies of 12 industrialized countries was 20 percent. 

To this revaluation that had perverse effects for German exporters must be added 
the very strong competition of the Japanese in the automobile industry in parti- 
cular, where their share of the market rose 10 percent from 1974 to 1977, despite 
the constant rise of the yen, comparable to that of the German currency. 


In the face of the Japanese marketing offensive, German industry suffered major 
losses in the automobile industry (from 25 percent in 1968 to 15.9 percent in 
1977), fine optics (from 17.7 to 10 percent), electronics (from 5.9 to 3.8 per- 
cent) and even machine construction (from 23.6 to 21.7 percent), a key branch of 
West German industry. It reacted by proceeding to make investments responding to 
different motivations, depending on the nature of activities. They are aimed at 
getting around the highly restrictive American regulations on imports in the 
chemical sector or at taking advantage of the wage cost difference, as in the 
case of the automobile industry. 




















United States: Prime Target; Geographic Distribution of German Investments Abroad 
(cumulative amount in millions of German marks) 


Geographical Sectors 





Europe 
EEC 
Belg:ium-Luxembourg 
Frouce 


North America 
United States 


Central and South America 
Brazil 


Africa 
South Africa 
Libya 


Asia 
Israel 
Iran 
Singapore 


Total 
Industrialized Countries 


Developing Countries 
Incl.: OPEC 


Other factors enter in: 





1952 to 31 Dec 1978 


1952 to 31 Dec 80 





Australia, New Zealand, Oceania 


31,559.3 54.232 
19,715.4 43.882 


5,748.5 
5,631.7 


12,580 | 21.62% 


8,590.8 


8,008.1 13.76% 
9 


3,115.1 5.36% 
618.7 
359 


2,537.8 4.42% 
584.9 
528.3 
199.3 


356.3 0.61% 


58,156.6 100% 


41,173.2 70.75% 
16,982 29.18% 


1,669.1 2.87% 


37,454.3 50.50% 
24,100 32.50% 
7,275.5 
6,807.3 


20,481.7 27.62% 
15,663.5 


9,127.2 12.31% 


2 
5,359.1 
3,437.2 4.632% 

677.9 

364.3 
3,085.9  4.16$ 

621.3 

506.4 

367.6 

575.4 0.78% 
74,161.7 100% 


54,934.2 74.07% 


19,174.7 25.862 


1,922.6 2.59% 


the existence of a vast market of 225 million potential 
consumers in a politically stable, strong productivity,: good profitability (the 


profit margins are three to four times higher than the German level), the ease ~- 
access to capital markets, which makes it possible to finance projects up to 


the extent of 70 to 80 percent. 


In this connection, the example of the chemical 


firms reveals the way in which German companies invest abroad, exporting little 
capital, but while contracting debts in the currency of the host country or through 


self-financing. 


Bayer (28.8 billion marks in turnover in 1980, 73 percent gained outside the FRG) 
finances a large part of its investments through the intermediary of a holding 
company, Bayer International Finance NV, set up in Curacao in the tax paradise 

of the Dutch Indies. The Leverkusen firm shrewdly maneuvered during the reign of 
a strong mark in order to acquire a series of performing companies. The foreign 
subsidiaries of Hoechst (29.7 billion marks turnover in 1980, 69 percent outside 
the FRG) are able to finance 75 percent of the assets that are tied up thanks to 

















amortizations and profits hoarded, While some 175 million marks have been trans- 
ferred to the parent company to the United States over the past 5 years, the re- 
patriation of dividends has made it possible to distribute 119 million to share- 
holders. The styrene and high density polyethylene plant opened in Texas by 
Bayport in 1980 was the most costly investment in its over 100-year history 

($180 million). 


In the automobile industry, the rapid recovery of Volkswagen following the poor 
results of 1974 and 1975 is mainly linked to its redeployment on a world scale. 
As early as 1977, the plants that make the "Bug," the largest selling car in the 
world (over 20 million), were transferred to Brazil and Mexico. The New Stanton, 
Pennsylvania, plant went into production in 1978. The firm is’ engaged in talks 
in Peru, Ecuador, Venezuela, Ghana, Iraq, the Philippines and Indonesia. But 

in Wolfsburg, where the main office is located, it is not known where future in- 
vestments will be made. The final agreement depends on the decision of the 
governments, which are themselves negotiating with other automobile builders. 


For the firm, the redeployment efforts have borne fruit. While, over the 1969-1979 
decade, production on the domestic market dropped by 9.6 percent, it rose 265 per- 
cent abroad. "We are doomed to succeed outside of our borders because the capac- 
ity of absorption of the German market has its own limits," emphasizes former 
chairman of the board Toni Schmucker. This is a wager not easy to win and not 
without risk. For example, the collapse of the Brazilian market, which has a 
staggering rate of inflation (over 100 percent) -- sales dropped 50 percent over 
the first 9 months of 1981 -- ane the poor performance in Argentina required an 
increase in capital of 430 million marks from the South American subsidiaries, 
plus a drain of half a billion marks for consolidation of the ailing subsidiary, 
Triumph Adier, which specializes in office machines. . 


Other Side of the Coin 


It is chemistry that heads German investments abroad (figured in stock accrued 

for the 1952-1980 reference period), with a volume of 11.2 billion marks, followed 
by the banking and insurance sector (9.44 billion). Three major banks: the 
Deutsche Bank, the Dresdner Bank and Commerzbank, are preponderant in their role 
of accompanying exports, representing a consolidated..balance sheet of over one- 
third of their activities. This performance is all the more remarkable because 
the bank boom encountered two obstacles: the priority of domestic financing of 
the economy and, to a lesser degree, the creation of international bankin’ clubs 
(Europartners, Ebic, Abecor), which, until only recently, checked the ex, . 1sion 

of networks in the countries of banking partr:2rs. 


Distribution of German Investments Abroad (in millions of German marks) 





Sector 1952 to 31 Dec 1980 
Agriculture 548 
Industry, iententiogs 54,778.2 

Chemistry | 11,232.2 

Electric construction 7,390.8 

Iron mines, steel 5,867.3 




















German Investments Abroad (cont.) 


Machine construction 5,834.7 
Automobile construction 5,127.5 
Oil exploration and operations 4,306.7 
Services 17,454.7 
Banking and insurance 9,444.3 


Next come electrical construction, iron mines, the iron and stee]. industry and 
machine construction. The.French effort abroad shapes up quite differently and 

is all the weaker economically because nearly 40 percent is devoted to the energy 
sector, compared with 30.6 to industry and.26.5 percent to services, Moreover, it 
was oil research that helped maintain French investments abroad. 


Is the German redeployment, aimed at taking over for exports, not, in the final 
analysis, the consequence of Germany's unattractivenegs as a host country? All 
German economic observers have noted a drop in investments and accelerated aging 

of the production tool. Does this wovld strategy not risk endangering the already 
fragile foreign equilibrium of the German economy in the long run? Without a doubt, 
that is truly the other side of the coin. 


11,464 
CSO: 3100/311 














ECONOMIC FINLAND 


SOVIET SEES OPPORTUNITY OF WIDENING TRADE WITH FINLAND 
Kelsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 9 Feb 82 p 16 
[Article: "Economic Commission Supports New Initiatives"] 


[Text] The Finnish-Soviet Joint Economic Commission has definite prospects for 
the organization of its work in the near future, stated Chief of the Soviet Trade 
Delegation M. V. Gubanov in talking about the 15 years of work accomplished by the 
Finnish-Soviet Joint Economic Commission. 


"The commission actively supports new initiatives for the construction of projects 
on the territories of both countries and for the expansion of trade by including 
new commodities and increasing traditional deliveries," he stated. 


Among the old projects already under construction Gubanov mentioned Svetogorsk, 
Kostamus, and the hotel projects in Vyborg and Leningrad. 


Among the new joint projects between the two countries Gubanov mentioned the hotel 
projects in Petroskoy and Novgorod, the Port of Tallinn, and the railroad car depot 
near Leningrad. 


Negotiations on the construction of a meat processing combine have begun. There 
are plans to construct an emmenthal cheese plant in the area of Yaroslav. Nego- 
tiations will also be conducted on milk processing plants in Kostamus and Norilsk. 


"One of the possible new projects is a cellulose and paper plant to be constructed 
in Vyborg. There has also been talk about the construction of the Yenisey cellu- 
lose and paper plant in connection with a meeting of the commission's chairmen, 
General Manager Ahti Karjalainen and Foreign Trade Minister Nikolay Patolichev." 
Gubanov mentioned that Sokli is part of the long-term trade program between the 
two countries. However, he stated that the project seems to be economically un- 
certain according to the economic calculations of Rautaruukki. 

"Sokli was not brought up at the most recent meeting,” stated Gubanov. 


Outokumpu's Projects Being Accomplished 


Outokumpu's new large billion-markka copper and nickel industry projects in the 
Soviet Union are beginning to take shape. The Soviet Union's trade representative 
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in Finland, Mikhail Gubanov, stated that Outokumpu has presented the Soviets with 
a proposal for new projects to be built in the Soviet Union. 


According to the company's proposal the second phase of Norilsk and the so-called 
Budogan copper industry combine as well as a large alloy project would be accom- 
plished in the near future. The value of the second phase of Norilsk has been pre- 
viously estimated to be approximately 2 billion markkas. The Budogan copper conm- 
bine, indeed, represents a gigantic project worth more than 10 billion markkas. 


"Qutokumpu has presented us with a proposal for new joint projects in the Soviet 
Union. I will not say that we have s'ans for all of them, but we did not have 
plans for the previous ones either," stated Gubanov. According to Gubanov there 

is reason to be optimistic about the possibility of realizing the projects proposed 
by Outokumpu. The first copper and nickel smelting plant built by Outokumpu in 
Norilsk has been in operation for approximately 6 months. 


The approximately 1.7-billion markka copper and ickel processing lines in Norilsk 
are the world's largest individual copper and nickel smelting plant lines. The 
second phase at Norilsk will involve the construction of a copper and nickel pro- 
duction capacity equal to the first phase. 


Gigantic Project in Budogan 


The Budogan ore pocket is located in Siberia near the area of Baikal. It is a ques- 
tion of probably one of the world's richest if the not the richest copper and multi- 
nonferrous ore pocket. Trade Rerpresentative Gubanov stated that he has previously 
been involved in plans concerning the exploitation of the Budogan ore pocket. 


"When I was a trade representative in Japan, I conducted negotiations with Japanese 
firms concerning the exploitation of the ore pocket. At that time it was estimated 
that this project would cost 2--3 million dollars," stated Gubanov. He estimated 
that the gigantic project at Budogan could be one of the major projects of the next 
five-year plan. 


The Budogan ore deposit is located in a permafrost area and Gubanov stated that 

in 1966 he took Japanese experts on an on-site inspection tour by helicopter since 
there were no roads to the area. The situation has now changed essentially since 
the Baikal--Amur railroad line lies in the vicinity of this gigantic ore deposit 
and thus the communication and transportation problem which previously represented 
the most serious obstacle to exploiting the Budogan ore pocket has been eliminated. 


In talking about President Reagan's economic sanctions on exports to the Soviet 
Union Gubanov answered with an old proverb: 


"If someone has said something, it does not mean that the dye has been cast," 
500-Megawatt Power Plant Discussed 

The need for constructing a new nuclear power plant is now being studied in Fin- 
land. The new large power plant would be completed in the first part of the next 


decade. The intent is to complete the study on this project by the end of this 
year. The size of the nuclear power plant would be i,000 megawatts. 


14 

















Gubanov admitted that the construction of a 500-megawatt nuclear power plant was 
brought up in connection with the last meeting of the economic commission. 


"It was discussed in connection with the work meeting. I am of the opinion that 
it should be given consideration because of its good prospects." 


Cooperation Expanded 


In the years that the commission has been in existence the sphere of cooperation 
has according to Gubanov expanded considerably in the areas of machine-building, 
power plants, ferrous and nonferrous metallurgy, construction, the forest indus- 
try, and the chemical industry. 


"New joint projects have appeared such as joint deliveries to the markets of third- 
party countries, for example. 


"Soviet-Finnish trade is growing rapidly. In 1967 the exchange of commodities 
amounted to 461.3 million rubles and in 1981 it increased to 5.1 billion rubles 
or il-fold." 


Since 1980 Finland has occupied second place in Soviet trade with developed capi- 
talist countries, and the Soviet Union occupies first place in Finland's trade. 


"The commodity exchange agreement for the years 1976--80 was carried out success- 
fully. During this period the value of trade was 12.8 billion rubles instead of 
the 9 billion rubles provided for in the agreement and the 5.2 billion rubles in 
the previous five-year program." 





Recognition for the Finns 


In evaluating the positive results of the work of the economic commission Gubanov 
mentioned the names of several Finns who have actively participated in the work 
of the commission. 





According to Gubanov in this connection one must mention Doctor Ahti Karjalainen, 
Minister Olavi J. Mattila, Minister Tankmar Horn, and General Manager Kalervo Hen- 
tila. 


"Jermu Laine, Reino Rossi, Pentti Viita, Lauri Kirves, Pentti Uusivirta, Helge 
Haavisto, Nils Helen, Matti Kekkonen, Sakari Lehto and many others have actively 
participated in the work of the commission,” stated Gubanov. 


"T cannot help but mention Arvo Rytko," added Gubanov. 


10576 
CSO: 3107/69 
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ECONOMIC FRANCE 


AGRICULTURE MINISTER TO ATTEND FNSEA MEETING DESPITE PROTEST 
Paris LE POINT in French 8-14 Feb 82 p 35 


[Interview with Minister of Agriculture Edith Cresson by Jacques Bouzerand and 
Alain Dauvergne; date and place not specified] 


[Text] Soon after her misadventure in Normandy (covered elsewhere 
in this issue), Edith Cresson met with Jacques Bouzerand and Alain 
Dauvergne of LE POINT. 


Edith Cresson: The people who took part in that demonstration last Tuesday were 
not at all malicious, but some of them were very excited. It is true that they are 
often kept in that state of agitation by trade journals. Incidentaily, I noticed 
that in Vienne, where I live, during the election campaign. It has not changed. 


LE POINT: Do you mean that that demonstration and others before it have been re- 
motely controlled to some extent? 


Answer: They differ in nature from the traditional big farmers demonstrations. 
They often involve small groups--a few hundred people--that are quite violent. 


Question: Were you shocked by Guillaume's statements on the steps of the Elysee 
Palace, when he said that “there have been demonstrations like that, and there will 
be others"? 


Answer: I have learned not to be too surprised, so I am not shocked. But that 
statement does show that the whole thing is deliberate and prepared in advance. 
What surprises me, incidentally, is not the discortent of the farmers, because it 
is true that farm incomes have been dropping steadily for 8 years. But I repeat, 
it is the nature of those demonstrations, all the more since prices held up much 
better in 1981 than in the previous year. Especially in the last half of the year. 


Question: So why is the FNSEA [National Federation of Unions of Farr Operators] 
organizing the demonstrations? 


Answer: Ask them! 


Question: Have you not restricted its traditional role by recognizing other farmers 
unions and putting them on an equal footing with it? 
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Answer: We have always stuck to one position: all union organizations are recog- 
nized, all are received, and all are listened to. Dialogue exists, and I can sup- 
ply a list of all the meetings held with the union organizations, including the 
FNSEA's leaders--about 30 hours of discussions since I became minister--and that is 
a lot. So if my relations with one of those organizations are not good, that is 
not my fault. Of course, the relationship between the government and the FNSEA is 
now different: under the previous governments, it had a monopoly. Not under us. 
But once the rules of the game are accepted, things will cool down. As a matter of 
fact, the most that this climate of demonstrations and violence might do is to turn 
against the farmers, because public opinion will eventually tire of it and even be- 
come irritated. 


Question: Are you nevertheless going to the FNSEA Congress at the end of the month? 


Answer: It is the largest farmers organization. I don't see why I wouldn't attend 
its congress. If only to make myself heard. 


Question: Your determination to establish marketing agencies seems to frighten 
some farmers, who are afraid that the government will take over. Are you going to 
reassure them? 


Answer: Throughout the election campaign, I heard it said that we were going to 
establish kolkhozes, nationalize everything, take over people's land, and so on. 
Since nothing like that has happened, they are now being told: "Ah, there are going 
to be agencies." And some are also saying, on the contrary, that the agencies are 
not arriving fast enough. And I agree. Because the markets must be organized. I 
have therefore strongly insisted that the agricultural problem be tackled during 
Parliament's spring session. 


Question: Between now and then, there will be Brussels. 


Answer: Yes, and a battle with the British, who want to torpedo the Common Market, 
with the Germans, who do not want steep price rises because their inflation rate is 
only 6 percent, and with the North European countries, which are defending their 
milk factories while we are trying to help the small producers. 


Question: You will be very lonely. 

Answer: My allies will be the countries where the inflation rate is higher than 
the European average: Italy, Ireland and Greece. That is not too bad, considering 
that in the past, Great Britain has been able to get its own way when it was alone 


against all the others. 


Question: But for you the stakes are high. The farmers want a 16-percent price 
increase. And the Brussels Commission is recommending only 9 percent. 


Answer: I hope to get more. We must reach an agreement that will come as close 
as possible to our inflation rate (14 percent). I will fight to get the maximun. 


Question: And if you don't obtain satisfaction, or if the British block everything, 
what will you do? Distribute national aid? 
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Answer: Impossible. The Community's rules prohibit it. In fact, we have just been 
penalized 700 million francs for the aid that Jacques Chirac gave the winegrowers 
some time ago. But to get around the obstructions put up by the British, the other 
governments in recent years have adopted temporary measures--a sort of “deposit” or 
“advance payment," if you will. Those are precedents that we could take as a model. 


Question: Is it still in France's interest to be a member of the agricultural Com- 
mon Market? 


Answer: It is not only in our interest, but also in that of our partners. I am 
convinced of it. 


11798 
CSO: 3100/364 
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ECONOMIC FRANCE 


BRIEFS 


TRACTOR PARTS FOR SOVIETS--Gard is doing it again: the Fr 24 million contract that 
the Ales~region firm signed with the Soviet importer Tracto-Export last August for 
the supplying of 400 large-model disc harrows (USINE NOUVELLE, No 39 of 1981, p 92) 
has just been expanded by Fr 14 million. The new amount is for 200 machines of the 
same type, which should be heading toward the big cereal regions of the USSR before 
the end of April. With this transaction, the 1982 order book is already above 

Fr 45 million (the 1981 turnover was 60 million)--a fine revival for this company, 
which 6 months ago was experiencing serious problems. [Text] [Paris L'USINE NOU- 
VELLE in French 21 Jan 82 p 37] 11267 


CSO: 3100/363 
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ECONOMIC NORWAY 


OFFICIAL REPORT ON 1981 ECONOMY INDICATES DOWNTURN | 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 11 Feb 82 p 15 
[Article by Bjorn H. Tretvoll] 


[Text] At the start of 1982, the Norwegian economy is characterized by : 
clear signs of weakness, such as sharp price rises and stagnating production. 
Our business structure is not adapted to increased oil production and 

market conditions abroad. These are some of the main points in the summery 
made by the Central Bureau of Statistics of economic developments in 1981 
presented in the publication OKONOMISK UTSYN. The strong aspects of the 
Norwegian economy, such as a record foreign trade surplus and high employ- 
ment, are also stressed, however. 





In cur practical policies, we have been unwilling to admit what effect our 
oil revenues have had. This may explain some of the basic problems in the 
Norwegian economy--low increases in production and productivity, inflation, 
and the employment problems this may cause. 


Changes are not without problems and for many people the change seems unde- 
sirable. The result has been that agriculture, fishing, and sections of 
industry, often the least profitable businesses, have been sheltered from 
changes, causing increased pressure on the remaining sectors of industry 
and commerce, it was pointed out. 


The gross national product (GNP) of Norway, i. e. the total production of 
goods and services in the country, rose by only 0.7 percent from 1980 to 
1981. The slow growth rate was due in part to a decrease in Norwegian oil 
production, but the GNP outside the oil sector rose by only 0.9 percent. 
Industrial production continued to be low and at the end of 1981 it was 

4 to 5 percent below the production maximum 1.5 years before. The number 
of man-years in industry was at about the same level in 1981 as in the 
mid-1960's. 


Private consumption increased by 1.3 percent in 1981, while public consump- 
tion showed a 4.9 percent increase. Total gross investments rose by 
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16.5 percent. In the oil sector investments increased by 167 percent, while 
industrial investments increased by 11.4 percent. 


Trade Surplus of 12.1 Billion 


Norway's foreign trade surplus amounted to 12.1 billion kroner in 1981, 
compared to 5.5 billion kroner the previous year. The surplus for goods 
and services was 25.3 billion, while the interest and aid balance showed 

a deficit of 13.2 billion kroner. If payments on foreign debts are equal 
to the trade surplus, then net debts abroad have been reduced to 81 billion 
kroner. 3 


The value of the total goods and services exported increased by 15 percent, 
but because of price increases the increase in export volume was only 

1 percent. The value of imports increased by 10.6 percent, while the in- 
crease in import volume was almost 2 percent. 


The sharp price rises of 13.6 percent from 1980 to 1981 were due to several 
factors. Changes in the tax structure accounted for about 2 percent, 
publicly regulated prices increased considerably, and the cost of wages 
showed a relatively sharp increase. In addition, it seems that profit 
margins increased considerably in several important branches of industry 
from 1980 to 1981. 


Deficit of 14 Billion 


reliminary calculations indicate that there was a 14.3 billion kroner 
deficit in the state and health insurance budgets, if oil taxes are disre- 
garded. This is much less than the 19.2 billion kroner deficit in 1981, 
as indicated in the budget proposal. The difference is due, among other 
things, to increased tax revenues and some slightly different definitions 

in the two budgets. If oil taxes are included, there was a surplus for 
loan transactions of 13.6 billion kroner in 1981 compared to 14.7 billion 
the previous year. 


A sharper increase in transfers than in tax revenues was the main reason 
why the budget deficit went from 8.1 billion in 1980 to 14.3 billion kroner 
in 1981. 


Since 1978 there has been a clear decline in the share of gross public 
expenditures in the GNP, from 52.9 percent in 1978 to 48.6 percent in 1981. 
Purchases of goods and services by the public sector accounted for 

26.1 percent of the GNP in 1978 and only 22.9 percent in 1981. In calcula- 
ting the GNP, these figures include oil activity which has shown a sharp 
increase during the same period. 


Since the mid-1960's, the public sector has been responsible for about 
two thirds of the total increase in employment in this country. While in 














1965 14 percent of all man-years of work was related to the public sector, 
the figure now has risen to 22 percent, The municipalities are responsible 
for most of this increase in employment. 


Wages Rose 11.3 Percent 


Gross profits for industries competing on the domestic market and for 
sheltered industries nearly doubled from 1980 to 1981, but industries com- 
peting abroad experienced a sharp reduction in gross profits in 198l--only 
one fourth the level in the two preceding years. Wages rose by 11.3 percent 
from 1980 to 1981, according to OKONOMISK UTSYN, published by the Central 
Bureau of Statistics. 


The bureau stresses, however, that estimates of gross profits are highly 
uncertain and there are large margins of error in both directions. Gross 
profits are profits received by owners for paying interest, for returns on 
their capital, and for paying wages. 


Norway's total disposable income, adjusted to inflation, rose by 2.7 percent 
from 1980 to 1981, while the corresponding increase the previous year was 
10.5 percent. The increase from 1980 to 1981 was due primarily to the fact 
that the price of Norwegian export goods, especially oil and gas, rose more 
sharply than the price of Norwegian import goods. 


Preliminary calculations show that the real disposable income of households, 
i. e. income adjusted for inflation and tax changes, increased by 2.3 percent 
from 1980 to 1981. The increase was 1.5 percent for wage-earning households. 
This increase resulted primarily from an increase in the number of jobs by 
7,000 from 1980 to 1981. Thus, for the individual wage earner, buying power 
was reduced. Higher child support allowances led to a greater increase for 
families with children than for others. In addition, tax changes in 1981 
meant that buying power increased most for high-income groups, although the 
tax relief in 1981 was not enough to offset tax increases since 1977 for 
these groups. 


For industries apart from oil refineries, gross profits rose by 30 percent 
from 1980 to 1981, compared to 8 percent the previous year. Service oriented 
businesses showed strong increases in gross profits in both 1980 and 1981, 
but at the same time a post-war record number of bankruptcies occurred in 
1981. In both agriculture and fishing the increase in gross profits was 
below average. 
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TOTAL EMPLOYMENT, PUBLIC EMPLOYMENT, AND PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT. GROWTH BASED 
ON NUMBER OF MAN-YEARS. 1970 to 1975 and 1975 to 1980. 
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ECONOMIC SWEDEN 


BRIEFS 


RECCRD FOREIGN LOAN TAKEN--Sweden has set a new record on the international 
market by assuming bond loans of $650 million, almost 3.8 billion kronor. 
The National Debt Office previously borrowed large amounts in lump sums, 
_such as the so-called jumbo loan approximately 1 year ago amourting to about 
1 billion dollars. "That was a bank credit, however, which is considered 
easier to obtain than a bond loan where no one guarantees the issuance," 
said Peter Engstrom, chief economist at the National Debt Office. In times 
of rising interest rates, no borrower wants to tie himself to loans with 
today's fixed interest rate of 17 percent. For this reason, the market has 
sought loans with variable interest rates and in this situation the National 
Debt Office took the opportunity to borrow money. Originally, the amount of 
the loan was $400 million, but the loan was oversubscribed by more than 

50 percent. "The success of this transaction proves that Sweden still has 

a good reputation on the international loan market," Peter Engstrom said. 
[Text] [Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 17 Feb 82 p 8] 9336 


DEVALUATION AIDING FOREIGN SALES--The devaluation of September last year 
now is having a greater and greater effect on the order books of Swedish 
companies. It is primarily the manufacturing industry that has received 
more and more orders from abroad since Swedish goods have become somewhat 
cheaper. The increase in orders from the export market was 21 percent 
during the second half of last year, compared to the same period in 1980, 
according to SCB (Central Bureau of Statistics). It should be remembered 
in this comparison, however, that the level of orders during the second 
half of 1980 was extremely low. Another negative factor is that the in- 
crease seems to have become weaker during December. [Text] [Stockholm 
DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 17 Feb 82 p 9] 9336 
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POLITICAL INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


PREMISES OF PEACE MOVEMENTS IN SWEDEN, FINLAND CONTRASTED 
Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 19 Feb 82 p 4 


[Commentary by Wilhelm Agrell: "Finnish Peace Opinion Counts Heavily on Relaxing 
Tensions" ] 


[Text] The largest difference between Swedish and Finnish 
peace opinion is the understanding of war. While Swedes 
still believe that a war can really be fought, the dominant 
opinion in Finland believes that a war would mean the end of 
the country as a nation. For Finns, peace is a precondition 
for survival. 


On 28 October 1981, at the end of the UN Peace Week, a number of Finnish peace 
organizations arranged a demonstration and a meeting at Senate Square in Helsinki. 
The demonstration was noteworthy in that it did not, as the organizers expected, 
attract 5,000 participants, but 30,000. 


In other Nordic countries, as on the continent, massive expressions of opinion 
for peace are a well-known phenomenon, but in Finland it is something new. The 
question, therefore, is whether Finland is on the way to joining the wave of 

opinion which had its origin in the massive West European nuclear weapon protests. 


Similarities and Dissimilarities 


Jorn Donner in "Sverigeboken" [Sweden Book] has in an exemplary way shown all the 
holes that an observer can fall into when he tries to describe a foreign country. 
The frustrating thing is that the holes are much more treacherous if the country 

is very much like one's own. The similarities lead the observer to draw too far- 
reaching parallels, and the dissimilarities are presented as confusing or incom- 

prehensible. . 


That is something which often marks the Swedish image of Finland, and there is a 
tendency to make the same mistake in the matter of the Finnish peace opinion. 


In any case, one way to try to avoid this mistake is to see what is special about 
Finland and what can explain the differences between Sweden and Finland. 
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During a recent visit to Helsinki I met Professor Goran von Bonsdorff, chairman 
of the Finnish Peace League and one of the speakers at the demonstration on 

28 October. The Finnish Peace League is an independent party-political organi- 
zation, the program of which is aimed at setting up a permanent condition of 
peace, among other things, within the framework of the United Nations. The peace 
league has in part the character of an umbrella organization which includes the 
National Civil Service League (which corresponds to the Swedish Weapon-Free 
League), the Christian Peace Movement and a number of different organizations. 
The Finnish Peace League has a program which comes closest to the Swedish Peace 
and Arbitration Association, but with the difference that the Finnish Peace League 
is not radical pacifistic and therefore does not oppose all forms of Finnish 
defense forces. 





The strongest Finnish peace movement from a political and organizational stand- 
point is, however, Fighters for Peace, a subdivision of the World Peace Council, 
the headquarters of which is also in Helsinki. Fighters for Peace corresponds to 
the Swedish Peace Committee, and like that organization it promotes an obvious 
anti-American line, with no criticism of the Soviet Union. While the Swedish 
Peace Committee has a narrow political base, the Fighters for Peace have consid- 
erably broader support, and its chairman is consequently a member of the Center 
Party. However, the Moscow-loyal communists, the so-called Taistoist faction 
(after its leader Taisto Sinisalo) are considered to have decisive influence over 
the Fighters for Peace. 


The opposition which exists between communists and noncommunists within the peace 
movement is more under the surface in Finland than in Sweden. In Finland the 
criticism of the peace movement for being communist-infiltrated is much weaker 
than in Sweden, something which must naturally be seen against the background of 
the role which the Communist Party and its election ally the People's Democratic 
League play in Finnish domestic politics. 


There are two important organizational differences between the Swedish and the 
Finnish peace movements. The first is that the Moscow-oriented part has a much 
stronger relative influence in Finland than in Sweden, the other is that the 
Moscow-oriented and the independent peace movements in Finland are not subordinate 
to a common organization corresponding to Sweden's Peace Council. 


Recently new groups have joined the Finnish peace movement. The increasing par- 
ticipation of the state church can be particularly significant, mainly against 
the background of the church having long been skeptical of peace movements. The 
church has traditionally been regarded as closely allied with the state and 
defense since Finland's war. The input of youths in peace work is also signif- 
icant. 


As in other Nordic countries, it is the threat of global war and their own defense 
policies which are the main issues in the peace debate. The discussion about the 

nuclear weapons threat and the new generations of medium range nuclear weapons is 

not as prominent as in Denmark, Norway and Sweden. Also lacking in the debate in 

Finland is an opinion which defends nuclear arming by the United States. 
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This is not to say that in the Finnish debate there is no opposition to the peace 
movements. These opponents, however, are not as prominent in their opinions of 
the international situation as they are on the question of Finnish defense poli- 
cies. The peace movements have primarily come on a collision course with the 
defense, but also with the government. The debate primarily concerns three ques- 
tions. 


The first concerns the development of defense appropriations and the role that 

the military defense will play in Finland's national security. The peace move- 
ments have opposed an increase of defense appropriations, while the defense and 
its spokesmen refer to the 1948 pact with the Soviet Union and the requirements 
which it is considered to levy on Finnish defense capabilities. 


The second question, which also has a direct counterpart in the Swedish debate, 
concerns the export of weapons. Finland's export of weapons is certainly small, 
about 0.2 percent of the world's market, but includes certain highly specialized 
products. Control over where the weapons go also has proved to be imperfect. 


The third question is whether the Finnish Army should be permitted to go to war 
outside the country's territory. Finland's Peace League has demanded a law 
which would forbid that, but the defense does not support such a restriction. 
Behind this dispute, which has no equivalent in Sweden, is the prolonged war of 
1941-44, when the Finnish Army occupied large parts of Soviet Karelia. 


The Opinion Climate 





But it is hardly the organizational appearance or contents of the debates which 
mark the most important differences between the Finnish and the Swedish peace 
opinion. It is in its tone and intensity where the Finnish peace opinion 
markedly differs from its Swedish and West European counterparts, in spite of all 
the parallels which still exist. 


Some ¢.:planations for that circumstance are at hand. Finland is not as ideo- 
logically tied to the Western powers as Sweden, and it is therefore natural that 
a primarily West European protest movement finds less fer*ile soil for growth in 
Finland than in Sweden. 


Another explanation is the Finnish opinion climate. I am not alluding here to 
what is often referred to in Sweden as Finnish “self criticism," but to the fact 
that Finnish society obviously does not favor the quick growth »f massive opinion 
movements of the type which Sweden experienced during the 60's and 70's. I will 
not speculate here on the sociological causes for these differences in the opinion 
climate. 


The Meaning of War 
One last important cause of why Finland fundamentally diverges from a Nordic model 


of peace opinion is probably Finland's historical experiences and the Finns’ own 
view of their political and strategic position. 
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It is characteristic that one of the most prominent spokesmen of peace opinion, 
Professor Goran von Bonsdorff, and the traditional guardian of defense policies, 
General Adolf Ehrnrooth, are both veterans of Finland's war with the Soviet Union 
1939-44. The shadow of that war still falls today over Finnish society, not in 
the form of nationa. monuments and parades, and neither in the form of the war 
hysteria which now and then captures the Swedes. 


War is something which is always on people's minds, and which appears in conver- 
sations, not only in the generation which experienced it. All this is fairly 
obvious, war is such a traumatic experience that it not only stamps those who are 
in it, but also indirectly the younger generations. 


It is apparent that war has a great influence on how Finns view the peace ques- 
tions. On the other hand it is more uncertain what this influence is. To fight 
a war does not necessarily make people more peacefully inclined, and history 
gives us many examples of this. War can also provide fertile soil for militarism 
and revenge. 


What seems to be of special importance, therefore, is not perhaps war as such, 
but the way in which it ended and what lessons it taught. 


The 1939-44 war was a military defeat for Finland, a defeat which caused Finland's 
foreign policy to change from confrontation with the Soviet Union to the estab- 
lishment of close and friendly relations with the neighbor to the east. 


In the beginning this was a necessary consequence of the defeat and the conditions 
of the armistice, but gradually it became a conscious Finnish policy, known by 

the name Paasikivi-Kekkonen Line and now supported by all important political 
groups in Finland. 


Peace Policies 


With the Paasikivi-Kekkonen Line Finland became one of the defeated countries 
which after the Second World War, in a more or less systematic way, gave up its 
past and tried to base its new policies on the experiences from the failures of 
previous policies. The Finnish foreign policy therefore came not only t») include 
a new policy toward the East, but also a significant leaning toward a peice poli- 
cy for the prevention of military conflict. 


The Finnish initiative for a Nordic nuclear weapon-free zone and the work with 
the European security conference can be seen as an outgrowth of this. 


It is probable that in this indirect way, via the political direction, Finland's 
war came to have great significance for the peace questions and the climate for 
peace opinion in Finland. Unlike Sweden and other Western countries, Finland has 
for a relatively long time followed a policy which is based on acceptance that 
the absence of military tension and not the strength of their own defense forces 
creates the primary guarantee for the nation's continued survival. 
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I believe this is the key to the difference between the Swedish and the Finnish 
peace opinions. In Sweden it is still today a dominant opinion, both in the 
official policy and among the general population, that a war can really be fought, 
that the enemy can be "thrown into the sea," or that perhaps we can stay out of 
it this time also. 


In Finland, on the other hand, the dominant opinion seems to be that a war would 
mean the end of Finland as a nation. The debate in Finland contains no winning 
scenarios. Peace is for Finland a precondition for survival, a view which is so 
general that perhaps it does not need the same noisy manifestations as in Sweden 
to get people to become aware of it. 


9287 
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POLITICAL BELGIUM 


WALLOON PARTY LEADERS ON BRUSSELS, COMMUNITY PROBLEMS 
Brussels LE SOIR in French 2,3 Feb 82 


[ Interview with Antoinette Spaak, president of the FDF, Guy Spitaels, president of 
the PS, Louis Michel, president of the PRL, and Gerard Deprez, president of the PSC, 
by Yvon Toussaint, with Catherine Ferrant, Pierre Lefevre and Jacques van Solinge: 
"To Get Brussels Out of the ‘Refrigerator’? Four Presidents Basically Agree, but 
Full of Mistrust. Between Separatism and Capitulation, What Is the ‘Third Road'?"; 
place and date of interview not given | 


[2 Feb 82 p 5] 


[Text] February 1982. Since August 1980, Brussels has been in 
"the refrigerator." Meanwhile, elections have altered the politi- 
cal map of Belgium. The government has changed. And Brussels re- 
mains forgotten. 


We have retrieved the file from the dust. To explore the possibi- 
lity of making some progress. Hence, we brought together the pre- 
sidents of the four major French speaking parties. What we had in 
mind was to show public opinion the position of each one of them on 
this problem and to bring out possible similarities and differences. 
It was not in vain. 


As a matter of fact, aside from the controversies, which are ine- 
vitable in this kind of confrontation, a political framework 
emerged from this debate which is not without significance. 


Let us note the obvious: an-undeniable unity of views on the core 

of the question, on the nature of the solutions to be found and on 

the need to do it quickly. It is in terms of the method to be used 
that politics intervened and somewhat clouded the issue. 


Thus, the four presidents, Mrs Spaak for the FDF [ Democratic Front 
of Brussels French Speakers|, Mr Spitaels for the PS [ Socialist 

Party (Walloon) |, Mr Michel for the PRL [Liberal Reform Party (Wal- 
pn and Mr Deprez for the PSC [Social Christian Party (Walloon) |, 
are rexdy to get involved in the activities of the parliamentary con- 
mittee which the new government has promised to set up to reopen the 
file. However, they vary in the degree to which they believe in its 
virtues. 
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Even though they do not really expect it to provide a solution, the 
two government parties nevertheless feel that it is necessary to go 
through that stage. The PS and the FDF, on the other hand, believe 
that it is a waste of time, if not political hypocrisy. The liber- 
als and Christians said that in this way they are giving themselves 
a sort of alibi, as it were, not to amfmnt their Flemish colleagues. 
The area has to be cleared, responded the others. 


The question as to whether these four parties are willing to con- 
sult with each other and, if need be, to form a common force, was 
even more instructive. True, none of them denied the interest or 
even the necessity of the matter. But what distrust! Indeed, fol- 
lowing this debate, one cannot get rid of the feeling that each one 
of them is more interested in using such consultations as a politi- 
cal instrument against the others than as a common weapon against 
the Flemish parties. 


Thus, the two majority parties were willing to discuss among French 
speakers from the outset, but, they specified, as long as their in- 
terlocutors do not turn it into an electoral spur. They then imme- 
diately accused the socialists of withdrawing into a comfortable 
opposition fully centered around community matters. 


Vice versa, the PS and the FDF were suspicious of consultations 
which would serve primarily to give the PRL and the PSC an appear- 
ance of French speaking virginity. Therefore, Guy Spitaels was 
definite: consultations among the four parties would make sense 
only if each one commits itself to refuse any government partici- 
pation without having obtained the minimum demanded jointly. Evi- 
dently, the president of the PS has drawn the same conclusions as 
Mrs Spaak did, a little later, from the successive Flemish repu- 
diations. He saw safety only in the absolute weapon: the block- 
ing of the government institution. 


And the others answered that you cannot paralyze the political sys- 
tem given the serious situation the country is in. 


In short, while all of them want approximately the same thing, they 
do not all have the same political will or the same perception of 
the means to be used. For some of them, the settling of the prob- 
lem of Brussels is an absolute priority. For the others, it does 
not have the priority in terms of importance over the economic 
questions, if it is not, in the heat of the discussion, referred 

to as a simple “intellectual luxury." 


We will continue the publication of this debate in a future issue. 
We will see, among other things, how the presidents of the French 
speaking parties measure the determination of the Flemish parties, 
what the government declaration of the Martens V administration 
really means for Brussels, what political lever each is willing 
to use in order to win acceptance for their demands, and whatrole 
the notions of solidarity between Brussels and Wallonia or of se- 
paratism play in this context. 
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Question: First question: doesn't Brussels find itself in an unconstitutional si- 
tuation? In its opinion on the reform laws of August 1980, the Council of State 
accepted a "reasonable delay" in providing Brussels with a statute similar to that 
of the other two regions. Hasn't this delay been exceeded? 


Antoinette Spaak: I think that it hes long since been exceeded. It had been set 
for the legislative elections, and these have taken place. Whereas nothing has 
been unblocked in terms of Brussels. It seems to me, in this regard, that the bet 
made by the three traditional parties, which was to freeze the "Brussels problem," 
has been lost. We have not succeeded in reducing tensions surrounding the questicn. 
We have only played the game wanted by the Flemish. 





Louis Michel: It goes without saying that we want this problem of Brussels to be 
resolved as soon as possible: as long as it exists, there will be no solution to 
the overall community problem. That is clear. Unfortunately, it so happens that 
the economic demands and the employment crisis require priority among the govern- 
ment's concerns. 


Question: You said as soon as possible. Is it a question of weeks or of months? 


Michel: For me, it means “before the municipal elections." The committee must 
meet before the municipal elections and, of course, try to succeed. 


Gerard Deprez: In my opinion, the reasonable delay in terms of the establishment 
and the functioning of this mixed parliamentary committee has been exceeded. We 
might have had an opportunity to set it up under the previous government if there 
hadn't been, as you well know Madame, a double blocking: on the part of the CVP 
[Social Christian Party (Flemish) | concerning parity, and on the part of your par- 
ty with regard to proportional representation within the French speaking delega- 
tion. 


Within Next Few Weeks 


Question: Is your party considering taking an initiative so that the committee 
can be quickly established? 


Deprez: We are willing to take that initiative. 
Question: Mr Michel, are you asking the same thing, and in the same manner? 


Michel: Certainly. It has been clearly stated in the government declaration that 
we will ask for that installation as soon as possible. I assume that this will be 
done within the next few weeks, if not the next few days. 


Question: Mr Spitaels, what do you think about that? Is it possible? Desirable? 


Guy Spitaels: The fact is that we are in a hurry. But in responding to Mrs Spaak, 
I would like to specify that the Martens IV administration did not put Brussels 

"on ice." That was the attitude of the Vanden Boeynants-De Clercq administration. 
What several of us thought was that it would be preferable to open things up for 
the Walloon region and for the French community, even if a political majority could 
not immediately be found for Brussels. 








This being said, my whole party is bound by five very clear points: the region of 
Brussels has institutions and powers recognized by the constitution; the bounda- 
ries of Brussels are a basic element in the negotiations; the specific financial 
problems must be recognized; there is no question of talking about the issue of 
Flemish speaking minorities in the 19 municipalities if there is no talk of the 
whole region. 


What Chance of Success? 


Question: Is it a fact then that all of you believe that it is more than time to 
set up this committee? 


Spaak: I have to make a basic statement. Strictly speaking, this committee will 
serve no purpose. There are basic objectives on the part of the Flemish parties 
against 4 of the points cited by Mr Spitaels, and which have been part of the FDF 
platform for 15 years. It is not in a committee, in which the CVP will be all 
powerful, that the problem of Brussels will be settled. It is political hypocrisy 
to try to make believe the opposite. 


Question: Mr Deprez, do you share this opinion? 


Deprez: This committee should at least serve to clear the area, to see to what 
extent there is a consensus. That is essential! I do not have any illusions as 
to the difficulty of the stakes and of the struggle. But a test of strength is 
utopian! 


Question: Your opinion, Mr Spitaels? 


Spitaels: If we are invited to join that committee, then we will go, but the 
chances of success would seem extremely meager to me. 


Question: And what about you, Mr Michel, does this procedure seem interesting to 
you? 


Michel: Frankly, I am not too confident that the committee will succeed. But it 
should at least be ascertained whether it could produce positive results. As for 
the rest, I would like to know how Mrs Spaak plans to proceed in order to end up 
with something concrete for Brussels. 


Question: Mrs Spaak, first of all, would you accept a seat on that committee? 


Spaak: You must always be present, if only to denounce the wrongdoing which takes 
place there... 


But the Flemish parties were very clear. They will never again let us speak with 
them about the boundaries of Brussels. At most, we would be able to trade advan- 
tages to be given to the Flemish in the 19 municipalities for financial subsidies. 
Talk about money but not about democracy... 


As for Mr Michel's question, I believe that, via the council of the French commu- 


nity, we should try as much as possible -- it being understood that we should de- 
velop the powers of the community to the maximum -- to practice a specific Brussels 
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policy. Similar to the one the Flemish Council is conducting with regard to the 
Flemish in Brussels. I will support you as much as possible in that committee, but 
I tell you that it will not succeed, that the Flemish will not budge an inch. 


Question: Mr Spitaels, do you agree with Mrs Spaak? 


Spitaels: In my judgement, we are going to run into a deadlock anyway on a number 
of problems, beyond the interesting talks which will take place within the commit- 
tee, 


Renegotiation of Boundaries 


Question: Let us turn to the boundaries of Brussels. Are they modifiahle in your 
opinion? 


Spaak: There, I believe all four of us are in agreement: the boundaries of 
Brussels must be thrown back into question through popular consultation. 


Deprez: In 1980, the PRL, the PS and the PSC made fixing the boundaries of Brussels 
on -n interim basis a condition for negotiations. 


Spitaels: Flemish public opinion will be like rock, but if a community is decided 
on, it will be necessary one day to talk from community to community. 


Question: Mr Michel, are you on the same wavelength? 


Michel: It seems to me that there is a tendency to unify positions of the French 
speakers. I understand it and I fervently hope that it will happen. But I wonder 
if the question of Brussels would not be settled more easily if we were to merge 
the regional and the community aspects beforehand. JI am worried about the super- 
position of the institutions. It is expensive and it exhibits an unacceptahle 
heaviness in its operation. I am afraid that superposition might kill the commu- 
nity and regional institutions, as well as the possible Brussels institution in 
which public opinion no longer believes. 


Question: Your opinion, Mrs Spaak? 

Spaak: I think that as far as the inhabitants of Brussels are concerned, it is 
impossible to merge something that does not exist. We have no executive body, no 
assembly... 


Michel: But you do have an executive body. 


Spaak: It is not an executive body responsible to an assembly. We cannot consider 
this question as long as the Brussels region does not exist as an institution. 


Michel: And if there were a Brussels regional executive body? 
Spaak: Then the problem would arise. 


Michel: JI would like to hear what Mm: Spitaels has to say on the subject. 
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Spitaels: We are in favor of maintaining the three regions and the two communities 
with their specific bodies. While waiting for recognition of the autonomous insti- 
tutions of the Brussels region, I am radically opposed to any merger. That is 
clear. 


Question: Let us turn to another very specific issue: what is the maximum toler- 
able guarantee to be given in Brussels to our Flemish fellow citizens? 


Deprez: We are not going to cut up the problems. We are not going to say now how 
far we are willing to go. On our side, a refusal to say what our negotiating posi- 
tion is corresponds to the non-negotiable elements on the Flemish aide. 


Question: Madame, do you adhere completely to that point of view? 


Spaak: Totally. That has always been our party's position. At the time of the 
Egmont-Stuyvenberg negotiations, we went very far. Turning our backs on sectarian- 
ism, we addressed the question very openly but as a whole. 


Question: And you, Messrs Michel and Spitaels? 
Michel: Our positions are unequivocal in this regard. 


Spitaels: We won't be tied up. I believe that we all agree. This being said, we 
must realize that we are going from retreat to retreat and from aggression to ag- 
gression by a community which thinks it can do as it pleases. In terms of the ba- 
lance of power, I no longer feel like talking about anything with a community which 
is always dreaming of the next stage. 


Interest in Dialogue 


Question: This being said and whatever the procedures may be, do you think that it 
would be appropriate to organize a dialogue or a consultation between French speak- 
ers before negotiating with the Flemish parties? 


Spaak: I have the feeling that we were never stronger in relation to the Flemish 
community than at the moment when we formed a "front of French speakers." The only 
proof of it I need is the general outcry of the Flemish press against this French 
speaking core withinthe government. At that time, we resisted very well. 


Thus we would be a party to such a dialogue. Besides, when I hear the positions 
taken by Messrs Deprez and Michel, I think that it would be a very quick one. Ap- 
parently, we agree on everything: the application of article 107d, the boundaries 
of Brussels, the rejection of being tied up, and so forth. 


Deprez: Without taking anything away from the importance which the front of French 
speakers has had for this country, I would like to note that we achieved the first 
unblocking of the situation -- regionalization -- at a time when the three major 
political forces of the French speaking world negotiated opposite the Flemish com- 
munity. I would also note that it cannot be said that there is one French speaking 
party standing back fromthe others. Moreover, by entrusting the problem of Brissels 
to a parliamentary committee, the government declaration left each its freedom. 

But in order for there to be real French speaking solidarity, all the French 
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speaking parties must be willing to respect a certain number of rules of the game. 
And I think that the logic which Mr Spitaels has adhered to may introduce a disrup- 
tive dimension in the manner in which the French speakers are going to conduct 
themselves with regard to the Dutch speaking community. He constantly tries to 
show that a certain number of French speaking parties, which have accepted respor.~ 
sibilities at the national level, are in a minority within their own community. 
They are not in the minority in relation to his party, but in relation to a cyclic 
opposition of people who have become mobilized in favor of a group of individuals. 


Nor More Purring 


Question: Mr Spitaels, could you respond both to the dialogue question and to what 
Mr Deprez said about your party's behavior? 


Spitaels: As far as the dialogue among French speakers is concerned, I am of cour- 
se in favor of it, without any reservations. But it seems to me now that we have 
to put an end to that purring. One cannot imagine party presidents, invited to an 
interview by this paper, stating that the Brussels French speakers are unimportant. 
Hence, as far as I am concerned, whatever they may say is wind. 


The only serious political attitude is the one taken at the time of the government 
formation. It would come down to each party saying: "I will not participate ina 
government experiment if, within a certain time limit, the problem cannot be solved 
Maybe not 100 percent solved, as I would like, but at least it should be encompassed 
and at a set time a congress should evaluate whether the experiment deserves to be 
continued. The rest, I'm sorry to say, is not serious." 


Deprez: But you have never set those conditions, Mr Spitaels. 
Spitaels: Yes, I have! 

Deprez: I have never heard you talk about that. 

Spitaels: Yes! We passed the reform bill in August 1980... 
Deprez: So did we. 


Spitaels: We withdrew from that government a year later after having tried that 
mixed committee. We did not succeed. We clearly set as point of departure that 
the community problem had to be settled: extension of regional sectors -- this is 
not the issue of the discussion -- and a solution for Brussels within a certain 
time limit. You, you are a member of a government which has no precise program on 
the matter. I think that that is not very serious. And on top of that, you would 
like me to give you a medal in the area of the French community and the Walloon 
region. 


Priority or False Problem? 


Deprez: I believe that, considering the conditions in which the country found it- 
self and taking into account the manner in which the voters sanctioned a certain 
number of political formations, to practice Mr Spitaels' strategy would not be a 
responsible attitude. 
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Spitaels: That's it; for you, they are false problems! Brussels is not a prio- 
rity! 


Deprez: As of now, there is a procedure at the parliamentary level. We wili see 
the results of this procedure within a time limit that I would find it acceptable 
for us to agree on. ! 


Spaak: Very quickly. 


Deprez: At the same speed, Madame, as other experiments and other committees which 
Mr Spitaels' party and yours have accepted in the past. As of that moment, all 
parties, including mine, will take their responsibilities. But I don't accept 
saying that we have sacrificed Brussels. We have given priority to the solution 
of the economic, social and budgetary problems. 


Spaak: But not to the solution of those problems for Brussels. 
Question: What is your opinion, Mr Michel, about this dialogue? 


Michel: I would not be against such a dialogue. Even so, it should not be used 
by some parties to make higher electoral bids. I have a feeling that the Socialist 
Party, under the leadership of Mr Spitaels, has withdrawn into its community and 
regional fortress because it had no scenario to respond to the economic crisis. To 
the point that he even went into the elections without a single project and with- 
out a single economic plan. 


Furthermore, you appear to be saying that not a single initiative has been taken 
to give certain institutions to Brussels. I would simply remind you that in the 
preliminary regionalization of the Perin-Vendekerkhove act, the principle of the 
three regions was applied. But this was deleted on the initiative of the social- 
ists. I have a feeling that the socialist policy has always consisted in finding 
fault with institutions or policies which it is not associated with. If the PS 
had given its support to this preliminary regionalization, perhaps we might have 
ended up with the three regions having definitively taken shape today. 


Intellectual Luxury 


Spitaels: I cannot let that go by. There is not necessarily any point in forever 
rehashing past experiences. But I remember a basically rather dramatic meeting 
between Mrs Spaak and her friends and us at the end of the Martens I and Martens Ii 
administrations. I am quite willing to make amends. Having learned from my expe- 
riences, I will never again give my agreement to such proposals. I have drawn 
lessons from the manner in which the Flemish majority took advantage of us. That 
is the real reason for my behavior. So, we will no longer join just any kind of 
coalition and we will impose our conditions from the start. 


Michel: What worries me a little, Mr Spitaels, is the fact that you said: "We 
will no longer join..." During that time, for this kind of intellectual luxury, 
you are letting the country fall apart. 


Spaak (indignant): The French community is falling apart and you call that an in- 
tellectual luxury. Really! 
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Deprez: We have obtained more for Brussels in the government declaration than the 
government in which Mr Spitaels participated did. 


Spaak: More than nothing and nothing equals nothing. There is nothing for 
Brussels in that declaration. 


Deprez: You have seen what we have put in that declaration concerning the steel 
industry and areonautics. Mr Spitaels did not get that. There is also a financial 
mechanism for the Brussels region. 


Bad Start... 





Qvestion: It would seem that nobody is opposed to a possible dialogue among the 
French speaking parties, but judging by what we have just heard, the least that 
could be said about it is that it is starting off badly. 


Deprez: Not in terms of the basic positions. 


Question: Is there a party then, which is really to propose a dialogue on Brussels 
to the others? 


Deprez: But it is going to take place within the parliamentary committee. 


Spaak: But the parliamentary committee is an alibi for the two French speaking 
parties in power now, so that they will not have to confront their Flemish collea- 
gues on the question of the Brussels region. They probably think that they will 

be able to trick us for weeks, starting with questions of procedure, etcetera. But 
I know our friends from the CVP. I spent 6 months with them at the Stuyvenberg 
and everything was knocked to pieces because, at a given time and for internal CVP 
reasons, Mr Tindemans decided that things were not working. Well then, experience 
comes in handy. It did a little later for Mr Spitaels. As for me, no more getting 
locked up in committees. Mr Michel and Mr Deprez are going to spend weeks trying 
to come to an agreement with Flemish partners of whom they know that they will not 
budge an inch... 


Deprez: We won't either. 


Spaak: ... on the Brussels region. Fifty years from now, we will still be in the 
committee. 


Spitaels: A dialogue, I'll buy that. But the credibility test would lie in the 
French speaking parties, playing on the obligation of government parity and whoever 
the negotiating parties may be, saying: "We will go along with it only if a cer- 
tain number of points of primary importance have been agreed on." Otherwise the 
Flemish will play with us and take one or the other of us. So then, yes to the 
dialogue, but not to give a clear conscience to those in the government. 


Deprez: But let Mr Spitaels now specify the commitment he makes. I'll see if I 
can subscribe to it. 


Spitaels: We are not here to negotiate our lowest common denominator and which, in 
my mind, all four of us would commit ourselves to. What I am saying is: 1. No 
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tying up. We are not going to talk about the Flemish in the 19 municipalities with- 
out talking about the outlying areas. 2. The boundaries are unacceptable. What ~ 
about the municipalities in the outlying areas then? A referendum beyond that? 
This is open to discussion. 3. It must have its own executive body, an assembly. 
That is clear. 


Deprez: Does this mean that your party would no longer accept to join a government 
as long as those conditions have not been met? 


Spitaels: I am willing to agree with you. What I am saying is that Mrs Spaak by 
herself may want, let us say 80. That Spitaels by himself may want 70, and I will 
not make the provocative statement that you may want 60 and Mr Michel 60. What I 
am saying is that it would be much wiser to agree together on 68.5 for example, and 
to say -- without improvising today -- that we will all state the same thing and 
that we will no longer take part in the play. Then, as the Council of Ministers 
must include an equal representation of both sides, good luck to the Flemish! 


Michel: The demonstration in figures seems very interesting to me, but before say- 
ing yes to that kind of formula, I would want to check on the sincerity of the goal 
of those who propose it. I have a great deal of respect for Mr Spitaels, but I 
have the feeling that the strategy he developed was aimed at ending up in the oppo- 
sition and ultimately at putting their head in the sand. 


[3 Feb 82 p 5] 


[ Text | Four presidents of French speaking parties are determined 
to fight for Brussels, even if they are very divided as to the 
strategy to use. This is what we have observed in our precedi 
issue, during the debate which we set up between Mrs Spaak (FDF), 
Messrs Spitaels (PS), Michel (PRL) and Deprez (PSC), on the future 
of the Brussels region. 


Today, we are pursuing this examination of the existing positions 
on the French speaking side by asking the presidents how they 
perceive their Flemish counterparts. We will see that they make 
the same observation: the Flemish political machine has led the 
French speakers from retreat to retreat. 


However, they have not all learned the same lessons from it. As 
members of the ma’ority and sensitive to the seriousness of the 
economic situation, Messrs Deprez and Michel defend the principle 
of an honorable status quo. We have even obtained a little more 
for Brussels, they plead. In the opposition, Mrs Spaak and Mr 
Spitaels refuse to believe anymore in even the slightest Flemish 
promise. 


They also agree in recognizing that some day it will be necessary 
to activate an effective political lever to obtain satisfaction 
with regard to the problem of Brussels. But whereas the two op- 
position parties want to fight immediately, those in the majority 
would prefer to wait and first clean up the field a little, whethe 
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-- as especially Mr Deprez would like -- in a parliamentary commit- 
tee or -- as Mr Michel advocates -- through a merger of the Walloon 
and French speaking regional and community institutions. 


Question: How do you feel about what is currently going on in the Flemish communi- 
ty? Do you perceive a certain evolution of thinking, particularly with regard to 
Brussels? 


Deprez: If we were to analyze their public positions, I believe that we would find 
that all the Flemish parties exhibit, with regard to the issues they have chosen, a 
determination equal to the one we exhibit with regard to the issues which interest 
us. This is the reason why the solution of the problem of Brussels is such an ex- 
traordinarily difficult one and potentially a very disturbing one. 


And the determination of the Flemish parties is focused on principles which are re- 
latively contrary to those we defend. We say that the boundaries are negotiable 
and they say that they are not. Our position for the interior of Brussels is to 
develop and respect the representation resulting from universal suffrage. Their 
position is obviously not the same. This is why, before posing the basic problem 
and confronting it, we should first check all the paths which could be developed 
and which exist to get past the barriers we face. That is the interest of the par- 
liamentary committee. 


As Tough as They! 
Question: Your opinion, Mr Michel? 


Michel: Obviously, I perceive the Flemish as being very tough. I will not accuse 
them of being ambitious. They are obviously particularly motivated, but I have the 
feeling that as far as we are concerned, specifically during the government nego- 
tiations, we have proven that we could be as tough as they are. It is sufficient 
to see what we are in the process of gaining in the area of the steel industry. I 
am not sure that Mr Spitaels would have obtained that. 


Spaak: Did you hear the interview with Mr Schiltz one day on the radio? He was 
asked a question on the outlying areas and on the rights of the French speakers 
within the outlying areas. And Mr Schiltz, who knows the problem well, answered: 
"If the Flemish refuse any discussion on the boundaries of the Brussels region -- 
and that is the case --, then they will have to learn to live with large French 
speaking minorities in Flanders." That is the Flemish position. 


Spitaels (to Messrs Deprez and Michel): You have been extremely blunt in saying: 
"But, Madame, you didn't do anything; but, Mr Spitaels, there are touches of po- 
litics in this..." There have been very cutting statements. But when you are 
asked what you think about the bulimic Flemish group, thm both of you turn to so- 
ciological views. 


Question: And the current government declaration, does it represent progress when 


compared to what has been done in the past, or does it simply put Brussels on 
hold? 
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Deprez: In terms of procedure, the declaration confirms what the three major par- 
ties had accepted at the time of the state reform vote. It would not be polemic 
to say that the PS accepted that procedure and found nothing wrong with it until 
the last elections. 


Spaak: Mr Spitaels said that he had drawn the conclusions from it. 


Deprez: But I, too, have drawn then. 


Spaak: Apparently not. 
"Dough" or Democracy 


Deprez: Yes, I did -- absclutely definitely and absolutely firmly. Let us look at 
the additional achievements included in the government declaration: a confirmation 
that, while awaiting a final solution, all current regulations will be maintained, 
specifically concerning the municipal regulations pertaining to the Flemish in 
Brussels. We have introduced relatively important financial mechanisms, even if 
they are limited. Specifically, an evaluation of the costs involved for Brussels 
as a result of its role as capital and international city and an increase of the 
endowment to finance the transfer of officials from the Brussels regional adminis- 
tration. 


Spaak: But all of that, the Flemish are willing to accept. It is their whole line 
of negotiation on Brussels. Dough, as long as there is no talk of democracy. 


Question: Mr Spitaels? 


Spitaels: First of all, the financial arrangements existed previously and cannot 
be attributed to this government. Secondly, former Minister Fayat has already 
called for a common list for the Flemish of Brussels, for the municipal elections. 
Thus, representation for the minority in the 19 municipalities is not in the fore- 
ground for them. Their reasoning is clear: "Let us try a single list for the 
Flemish so that the proportions break out as favorably as possible. As time passes, 
it will no longer be possible to touch the outlying areas." Through the cultural 
committee, they are showering the Flemish families in Brussels. The number of 
Flemish is going to increase, and for the municipal elections 6 years from now we 
will pass to the stage of the 19 municipalities. We, we are going from retreat to 
retreat. For us, the better method would be the following: I am willing even to 
give in on the five points demanded by the PS, if it were to become a common French 
speaking position. But in this area, whether you are minister or I am, we should 
in any case no longer accept anything because we feel that we are going from re- 
treat to retreat. 


Walloon Prime Minister 

Question: Mr Michel, what is your opinion on these successive retreats? 

Michel: I believe that Mr Spitaels is not wrong. In any case, the events seem to 
prove it. It is a logic which has apparently been developing for a certain number 


of years. But I am not convinced that we should turn to separatism to prevent this. 
I think that what is necessary is to have dignity in the government and to show the 
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same kind of determination within the government as in meeting hakls or during in- 
terviews. It is not by running away from the responsibility of governing that we 
will necessarily stop the Flemish. 


Spitaels: I have a feeling, speaking of dignity, that the ministers in the govern- 
ment following the Egmont-Stuyvenberg agreement or following the Martens I adminis- 
tration had dignity and often fought like Mr Seguin's goat until the wee hours of 
the morning. But nothing can be done. It is not a question of one being intelli- 
gent and the other stupid. The question is that there is a stronger group, which 
always has 16 rue de la Loi as a propelling force, and which can make governments 
fall at a whim or revive them again. You cannot stop that dynamic process. 


Deprez: But if you find yourself in the government with the liberals, then you can 
also claim the post of prime minister for a Walloon socialist. 


Spaak: Of course not, they can no longer do that. There will never again be a 
Walloon prime minister. 


Michel: Why couldn't we demand a rotation, Madame? 


Spaak: Nothing keeps you from demanding it. As a matter of fact, Mr Nothomb tried 
it. 


Deprez: I myself, am willing to commit myself to demanding a rotation. 


Spaak: Listen, we should. I would like to say that when I hear Messrs Deprez and 

Michel repeat that they agree with the five points and with the Brussels policy, I 

find that it doesn't do any good. Fifty years from now, they will still be in the 

government saying that they are in favor of autonomy for the Brussels region. That 
doesn't do any good. If you do not at a given moment make it into a priority, then 
it will not move. You said that you have given priority to the economic situation 

over the Brussels region. You don't believe that there is a way to handle both at 

the same time. 


What Lever? 


Question: Nobody believes that it will be easy. Nobody seems to expect a final 
solution from the parliamentary committee which is to be set up either. What would 
be the determining political lever for you then, which would make it ultimately 
possible to succeed? 


Deprez: I subscribe to a large extent to a certain number of things Mr Spitaels 
has said, specifically in terms of the strategy of our partners. I believe that 
the only lever lies indeed in saying at a given moment: now the time has come to 
negotiate; this is the position we have taken and which we will not change. We 
have done this once before for the achievement of regionalization and community 
formation. It was this kind of attitude. With the single difference -- and this 
is where I would ask you to measure the risks involved in such an attitude -- that 
the situation this country finds itself in is a dramatic one. I don't see myself 
explaining to public opinion, or to the workers in the steel industry, in the areo- 
nautics industry or in the PME [ Smal1 and Medium Size Businesses |, that we are 
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going to pursue a blocking operation for 100 or 200 days and that we are not going 
to join the government. 


Spaak: But you are not the one who is going to do the blocking. It is the Flemish 
who are going to do it. 


Deprez: Under the circumstances we are in today, we absolutely need -- for Brussds 
as well -- a strong Wallonia, because Brussels and Wallonia stand together in terms 
of their fate. The cause of Brussels should not be supported by an anemic Wallonia, 
incapable of mobilizing itself. 


Spaak: And vice versa. 


Deprez: And vice versa, that is right. But under the present circumstances, we 
have given priority to a recovery policy in the economic, budgetary, monetary and 
social areas. Furthermore, it is our contention that we are not in a position, 

due to the situation we are in in terms of community and region, to be able to hold 
a line while pressure is being applied from another side. This is the reason why 
conditions must be developed in which negotiation will take place. 


Working Class Clientele 
Question: Can you imagine another lever for this negotiation? 


Michel: The real lever in the face of the Flemish parliament would be that of 
merging the regional and community institutions on the French speaking side. The 
day you have a single French speaking parliament facing a Flemish parliament will 
be the day when you will have an interlocutor of equal strength and equal effective 
ness. Today, you have literally tied up French speaking power. In all houesty, I 
don't understand why our friends in the PS in particular are so much against this 
merger which would make the Brussels-Wallonia solidarity official. Facing a cultur- 
al council and a regional council which are relatively not very effective, I see on 
the Flemish side a completely symbiotic institution which represents all of the 
people and has made Flemish nationalism official. 


Question: Your response, Mr Spitaels? 


Spitaels: This merger is not truly a lever. It is not a dialogue, not a means of 
action against the Flemish. During the electoral campaign, I went around all my 
union federations and I talked about Brussels. There were reserved audiences, some 
things more or less failed, but my big surprise -- I am definite about this -- was 
the fact that the issue went over well everywhere. This is not difficult to under- 
stand: half the people take the train to go to Brussels. Six against four, that 
is still possible. But when there are only 3 million of us, there will be such an 
imbalance between us and the Flemish that our fate will be sealed. Even our rather 
working class clientele -- those who make up our meetings -- seem to understand 
that if we go on this way, we will definitively end up in a subordinate position. 


Most Extreme Determination 


Question: Madame, Gentlemen, a conclusion please? 
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Deprez: I would note that, except for the timing and the conditions for the nego- 
tiations, we are following basically the same line. The problem among us does noi 
appear at the point of departure, but rather in terms of the relations we should 
have with the other community. I am ready for a most extreme determination, and 
so is the PSC as a whole. But with the concern of preserving the state, even a 
thoroughly remodeled one. Not to practice the policy of the spoilers. Determined 
but not spoilers. 


Spaak: I am worried, because in a country when two communities have to coexist, 
you can only live together with mutual respect. And that is not the case today, 
because of the positions of the PSC and the PRL. Brussels is an example of the 
Flemish desire to impose its dictates on the French community. If we don't resist, 
life together will not be possible. I am very worried... 


Question: What you have just heard does not partly reassure you? 
Spaak: Not at all! 


Michel: Alas, it seems to me that we maintained speculative, nearly electoral at- 
titudes. All of us have played our role of "opposition" or "majority." As for me, 
as long as I have not ascertained the absolute impossibility of reaching a solution 
through negotiation, I will always be opposed to any formula which would lead us to 
separatism, which seems to me to be the only logic of what Mr Spitaels and Mrs 
Spaak have said. 


Spitaels: I reject that aiternative: submission to the Flemish or separatism. 
The four of us can be firm together. I set one condition for the dialogue among 
French speakers: that it lead to minimal common positions which each one of us 
commits himself to abide by. In that case I would not insist on my five points... 
And thenI would like to say to Messrs Deprez and Michel that I don't want to sup- 
port that burning issue in a perspective that would push someone into a game he 
wouldn't want to play. Until very recently, this problem was completely foreign 
to my interests, to my professional life. If it were settled, then we could talk 
about economic and social questions. I would let out a sigh of relief if there 
were a gentleman's agreement between us... 
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POLITICAL CYPRUS 


CONVERGENCE OF VIEWS BETWEEN GREECE, CYPRUS DISCUSSED 


Papandreou-Kyprianou Convergence Doutted 
Nicosia 0 AGON in Greek 22 Jan 82 p 2 


_ ffext7 “Today more than ever there is a close brotherly dialogue between the 
governments of Greece and Oyprus for the coordination of moves and the drawing up 
of a common line on the Cypriot question," said A. Paj -ndreou following the end 
of the first phase of his talks with President Kyprianw. This statement of the 
Greek premier is certainly an encouraging element because it shows that both 
governments are concerned and deal seriously with the question of drawing up a 
common line on the national question. 


At the same time, Papandreou's statement shows something else: Until now there 

has been no common line between the two governmentsonthe Cypriot question, because 
if there had been there would not have been a need to hold talks for drawing up 
such a common line. It is indeed sad to find out that after almost 8 years of 
occupation, only now is an effort being made by Athens and Nicosia to draw up a 
common line on the Cypriot question. 


In spite of the delay we welcome the Greek premier's statement and expect that 
at long last Athens and Nicosia will indeed move ahead to draw up a common line 
which we will soon see (and not just hear about) put into effect here and in Athens. 


It is a universal conviction that without a common, above-party line here among 

the Cypriots and without a common line between the Greek and the Cypriot governments, 
the Cypriot question cannot be solved and the satisfactory end of our 

cannot be achieved. We also feel satisfaction at Papandreou's statement that with 
regard to the actions of the Cypriot goverment on the question of the intercommuneal 
dialogue there is no difference between the two governments. This statement is 

not very convincing and is rather a gesture to satisfy President Kyprianou. 


Anyway, not sven the most naive person would have expected the Greek premier to 
say that there are differences between the two governments while the Cypriot 
president was standing next to himl 


Yet the Cypriot people well know Papandreou's views on the intercommunal dialogue 
and Waldheim's ideas on partition. They also know well the views of President 
Kyprianou and of AKEL toward the dialogue and the {parti tion/ ideas. They realize 
that Papandreou's views differ decidedly from their views. 
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The joint communique of PASOK and EDEK is recent. The content of this communique 
emphasizes among other things the following: "The previous handling, decisions and 
actionsled to procedures which brought no results" 
(emphasis ours). 


Further, the communique underlines: "The two parties place their views in the 
context of a steady course and preparation in all sectors andre ject the 
handling (emphasis ours) which indirectly leads to the recognition of 
accomplished facts or to the recognition of a separate entity in the north." 


These views and the barbed hints of the joint PASOK-EDEK commnique are clear and 
not subject to misinterpretation. These views are in complete conflict with 
Papandreou's declarations that there are no differences... 


Existence of ‘Differences’ Disputed 
Nicosia KHARAVGI in Greek 28 Jan 82 p 3 


(fditorial/ It seems that those who wanted to see the Greek and the Cypriot 
governments fighting each other over the policy and handling of the Cypriot question 
were disappointed by the clear-cut statements of Papandreou and Kyprianou that 

there is no difference /of policy/ between Athens and Nicosia. Yet they do not 

give up the effort of finding differences a - In this difficult task of finding 
differences /the columnist/ Paratiritis of newspapes/ 0 AGON is now taking 
part, with his article yesterday. First he tries to prove that at least until 
yesterday there was no common policy. Interpreting in a convenient way an excerpt 
from Papandreou's statement he reaches this conclusion: "Until now there was no 
common line between the two governments on the Cypriot question because if there 

was there would not have been a need to hold talks for drawing up such a common 
line." 


But Paratiritis does not limit himself to this. He wants to prove anyway that 
there are differences on the question of handling. But Papandreou's statement 
does not offer itself to any misinterpretation. The Greek premier said: "I 
would like to emphasize that on the question of the Cypriot govermment's handling 
of the dialogue (editor's note: the intercommunal talks on the Waldheim ideas) 
there is no disagreement between the two governments." 


Paratiritis cannot accept that it is possible for the Greek government to a,ree 
with the Cypriot government on the handling of the intra-Cypriot problem, «ven 
though the Greek premier himself is saying it. He /Paratiritis/ questions the 
sincerity of Papandreou's official statements. "This statement," he writes, "is 
not very convincing.” And he continues: "Not even the most naive person would 
have expected the Greek premier to say that there are differences between the 
two governments while the Cypriot president was standing next to him!" Thus, 
Paratiritis, giving the lie to Papandreou, arbitrarily discovers differences over 
the handling and especially the question of the intercommnal dialogue. This 


tactic not only insults the credibility of the Greek premier and the policy of his 
government, it tends to raise obstacles to the normal relations between Nicosia 
and Athens and to hurt the inter-Cypriot talks. We consider it unacceptable to 
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question without foundation and with ulterior motives the sincerity of official 
and categorical statements. 


Kyprianou-Averof Accord 
Nicosia TA NEA in Greek 27 Jan 82 p 8 


ffext/ At the meeting Averof had yesterday with Kyprianou, he stated that generally 
speaking the two leaders are in agreement about the beloved island and expressed 

the hope that everything will go well after the many misfortunes it has faced and 
continues to face. 


Kyprianou said that Averof has been an old friend since his youth and "I was 
happy to see him in good health and very active. I wish him success." 


Kyprianou's ‘Wide Latitude’ Ridiculed 
Nicosia TA NEA in Greek 28 Jan 82 p 5 


{fext/7 Kyprianou agrees with everybody about everything. He was in agreement 
withn Karamanlis, Rallis, Mitsotakis; he agreed with Papandreou on a new line; now 
he agrees with Averof, "I think that generally speaking we found ourselves in 
full agreement about the beloved island.” This was Averof's statement following 
his meeting with Kyprianou at which they discussed the Cypriot question and its 


handling. 


At the same time, Kyprianou agrees with Papandreou whose views are diametrically 
opposed to those of Averof. The views of the Greek socialist premier are crystal 
Clear: putting the Cypriot question again on its proper basis, as an international 
question created by the Turkish invasion and occupation; internationalization and 
mobilization of the international community on this basis. 


By contrast, Averof and the New Democracy were the main sources of pressure for 
the "bold steps" and the entrapment of the Cypriot question inte intre-NATO 
compartments with the United States always the arbiter. 


From this simple comparison of the two approaches on “she Cypriot question one can 
see that there is no basis justifying Kyprianou's agrsement with both viewpoints. 
This raises an obvious question. Who is kidding whom? In psychology this may be 
explained by a split personality. But in politics it becomes a joke. 
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POLITICAL CYPRUS 


"MINIMUM PROGRAM’ OF COOPERATION DISCUSSED 
All Democratic Forces Urged to Unite 


Nicosia KHARAVGI in Greek 26 Jan 82 p 1 


Fditorial/ The patriotic unity and cooperation, which should be the foundation of 
rus' difficult struggle, must be a firm, daily and sincere cooperation of the 
people's democratic political forces, on the basis of an agreed minimum program for 

common action. No long-range political cooperation can be achieved between 
heterogeneous political parties without a basic agreement among them for the common 
goals of the alliance and the common program they will try to implement. 


It is not easy to achieve such an agreement for a long-range cooperation of parties 
with different political social and ideological foundations. Only deep patriotism, 
appreciation of the great dangers which threaten a nation and the appreciation of 
common historical duties bring about the unity of action in difficult times of the 
various political camps and parties. Under the conditions of the Cypriot Republic, 
in many critical moments conditions were created for a united action and close 
fighting cooperation of the democratic patriotic forces. 


Many times during the presidency of Makarios and immediately after his death, the 
overwhelming majority of the people and of the democratic political forces felt 

the need for unified action in the face of the threat of destruction. Unfortunately 
the patriotic unity was never transformed into a patriotic front of cooperation 
with a common plan of action. But our people have come to understand that the 
broad patriotic cooperation is feasible, can bring salvation and is required in 

the difficult moments we face, 


The common minimum program is the cornerstone for a more firm, long-range and more 
sincere cooperation of all the patriotic forces which will band their forces 
together in the common struggle. The Left steadfastly believes that such a common 
program of cooperation and unified action of all democratic patriotic forces is 
possible nct only for the struggle for a peaceful, just and permanent solution to 
the Cypriot problem but also in all the basic questions of domestic and foreign 
policy which relate directly or indirectly to the struggle for survival and 
democratic development of the country. 


On the Cypriot questiou there is a common line and tactic for its solution, which 
was drawn up by the National-Ministerial Council of 1977 under the leadership of 
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Makarios. This line, which received international status when it was adopted by 

the General Assembly of the United Nations, consists of a peaceful, just solution 
of the Cypriot question based on the UN resolutions and the summit agreements. This 
line can be realized only with the simultaneous promotion of the solution of both 
the domestic and international aspects of the Cypriot question. The process of 

the intercommunal talks under the auspices of the United Nations is the only 
appropriate way for an agreed solution of the domestic aspects of the Cypriot 
question in the context of a two-region federation, as provided by the Summit 
Agreenents of 1977 and 1979. 


For the promotion of the international side of the Cypriot question and the securing 
of international guarantees to safeguard the independence, sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of the republic, the most correct process would be the convo- 
cation of an international conference on the Cypriot question. These basic 
principles for moving toward the solution of the domestic and international aspects 
of the Cypriot question could serve as the epicenter of a common minimum progran. 


But a program of patriotic cooperation cannot leave out many other basic political, 
economic and social issues related to the survival and progress of the Cypriot 
people. Fortunately there are many basic points on which the forces of the Center 
and the Left, before and after 197), had agreed in the past. 


On the questions of economic and social policy these principles are: continuous 
development of the Cypriot economy with the simultaneous development of the standard 
of living and cultural level of the people; the more equitable distzibution of the 
national income and tax burdens; full employment; dealing with the problems of 

the refugees and the victims; the development of the underdeveloped areas; the 
implementation of the Medical and Medicinal Care Plan; the extension of free 
education, etc. There are, moreover, many other basic subjects of domestic and 
foreign policy on which /Center and Left/ views coincide. Therefore, they could 
also be added in a common minimum program of patriotic cooperation. For example, 
these include the question of democratization and improvement of our domestic 
political life; the question of the steadfast participation of Cyprus in the 
movement of the nonaligned and of the comprehensive development of international 
relations; the question of the rapprochement and cooperation of the two communities. 
The wider the minimum program of patriotic cooperation, the more firm will be the 
unity of action of the patriotic forces. There is no question that it will cause 
great enthusiasm and fighting exuberance among our people and agreement on a 
program of united patriotic action. But the main advantage/ will be the achieve- 
ment of long-range cooperation and planned action. This cannot be achieved with 
only a programmatic declaration. It will be necessary to agree on measures for the 
implementation of the minimum program, because the people insist on a program of 
action and accomplishment, not just simple declarations of goals and targets. 


Conditions for ‘Minimum Program' Set 
Nicosia U AGON in Greek 28 Jan 82 pl 
ext/ Certain circles, especially from the Left, have stressed lately the need 
or drawing up a common program on the national question, a program possibly 


covering other serious domestic issues which will help both the solution of the 
Cypriot question and strengthen the unity of the people. 
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This newspaper not only subscribes to and supports the idea for drawing up such a 
common program but it also considers it expedient to remind that it was among the 
first who, at every opportunity in the past and now, did not fail and does not 
fail and will not tire of emphasizing that only by drawing up a common line or a 
joint minimum program or anything else it may be called, will our national cause 
be assisted and the true unity of the people consolidated. 


But to have such a joint minimm program there mst be certain conditions and 
certain things must be cleared up, very essential and very basic in order to 
promote the idea but also to put it into effect. This first precondition is: 


In drawing up a joint minimum program all mst take part--all parties, barring 
none. Because from the moment one political group, large or small, is excluded 
for whatever reason, from this effort, the usefulness of such a joint program is 
inevitably neutralised and its significance castrated. 


The second precondition we believe is: The beginning of serious and determined 
talks among the leaders of all political parties designed precisely to bridge their 
differences and draw up a generally acceptable line on the national question and, 
if possible, on other domestic problems as well. 





This is the most sound and proper way to realize a joint program and not the 
"hidden" behind-the-scenes consultations preferred by certain circles, accompanied 
by conditions and demands. These secret consultations not only fail to move 
forward the drawing up of a joint program but on the contrary they fatally under- 
mine it, because their objective is nothing but to realize partisan gains and not 
merely to put together a common line. It is a partisan transaction and partisan 
horse-trading, not an effort to promote above-pay vy cooperation. 


The next precondition is no donbt the following: the faithful application of the 
program by the leadership which should also move ahead to consolidate above-party 
cooperation by forming a government of National Unity which under current conditions 
is not feasible. But even if it were possible, it could not be able to function. 


In conclusion, then, we must say that the three most basic conditions for realizing 
a joi1t minimum program are: 


1. Accepzance by everyone of the principle that all parties mst be invited to 
take part in drawing up such a program, with no exception and no conditions. 


2. The effort to realize a joint program mst be done directly through collective 
talks among the leaders of all political parties, not in behind-the-scenes 
consultations among some of the parties only. 


3. Following the drawing up of such a program it will be necessary to call on the 
leadership to implement it faithfully and unreservedly without retractions and 
retrogressions. 


If these preconditions exist, and if certain basic principles are accepted by all, 
then the realization of a joint minimm program of cooperation will be possible. 
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Such a program, of course, cannot be the result of coercion of some to accept the 
demands of others, nor the result of an effort by some to impose their partisan 
demands and their partisan line on all the others. 


This common program must be the result and the consequence of a free and responsible 
dialogue among all parties and not a means and a lever for pressure to impose and 
achieve partisan objectives and interests. 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


CENTER PARTY SEEN RECOVERING FROM BLOWS THROUGH UNITY MOVE 
Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 19 Feb 82 p 2 
[Editorial by Jan-Magnus Jansson: "End of Government Crisis"] 


[Text] The. first government crisis of Koivisto's regime has ended. The most 
important aspect of it, Sorsa's rise to a position of leadership, we have already 
discussed. There is nothing to add to what has already been said about that 
matter. 


Interest is therefore focused on the role of the Center Party in the drama. The 
party decided, formally and unanimously, to enter the government despite the 
noisy dissatisfaction which Sorsa's drawing up of the new ministry caused in the 
earlier phase of the government crisis. 


As we understand it, the meeting of the party delegation on Wednesday was a suc- 
cess for the center. It was obviously foolish of the critics to force a vote 
when they finally had few adherents. All the more so as differences of opinion 
within the delegation this time were not deep. Paavo Vayrynen, whose job it was 
to defend the government solution, was also the one who poured out his bitter- 
ness about the treatment that the party, in his opinion, had to undergo. It was 
therefore significantly better for the party to come together than to openly dem- 
onstrate their disagreement on top of all their other problems. 


The final action for unity was taken by Johannes Virolainen by not recommending 
opposition to the party leadership. There is obviously a lot of logic in the 
views advanced by Virolainen. 


If concern about a new election has had a part in holding the Center Party on the 
tracks during the crisis, he said that the threat of a new election is being 
used to force the center to make concessions in the government. That is correct, 
and there are many who believe that the government will not survive the budget 
negotiations, and that an extraordinary election is a threat in any case. Con- 
sidering Sorsa's previously demonstrated toughness when it comes to holding the 
government together, and also that the president will hardly threaten to dissolve 
the Riksdag in a way that would be pointless, it could also be that they will 
muddle along until the ordinary election. 
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We have previously expressed the hope for a unified Center Party congress at 
Rovaniemi this year. We have the impression that the possibilities of that are 
considerably better. The real crisis was cleared away with noise and clamor at 
Kuopio. Today both Virolainen and Vayrynen are outside the government. Their 
possibilities for cooperation are different than before. It is unlikely that 
Virolainen himself would again capture the reins of the Center Party. But if the 
party chairman understands the signs of the times and wants to return not only 
Virolainen but also the party wing which supported him, there is a good chance 
for a unified Center Party, to the advantage of the party itself and the entire 
country. 


The classical literature came into surprising use in different quarters during 
the government crisis. Sorsa tried to rub salt in the wound by comparing the 
hurts of the Center Party with young Werther's suffering, while knowing full 
well that the suffering in question was regarded as somewhat stilted. In con- 
trast to the youth of the novel, the Center Party did not in any case commit sui- 
cide. Hamlet and Peer Gynt also came into the party delegation. That the center 
confronted the question, "To be or not to be?" can hardly be challenged. And 

the difference between "to be itself" and "to be itself enough" does not lack 
significance for the party. But that problem is more applicable in another con- 
nection. 


The Center Party retains its large--some think overly large--representation in 
the government, which Virolainen worked for in 1979. Exchanging the Foreign 
Ministry for the Ministry of Commerce and Industry means that they have given 

up a brilliant post for a more advantageous one. Center's representation in the 
government was in some ways reduced in stature when Vayrynen and Uusitalo dis- 
appeared. However Pekkala remains, and Marjatta Vaananen also belongs to the 
heavyweight class, if that expression may be used. Her designation is a conces- 
sion to the Virolainen wing, which 1979 left without any real representation. 


A serious thing from the bourgeois viewpoint was that the Ministry of Education 
was entirely turned over to the Left. This broke off an arrangement of balance 
which had functioned for a long time. It can not be said that the loss was bal- 
anced because the Ministry of Commerce and Industry came to the center, because 
economic life has its strict rules, and there is not much that a socialist min- 
ister of commerce can accomplish, except possibly to make less successful gov- 
ernment investments. On the other hand in the Ministry of Education ideological 
questions play a large role. The bourgeois parties are now deprived of all di- 
rect influence in that ministry. 


Withdrawal from the Ministry of Education was not a pleasant operation for the 
Swedish People's Party either, as they have had great influence on cultural ques- 
tions, which are of great importance to the party, since 1977. That the party's 
portfolio harvest otherwise was outstanding hardly needs to be emphasized. The 
party leadership placed great emphasis on middle cooperation in the government, 
which was wise and correct. Realistically the impression can not be avoided 

that the acceptance by the party of the Foreign Ministry meant that the course 
was adjusted a bit toward a "neutral" and conciliatory position between the two 
large parties. That was the course which Ralf Torngren in his day held through 

a long string of governments. 
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The clash of weapons over the dividing of ministries drowned out the more quiet 
discussion of a program. Let us only confirm that the government program was 
agreed to with relative unity. The stress should be laid on short-range economic 
measures intended to stimulate business and increase buying power. The promise to 
significantly reduce labor pension premiums by 1983 for young employees can be 
seen as a clear sign that they are ready to take effective actions to fight youth 
unemployment. Also they are bound for a change of attitude toward part-time work. 
It says in the program that from 1983 it will be possible for people in government 
service to voluntarily go over to part-time work. Previously, support for part- 
time work has been from the Left, which has held that it has been used too little 
as a factor to advance employment. One can hope that this is a swallow which 
indicates the coming of summer. 


The heavy machinery which has been started to build a government for one year in 
the future seems a bit oversized. One justification for it is that the govern- 
ment which is now named can do more than run errands. It has permission to start 
immediately with measures which are called for by the changed economic situation. 
And while planning that task, it should also be protected politically. 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


SDP'S AHDE REPLACES SORSA AS FOREIGN AFFAIRS PANEL CHIEF 

Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 6 Feb 82 pp 6-7 

[Article: "Ahde Heads Foreign Affairs Committee"] 

[Text] Chairman Matti Ahde of the SDP parliamentary faction surprisingly acquired 
a high degree of foreign policy visibility upon replacing Kalevi Sorsa as chair- 


man of the Foreign Affairs Committee. Sorsa was not able to register his name in 
time to the parliament after his return from Moscow. 





When Sorsa arrived later, Chairman Johannes Virolainen confirmed his registration. 
Matti Ahde pointed out that he could later turn over his chairmanship of the com- 
mittee to Sorsa as long as a government solution would provide such an opportunity. 


If Sorsa becomes the foreign: minister, he will not take on the chairmanship of the 
Foreign Affairs Committee. 


Few Changes 
The parliament made very few changes in appointments to its committees. There is 
a bourgeois majority in all the organs in accordance with the existing power rela- 


tionship. For example, in the main committee positions are divided 24 to 12. 


The Taistoite Communists were able to retain their previous committee positions 
according to a decision of the SKDL [Finnish Peoples Democratic League] faction. 


The following MP's are chairmen of the following committees: 
Main Committee: Lauha Mannisto (Communist) ; 

Constitutional Committee: Erkki Pystynen (Conservative); 
Law Committee: Ingvar S. Melin (Swedish People's Party); 
Foreign Affairs Committee: Matti Ahde (Social Democrat); 
Banking Committee: Eino Loikkanen (Social Democrat) ; 


Economics Committee: 011i Helminen (Social Democrat); 
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Finance Committee: Pertti Salolainen (Conservative) ; 
Law and Economics Committee: Mikko Kaarna (Center Party); 

Education Committee: Mikko Ekorre (Communist); 

Agriculture and Forestry Committee: Toivo Ylajarva (Center Party); 
Social Committee: Matti Puhakka (Social Democrat); 

Communications Committee: Alvar Saukko (Center Party); 


Committee on the Council of Nordic Countries: Elsi Hetemaki-Olander (Conservative). 
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POLITICAL FRANCE 





TRIAL SCHEDULED FOR ACCUSED EAST GERMAN SCIENTIFIC SPY 
Paris LE MONDE in French 23 Jan 82 p 10 


[Article by Laurent Greilsamer: "FRG Physicist to be Tried by the Paris Military 
Court" } 


[Text] Accused of gathering intelligence for a foreign power. 


Since the State Security Court has been dissolved, the Armed Forces Permanent Tribunal 
in Paris (TPFA) is to try Mr Rolf Dobbertin, age 47, a West German physicist. This 
procedural decision was handed down by the criminal chamber of the Court of Cassation 
in September 1981. The trial has been set for 25-26 January. But Mr Dobbertin is 
already talking about a "rigged trial" and has made it known that he will not appear 
before the judges. He writes to us that "the TPFA is obviously not a court in the 
normal European sense." 


This question of principle aside, Mr Dobbertin has been fighting to. state his side of 
the case since his arrest 3 years ago. He says he has not broken any legal or moral 
law. The accusation contradicts him (See LE MONDE of 13, 14, 25 December 1979). 


The Circles of Truth 


First circle: the accusation. On 18 January 1979, Mr Dobbertin had probably never 
heard of Captain Werner Stiller, an officer in the East German intelligence service. 
He had left East Germany 20 years before and taken West German citizenship. He had 
been residing in France and pursuing scientific research for 20 years also. In this 
20-year period, Mr Dobbertin had married a West German and had a child. His doctoral 
thesis was delayed by other work. He was attached to the CNRS [National Center for 
Scientific Research]. In short, on 18 January 1979, Mr Dobtertin was still an unsus- 
pected researcher when Captain Werner Stiller was getting ready to defect from the 
GDR by crossing the Berlin wall at about 2300 hours with "an important microfilmed 
document" in his baggage. 


"Hawk" 


But on 19 January, the gamewasup. Defector Stiller had talked. Bonnwould take 
only 24 hours to notify Paris. Mr Dobbertinwas arrested by investigators for the 
Directorate of Territorial Surveillance (DST). Mr Dobbertin is no longer just a 
code name for them: "Sperber'"'--Hawk, With 1,060 pages of archives on microfilm, 
Captain Stiller provided France--via the FRG--a most incriminating piece of evidence 
against Mr Dobbertin: the “'statement of service" from the Ministry of State Security 
(MFS) for one of its agents. 
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There is no need, then, to imagine a desk lamp shining on the suspect, hesitant 
phrases and partial admissions, explanations and digressions, The accusation coolly 
accumulated evidence from good sources. In summary, Mr Dobbertin was a member of 

the communist youth. When he was a 20-year old student in Rostock, he became a poli- 
tical informer. Five years later, he was a specialist in plasma physics, and he left 
his country with the blessing of the Communist Party. After an interlude in the FRG, 
he moved to France. According to the charges, he had a double mission: to become a 
ranking researcher and to obtain good intelligence. He was to pose to his friends 
and relatives as a "fugitive from the GDR." 


At first he was a temporary assistant at the Sorbonne and quickly became a research 
attache at the CNRS. "Sperber" conscientiously photographed and microfilmed a number 
of scientific theses and articles preprinted from journals in the United States, 

the FRG, France, etc. However, his role became more strategic beginning in 1961, 
when the Berlin wall was built. Mr Dobbertin says himself, "Only then [did I send} 
to the GDR a certain number of preprints on theoretical physics, particularly statis- 
tical mechanics and plasma theory ... as well as on other theoretical subjects, espe- 
cially the theory of elementary particles. These were papers that my colleagues could 
normally have gotten for themselves if they had been able to travel freely and estab- 
lish regular contacts. I stopped this manifestation of solidarity in 1973 on request 
from the GDR authorities, who did not want to risk my activity being used against 
their policy of rapprochement with France." 


Until 1973, Mr Dobbertin used a Minox camera hidden in a small clock; afterwards, he 
used a Pentaka camera he had received hidden in a teddy bear. He also used other 
devices like white carbon, which makes invisible writing. There, too, Mr Dobbertin 
explains, "I accepted passive security measures intended to prevent somebody from 
reading my mail. These are legal means; no law says how you have to write when you 
mail a letter; no law limits your listening to the radio." According to the charge, 
he went to East Berlin once or twice a year. But "Sperber" met his contacts more 
commonly in Paris and at conventions, which he attended in the interests of his East 
German colleagues. The public ministry concludes, "Dobbertin was collaborating in 

a systematic information-gathering service for East German research." 


Second circle: the defense. Obviously, the lawyers cannot answer this charge all at 
once. They cannot let Mr Dobbertin be painted as an "intelligence professional." 
This black-and-white picture is countered by Messrs Henri Leclerc and Yves Lachaud, 
his lawyers, who hold up a picture of a man who considers himself a scientist with 

a certain loyalty to the GDR and who is "neither a defector nor a spy." For 3 years 
Mr Dobbertin has been booked and charged with passing intelligence to agents of a 
foreign power so as to harm the military or diplomatic situation of France or its 
vital economic interests. For 3 years his lawyers have said that the information 
transmitted by their client did not harm national interests. As proof of Mr Dobber- 
tin's amateur status and his good faith, his defense counsel explains that the one 
whom the East German intelligence service calls "Hawk"' refuses any exchange with a 
spy from the Western side. In no way does Mr Dobbertin want to be made money in an 
exchange. 


He does not intend for a minute to endorse a spy exchange. "I would like to warn 
you against mistaken speculation concerning my intentions," he wrote to the public 
ministry on 7 December 1981. "I would accept no solution to my case that would in- 
volve recognizing the slightest authority of the GDR over me. My country, the FRG, 
would necessarily oppose any move to force me to do this."" So Mr Dobbertin wants 
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to live in France with his wife and son, as he says. Mr Friedrich Wolff, another, 
East German lawyer of Mr Dobhertin's, is appointed to represent only the concerned 
family, which lives on the other side of the Iron Curtain, (Mr Dobbertin's defense 
was represented up to the summer of 1981 by Messrs Philippe Charpentier de Ribes 
and Jean-Denis Bredin, Mr Wolff has always served in assistance to the accused.) 


"Supranational" Science 


Third circle: scientific researchers, Only recently has a small group of researchers 
attempted to make public opinion sensitive to the case of Mr Dobbertin. Hitherto, 
the accused himself remained silence. But on 9 October 1981 he wrote a memorandum 
of 9 full pages to the CNRS theoretical physics commission. Since then, some of his 
colleagues have gotten involved. A petition is being circulated that calls for his 
immediate release, the "complete redrafting of the part of the penal code on State 
security, especially article 80-3," and the recognition "in the bylaws of research 
Organizations of freedom of travel, contacts, exchanges of ideas, and publication." 


Mr Louis Michel, a member of the Academy of Sciences, says among other things, '"'As 
chairman of the theoretical physics commission of the National Center for Scientific 
Research (CNRS), I feel obliged to testify to a mistake in the charges. It was at 
the request of this commission and not on his own initiative that Dobbertin made con- 
tact with plasma physicists working at the theoretical physics center of the Ecole 
Polytechnique."" According to his colleagues, his work was often thought to be "too 
isolated."' They would have liked it to be directed toward more concrete and construc- 
tive research. This counter-image is intended to prove that the accusation is an 
empty one. 


Fourth circle: the accused. He rejects everything, even turning the charges back on 
his accusers. He says he has never communicated the slightest secret or confidential 
information to anybody. The attempted miscarriage of justice, he writes, depends on 
two misunderstandings. First, there is a major misunderstanding of what science is. 
For Mr Dobbertin, it is a "supranational" matter. Once this quality is granted, the 
game of walls, frontiers, and national interests disappears. There are no Eastern or 
Western bloc researchers but a scientific intellectual community that cares not for 
nationality. The accusation of having transmitted preprints to the GDR would then 
fall of its own weight. 


The other misunderstanding involves Mr Dobbertin's relations with his native country. 
"It is certain that a foreigner will think differently than a Frenchman about his re- 
lations with his country," he writes. Hence his ties and contacts with the GDR. "It 
would be a mistake," he says, "'to interpret this feeling of solidarity with the people 
of the GDR and, especially, with its scientific community, as an attachment to the 
East German state. For a German, the State is not synonymous with the nation. The 
German nation has been divided into a multitude of states for most of its existence." 
"You have your role to play," he continues, addressing the military judges, "in the 
patriotic education of French youth, but it is not for you to make of me an East or 
West or North or South German patriot. That is out of the question." Stating his 
case strongly, Mr Dobbertin has put his judges on their guard. Nearing trial, he 
judges in his own turn. As an accused, he is an accuser. 
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POLITICAL FRANCE 


KRASUCKI AT WFTU CONGRESS ON SOCIALISM, CHINA, POLAND 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 13 Feb 82 p 6 


[Report on speech by Henri Krasucki, CGT secretary, at the 10th WFTU Congress in 
Havana on 11 February 1982, by Pierre Cames and Regis Huleux] 





[Text] Havana, 12 Feb--The work of the 10th WFTU Congress, under- 
way in Cuba, continued on Thursday. Most of the participants con- 
tinued with the major themes of the opening report. But few of 
them took up the question of the adaptations necessary within the 
WFTU. That issue took up a major portion of the speech by Henri 
Krasucki. 





“The world is changing, and the WFTU must be changed." That was the main theme in 
the speech delivered on Thursday afternoon by Henri Krasucki on behalf of the CGT. 


The French union leader said in particular: "It is completely true that the violence 
of the campaigns against the socialist countries may disturb the serenity of our 
debates, but those debates are nonetheless necessary. As far as we are concerned, 
precisely because the CGT firmly rejects those campaigns in its action and remains 
unshakably faithful to its internationalist ideas, we can discuss with serenity the 
problems presenting themselves. 


"At the Ninth Congress in Prague, we brought up some of those problems, in particu- 
lar the one concerning the effective role of unions in the socialist countries. 

The reception we got was not very warm." Henri Krasucki added: "We still remember 
how we were answered 4 years ago by the Polish union representative of the time. 
Could it be that our fraternal questions deserved different treatment? The causes 
of the Polish crisis gc beyond union issues." 


Problem of Democracy 


He continued: "But a trade union movement without real life--one that is simply a 
recording chamber for decisions made elsewhere--eventually results in decisions of 
that kind.... Truth requires us to feel that the Polish unions did not decide all 
by themselves to abandon their role. Those events... confirm us in our idea that 
in the conditions specific to each country, the critical problem of the socialist 
countries at this stage of their development is that of Gemocracy. And that the 
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place or role of the unions as an irreplaceable element of socialist democracy is a 
major aspect of their advance.” 


Before getting back to the nature of the changes necessary within the WFTU, Henri 
Krasucki pointed out how, in the CGT's opinion, the world is changing. He then dis- 
cussed in succession the example of Cuba, the question of peace and the balance of 
international forces, and the changes that have occurred in France since the estab- 
lishment of a leftist government that includes Communist participation. 


The CGT secretary emphasized: "What is new also exists right here. The Cuba of to- 
day is not the Cuba of yesterday. Its remarkable achievements in every field, the 
development of its trade union life, the maturity of its policy, and its interna- 
tional role give it a considerable dimension." 


Clearheadedness Does not Lead us to Skepticism 


Concerning the balance of world forces, Henri Krasucki said: "The violence of the 
ideological and psychological campaign against the socialist countries and against 
all political and trade union forces taking stands based on class struggle is aimed 
at concealing the decline of capital's positions.... The real balance of forces in 
the class struggle internationally has changed in favor of the workers and peoples. 
In no case does clearheadedness lead us to skepticism. The workers struggling 
fiercely against capital's pitiless exploitation cannot forget the decisive support 
which, taking everything into account, they receive from the existence and achieve- 
ments of countries where the exploitation of man by man has been eliminated." 


Henri Krasucki then stressed the changes that have occurred in France as part of 
the developments taking place in the world. He noted, however, that "in one part 
of the political and trade union left, there exist forces which do not want real 
change and which are seeking to scuttle the government coalition." He added: "With 
respect to the government, we act as a constructive and positive but also critical 
partner--as a responsible and stimulating force that appeals constantly for mobili- 
zation and clearheadedness by the workers." 


And he said: "In the final analysis, the issue that is now on the agenda specifi- 
cally in our country is that of the passage to socialism." 


Necessary Changes 


What changes are necessary in the WFTU? The French union leader answered that by 
saying: "We cannot be like the chorus in an opera, which sings ‘Let us advance, 

let us advance' while standing in place. There is obviously a measure of good will 
as to the climate for discussion. But as soon as a touchy problem comes up--and 
there are many of them--we find ourselves confronted by behavior that is not the 
behavior of an internatioral organization as such.... Frankly, we have the convic- 
tion that despite an agreement in principle and undoubted good will, the central 
labor unions of several socialist countries, for which we have the greatest respect 
and which carry gr: at weight in the WFTU, cannot manage to ‘live the WFTU' as an 
independent force. Whether deliberately or not, national party or diplomatic con- 
Siderations still carry too much weight." 
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Henri Krasucki also said: "In another connection, we feel that something must be 
done to help create a new and more favorable situation with the trade unions and 
workers of China." 


In concluding his speech, the CGT secretary was careful to reaffirm his organiza- 
tion's optimism. “When we see the exceptional makeup of this congress,... when we 
see the multiple ways in which new labor union cooperation is being established, 

we definitely feel that life itself is paving the way to something new.... It will 
certainly be necessary for us to handle it better if we are to fully be the WFTU 
in keeping with its strength and the times in which we live." 





Ambivalent Struggle 


In opening the congress on the day before, Sandor Kaspar, the WFTU's chairman, had 
emphasized that “the international solidarity of the workers of the world has been 
able to surmount the differences in political systems and to cross frontiers and 
continents." 


Following him was Ibrahim Zakaria, secretary general, who presented the report. He 
said in particular: “Our struggle is ambivalent: we must not wind up in a nuclear 
catastrophe, but we must also stop an arms race that is taking bread out of our 
mouths. With every minute that passes, $1 billion evaporates in arms spending." 


He later added: "The crisis is neither inevitable nor universal. It is the result 
of an outmoded social system. The media in the capitalist countries are using the 
events in Poland to challenge the foundations of socialism. The failures are the 
result of human errors, not of defects in the system. They can be corrected." 
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POLITICAL FRANCE 





DEFFERRE SEES POSSIBLE DISBANDING OF PRIVATE COMMANDOS 
Paris L'HUMANITE in French 13 Feb 82 p 6 
[Article by Jean-Louis Ivani] 


[Text] In response to questions by Andre Lajoinie and Georges 
Seguy, Minister of Interior Gaston Defferre has just announced 
that he is considering the disbanding of private commandos, 
which are "a danger to democracy." But there are still at- 
tempts on the right to fly to the rescue of the “Camembert 
commandos." 


In response to a question yesterday concerning the raid by the paramilitary commando 
group in Isigny, Minister of Interior Gaston Defferre said: "I have some jurists 
looking into the possibility of disbanding the type of company or organization that 
uses force." The minister was undoubtedly aware of the written question submitted 
to him 2 days earlier by Andre Lajoinie on behalf of the Communist group in the Na- 
tional Assembly, in which he was questioned as to "the steps he is considering 
taking to bring about the disbanding of private commandos, whose existence is a 
permanent danger to democracy." And Georges Seguy, also directing his remarks to 
the minister of interior, said last Wednesday: "It is not possible to allow the 
continued existence of private companies which have full freedom to maintain groups 
of armed men who are trained for all the antiworker jobs." 


The 5,000 demonstrators at Isigny, who assembled on Thursday evening in response to 
a call from the CGT and the CFDT at the Besnier firm, undoubtedly demonstrated how 
urgent it is for the government to put an end to the machinations of the crooks 
hired by the employers. There are still some, however, who say they are ready to 
find excuses for Lousteau's gang and even to justify its work. They are the same 
people, incidentally, who denounce the government whenever it decides to shorten 
the workweek or to grant additional vacation time to the wage earners. 


Yesterday, for example, LE FIGARO had the nerve to place the blame for the Isigny 
raid on the strikers, since "it is because the workers are trying to impose their 
own law in the firms that private commandos are recruited." Let us recall, if we 
need do so, that at the Besnier-Claudel firm in Isigny, it was management, not the 
workers or the union organizations, which eliminated 73 jobs on the production 
lines last autumn by speeding up the production rate and also eliminated two 20- 
minute breaks in order to implement "the decree on 39 hours," which said that the 
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workers were “too damned stupid" to understand anything about running the company, 
and which also said, concerning the breaks, “If you have bladder problems, go see 
the doctor." 


It is true, and this is what bothers LE FIGARO most, that the 125 men and women em- 
ployed at the cheese dairy were getting increasingly fed up with those insults and 
humiliations and with the policy of the fait accompli. They were saying so more 
and more loudly. So far the company had refused to negotiate. So it forced the 
workers to stop work and then to occupy the plant. As far as the events themselves 
are concerned, it is very clear~-but perhaps not yet clear enough for Hersant's 
newspaper--that the commando group's leader said that he was a personal friend of 
the firm's manager and that his men, or he himself, wanted to "bash" the CGT repre- 
sentative and communist militant. Lastly, concerning the fate of the Camembert 
cheese--for which LE FIGARO seems to feel more compassion than it does for the 
safety of 3,000 citizens or the freedom of 125 wage earners--let us recall that the 
cheese was in no danger. The workers continued to do what was necessary to preserve 
it because, as one of them told us on Wednesday: "This is our job and our trade." 
Since Sunday evening, however, the windows at the Isigny plant have been broken, 
doors have been broken open, machinery is unusable, men have been injured, and 
wo..2n have been traumatized. 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


PRIME MINISTER URGED TO DECIDE ON FOREIGN ORIENTATION 


Athens ELEVTHEROS KOSMOS in Greek 7 Feb 82 p 1 
[Article by Petros E. Garoufalias: "Mr Garoufalias Gives Notice to Mr Papandreou"/ 


/Text/ On his return from the NATO meeting, the prime minister mentioned --in 
answer to a reporter's question-- that "the unrestrained armament of Turkey will 
result, in a relatively short period of time, in the upsetting of the balance of 
power in the Aegean." This indisputably was a dramatic assessment by the prime 
minister which, as was to be expected, caused great national concern, if not 
agony, because he did not subsequently explain in what way and by what means he 
will reestablish the violent upsetting of the balance in the Aegean, a situation 
which is pregnant with mortal national dangers to our country. 


Of course, we do not know how the least serious contention can be ventured that 
the reestablishment of the upset balance and its maintenance in the future will 
be sought with Greek financing, in contrast with the galloping armament of Turkey 
with free, or disguisedly free, credits. And we do not believe so because in 
this case the burden in drachmas and foreign currency that the Greek taxpayer 
and our national economy will be called upon to assume is simply unbearable. It 
is literally insupportable. And it is finally inconceivable that we would want 
to become engaged --what with a three-digit budget deficit-- in an armaments 
race with a country that will be continually armed free of charge and in an 
unrestrained manner, while we will forever be trying to maintain the armaments 
balance through the Greek taxpayer's wallet. It is inconceivable. However, even 
if it were conceivable, again the consequences from this effort, even through 
self-financing, would be grievous for the standard of living of the Greek people 
and for the cultural development of the country. 


However, neither can that which in the past had so pompously and so naively been 
proclaimed from the rostrum of parliament be repeated, namely that we will secure 
our national security with our siding with the non-aligned countries. Backward, 
not only from the standpoint of economic capabilities but from that of military 
technological strength, half of the non-aligned countries are forced to turn to 
Moscow and the other half to Washington, and then at a given opportunity they 
change to an opposite direction and orientation. Moreover, the prime minister must 
not ignore what every Greek never forgets: that Makarios himself was non-aligned 
and that he had joined the non-aligned countries, without any non-aligned country 
not only not daring but not even conceiving of preventing the Turkish invasion of 
unfortunate Cyprus or in practically participating in the expulsion of "Attila" 
after all the years that have passed. 
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Therefore, there remains one and only one solution: A choice between one of the 
two superpowers. It is the only way for us to secure and maintain the balance of 
power in the Aegean, which if it should become disturbed would be exclusively and 
primarily due to the doubts that we ourselves have raised in the minds of our 
western allies, namely that sincere cooperation with them is uncertain. Only 
recently, the prime minister asked NATO to guarantee our frontiers with Turkey, 
although he knew very well that NATO could not give such a guarantee, not only 
because its charter does not provide for it but also because Turkey is a member 
with veto privileges, just as we have and which we, in fact, used at the same 
meeting by preventing the issuance of a joint communique. For what reason then 
does the prime minister, if his intention was to secure a guarantee for our 
frontiers, turn to NATO, that is to a place where he knows very well will give 
a negative reply, instead of turning to the Americans who are the mainstay of 
NATO, asking from them a confirmation of the Kissinger letter? Why? 


We do not for a moment want to believe that the prime minister did this so that 
he could at some later date maintain that we have to pull out of NATO because it 
does not guarantee our frontiers and consequently it is of no use, if not harmful, 
to us. We do not even want to conceive it. However, in the last analysis, our 
action strengthened the doubts about our intentions vis-a-vis the alliance and 
unquestionably contributed to this "unrestrained armament of Turkey." The prime 
minister must take into account, just as all Greek politicians must, that the 
most effective, the most indisputable positive security for our frontiers is not 
a written guarantee but the maintenance of the military and armaments balance of 
our country vis-a-vis its neighbors and close cooperation with our allies. 
Moreover, let us not forget that the friendship and non-aggression treaty between 
Hitler and Stalin was in writing, and yet despite this written treaty, Russia 
received Hitler's suddent attack one morning without any excuse. 


Consequently, we have nothing else to do but choose either the road that leads to 
the Warsaw Pact, a road which goes counter to the liberal psychology of the Greek 
people and to our solid national interests, or the road that leads to NATO, if 

we wantto reestablish the violent upset balance in the Aegean which, even the most 
naive among us understands, contains mortal national dangers. And we must choose 
soon because, in accordance with the prime minister's assessment, a few months 
from now it will be too late, perhaps irreparably late. 


It is therefore a fundamental national duty for the prime minister, in order to 
reassure the Greek people who are now agonizing and to decisively avert any 

future dangerous national incidents that might develop,to lay out as quickly as 
possible the political course of the nation. And he must, before deciding upon the 
road to be taken, think cooly and with an objective appreciation of the situation 
that has developed, far from any subjective impulse or personal ideological 
weakness, about what way and with what means he will reeestablish the so upset 
balance in the Aegean and how he could maintain in the future the essential balance 
of power that will constantly be disturbed. 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


U.S. SAID TO LEAN TOWARD TURKEY 
Athens ANDI in Greek No 197, 22 Jan 82 


[Text/ The question Greek public opinion ponders these days, and which naturally 
worries the government, is whether and to what extent Ankara is acting on its own 
or with the encouragement of "others"--the Americans. 


If certain reports coming from American sources are correct, Washington suggested 
to all three governments--Ankara, Athens and Nicosia--"patience and self-control." 
However, according to other reports, Ankara is acting in line with the United 
States, or at least with the hard liners in the Pentagon who cannot forgive A. 
Papandreou for "making public" through the American TV network ABC the Turkish 
threat, not the "independent-shift" of the Greek foreign policy, at least as it 
was presented to the meeting of the NATO defense ministers last December and more 
recently at the meeting of the foreign ministers on the Polish question. 


In reality, it appears that the aims and interests of Ankara and Washington 
coincide. Ankara believes that this is the "proper moment"--now that the NATO 
secretary general declares that the Greek strategic factor is “insignificant” and 
the Americans are irritated with the "contradictions of the Greek socialists"-- 

to push for its views on the Aegean and Cyprus. Washington, for its part, also 
believes that this is the "proper moment"--in view of the Greek-American talks on 
the bases--to "persuade" A. Papandreou that he must depend, above all, on the 
American military presence if he wants to avoid "engagements" and adventures with 
the Turks. But dependence on the American military presence means the perpetuation 
of the American bases without conditions and without limitation. 


we fear that the time is again critical. Regardless of a kind of "political 
mythridatism" on the Cypriot issue and the Greek-Turkish rslations, and no matter 
how much certain Americans "assure" us that the various maneuvers of the Greek 
premier on questions of foreign policy aim "simply at turning the attention of the 
people away from the burning economic problems," the fact remains that the Greeks 
are again united in a front of fighting cohesion, to defend the national indepen- 
dence and territorial integrity. 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


PAPANDREOU'S ‘THIRD ROAD TO SOCIALISM' CHOICE CONTESTED 
Athens I AVGI in Greek 2 Feb 82 p 1 
/Editorial: "Prerequisites"/ 


/Text/ In his speech at the Sporting Club the day before yesterday, Mr Papandreou 
gave reassurances that PASOK has followed and is following the "third road" to 
socialism which rejects the model of social democracy and "real socialism." 


We confess that we have no reason to be dissatisfied with Mr Papandreou's theoretical 
statement in favor of the "third road." Because we --the KKE (Int.)-- have for 

years been formed on and we have fought for the "third road" line. However, there 

is one problem here. And not to beat about the bush, we will say clearly: What are 
the requirements for the "third road" and to what degree does PASOK's policy 
correspond to them? 


Mr Papandreou has spoken a lot about popular unity. However, there was not one 
sentence that shows that a policy of allied political and social forces is 

needed for steadfast popular unity. Within PASOK and, in fact --why hide the fact?-- 
with its current "monolithic" and superconcentrated structure, can various socialist 
forces express themselves? Mr Papandreou, speaking about the duties of PASOK, 

spoke simply and only about "joining with other political forces on issues such as 
trade unions, labor centers, federations, cooperatives and agrarian associations, 
municipal and communal elections....." So, there is only PASOK and "the other 
political forces," undefined as a whole, with which PASOK joins collectively in 
mass areas? 


Are there not within the “other political forces" allied forces (of the Left and 

of democracy) and adversaries (of the Right)? And does not PASOK's policy relatively 
differentiate, at a time, in fact, when the Right is trying to go over to the 
counterattack on all fronts? What kind of "popular unity" is being promoted in 

this way? That is why PASOK is not implementing the first requirement of a 

"third road," i.e. the struggle for the rallying of all progressive and democratic 
forces that promote, with their programs and their activities, the goal of a 

“third road." 
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A second basic requirement for the "third road" is that it be based on the 
greatest consent of the broad popular masses, properly combining immediate measures 
with a vision of a profound social change that inspire and motivate the popular 
masses. Mr Papandreou repeatedly talks about the "politically attainable." We 

are not among those who would unrealistically advise "jumping to the skies." 
However, the "politically attainable" is not a static but a dynamic signification 
which aims above all toward inspiring and toward energizing those same popular 
masses, and at the same time toward assuring institutional changes. We do 

not think that the PASOK government is comprehending --at least until now-- the 
"politically attainable" in this manner. Because regardless of any of its positive 
measures (which we do not deny), it does not broaden the capabilities of the 
"Change," but to the contrary gives (on critical issues such as relations with the 
United States and NATO, economic policy and confrontation with big capital, the 
democratization of the state apparatus, etc.) the impression of a lack of planning 
and retreat from proclaimed positions. Is not the government disturbed by the 
anxiety (to say the least) that is spreading among the popular masses? 


A third basic requirement for the "third road" is the develcpment of self-activity 
of those same popular masses and their continous immersion in the decision-making 
centers of action. PASOK is the government, but how are the people in power, as 

Mr Papandreou once again affirmed? Has the "crowning" of mass organizations (as, 
for example, the GSEE /Greek General Confederation of Labor/) by PASOK and the 
cutback of public dialogue (read ERT /Greek Radio and Television/) any relationship 
with the slogan "the people in power?" A 


We have no desire to engage in polemics. Unfortunately, however, we are obliged to 


remind Mr Papandreou that his proclamation on the "third road" does not correspond 
to his government's practices up to now. 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


"PARTISAN' AMBASSADORIAL APPOINTMENTS ASSAILED 
Athens ELEVTHEROS KOSMOS in Greek 7 Feb 82 p 1 


/Excerpt/ The open and inexcusable intervention by PASOK, as a party, in the 
ministry of foreign affairs has for a month or more rendered almost all the 
services of the ministry inoperative and, in fact, to an alarming degree. At 

the same time, the appointment the day before yesterday of ambassadors from among 
"PASOK's personalities" is creating a picture of complete paralysis in this 
critical ministry. Moreover, insecurity and uncertainty prevails among foreign 
service employees, especially among those in positions of embassy counsellor 
second class and above. 


The situation is especially troublesome among those in ambassadorial ranks, both 
those serving at home and those serving in various countries abroad because they 
are being confronted with the danger of being replaced from one minute to another 
by persons outside the diplomatic sphere or of being thrown to the sidelines and 
being used in "dead" positions. 


Thus, the general atmosphere at this time in the ministry of foreign affairs is 
not at all satisfactory and because of the prevailing conditions it does not 
appear that there will be much progress on many issues that are basic to the 
country's foreign policy. 


Published reports relate that about 20 or more diplomatic career positions will be 
affected over a period of time. Those diplomats, who are now serving in critical 
places both at home and abroad, will be replaced by persons who are devoted to 
PASOK and who are engaged in various professions. These individuals, according to 
the same published reports, have already been selected by the all-powerful 

--as it has become known to all-- executive committee of the government party and 
they are already preparing to assume their positions. According to the same 
information, Mr Khr. Stremmenos and Mr Emm. Kafetzopoulos, who have been appointed 
to Italy and Libya reepectively, are the two first of these. They will be followed 
by others, among whom are Mr Emm. Poniridis, PASOK Euro-deputy, Th. Katsanevas, 
the prime minister's son-in-law, etc. To prevent expressions of discontent and 
possible resignations of diplomats, the appointments will take place gradually 
and methodically through May, at which time the assignment of the above-mentioned 
number of PASOK ambassadors will have been completed. 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


CENTRIFUGAL TENDENCIES NOTED WITHIN NEW DEMOCRACY 
Athens OIKONOMIKOS TAKHYDROMOS in Greek No 3 (1446), 21 Jan 82 pp 11-12 


[Excerpt] The two months of March and April will be, according to all indications, a 
period of very interesting developments "in our political affairs centered on 

the possible effects of certain serious fermentations" currently taking place 
within the New Democracy Party. 


The question of the resignation of the ND local committees, the reaction of the 
organization in the Attiki region, and Averof's prudent turnabout show how conducive 
to developments is the climate today inside the New Democracy, especially since 
Rallis' resignation and the election of a new leader do not seem to be enough 

after all for a new beginning to "remake" the party after its recent decline. 


Other reports say that the "Rallis case" is not over yet. Not because Rallis is 
questioning the results of the election of the ND leadership but because of his 
personal activation. This activation, however, will not have as its target--at 
least until some specific phase--the creation of factions which would result in a 
breakup of the party earlier than expected. 


One should not rule out some effort on the part of Rallis to gain some independence 
in the context of his reactivation (and not merely as a practical disapproval of 
the party's current policies), but also for technical reasons. It appears indeed 
that Rallis wishes to have a more active presence in the Chamber of Deputies, 
something which is difficult now when there is a party leader and three parlia- 
mentary spokesmen. He cannot participate in the debates of the more serious 
political issues especially at the level of party leaders. He can participate 
only if he becomes independent since now he is not given the right to speak as a 
former premier because he also happens to be an ordinary deputy belonging to a 
political party. 


Regardless of this goal set by Rallis, his overall preparation, according to 
reports, is designed to develop in time a political nucleus which may be activated 
as a rallying point when developments in ND or in the wider political arena would 
favor something of the kind. It is said that Rallis himself totally opposes any 
suggestion "even if all 112 party deputies asked for it" to again take over the 
leadership of a political party having the title "New Democracy." This means 

that by becoming independent and in the way he is planning for it, Rallis possibly 
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foresees that at a certain phase there will be a need for the existence of other 
parties in the center-right area in which case he could move in that direction 
together with certain deputies who still support him, with out-of-parliament cadres 
loyal to him as well as former ministers and politicians from other parties of 

the center. 


Thoughts similar to those of Rallis are apparently being entertained by another 
leading presonality of the ND who seems to be resentful because he was not elected 
as one of the ND parliamentary spokesmen. This personality is Giannis Boutos who 
has "put together" a group including most of the former ministers of the economic 
production ministries and the deputies that voted for him when he sought the ND 
leadership. 


Boutos' goal is to have good preparation and be ready to form a new party in the 
event conditions would favor this. In the first phase the work of its group will 
be directed only toward strengthenia; ND's opposition role, to show that a group 
united around a certain person can "4o a very good job" within the party. This 
would facilitate the approach to move ND cadres to whom Boutos cannot currently 
talk. In a second phase, depending on developments in New Democracy, one should 
not rule out the forming of an independent Boutos group which could draw other 
deputies or former ministers whose political calculations include the creation of 
a political party with a little "legitimate socialism" and familiar centrist 
principles which could convince the people about its progressive center-right 
ideology. 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


CALL ISSUED TO RALLY AGAINST NATIONAL DISASTER 
Athens AKROPOLIS in Greek 9 Feb 82 p 1 
/Editorial: "Responsibilities"/ 


/Text/ A logical end of a downgrade is the bottom. And Greece is on a downgrade. 
If something is not done, i.e. if we do not do something, Greece will end up at 
the bottom. Then, the labors of a whole generation and the sacrifices of the 
generation that preceded it will have been lost. Hellenism will live at point 
zero. And it will suffer new calamities, with unknown but nonetheless grievous 
results. 


This conviction of ours is not an arbitrary one. It is the product of careful 
observation and analysis of all developments both in various aspects of our 
domestic life as well as those in our international relations and our national 
problems. 


AKROPOLIS believes that the country is not doing well, that dangers are piling up, 
that sufferings are in the wind, that we are on the downgrade, and that something 
must be done. That is, we must do something. Because the deus ex machina might not 
show up at the critical moment. Our duty is to prevent the arrival of that moment. 
Who? But, of course, ourselves. All the nationally-thinking Greeks. The "citizens," 
in the non-Marxist context of the word. All those who believe in the fatherland, 

in religion, in family. All those who base their way of living on free economy, in 
private ownership, in democracy. All those who accept the law and respect order, 
tranquility and peace as virtues. All those who agree on progress but not on 
violent change. All those who know that the country cannot survive outside the West. 
All those who do not forget our recent history, not to hate but to honor our 
martyrs and to be taught.... 


We Greeks who work, who build homes, who bring up children, who want tranquility, 
stability and progress make up the great, the tremendous majority in this country. 
Because we, we are the country. But it does not suffice to exist. We are obliged 
to fight when the circumstances require it. The ND is at this very moment the 
only notable non-Marxist entity. It does not, however, show any inclination to 
respond to its leadership role. And this is one inauspicious mark for our overall 
national progress. 
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Holding center stage is disintegration. The same holds true for the Right, except 

for ND. Passivity imbues everything. But fatalism is characteristic proof of 
decadence and an omen of calamities. And the nation shall not descend to fatalism. 
One way or the other, it will find its way. Our newspaper, true to its history 

and to its struggles, is entering the ring. It raises high the flag of battle. It 
will fight, far beyond parties and free of personalities and factions, for the vast 
majority of Greek "citizens." It will assist every attempt, regardless of its 

origin, to stop this downgrade. And it will rally together individuals, organizations 
and parties that will join in this supreme struggle, 


We, we shall assume our responsibilities. Others too are called upon to assume theirs. 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


BRIEFS 


INTRA-MINISTSRIAL DISSENSION REPORTED--What's going on inside PASOK? Let's say it 
plainly. It seems that in the ranks of the voverning narty, there are signs of 
some differences in approach, certain lack of cooperation and coordination between 
ministers, deputy ministers and secretaries general. It is ~umored, for instance, 
that the ministers of finance and labor, M. Dretakis and Ap. Kaklamanis, complain 
that they pay "time and again" the political cost of the decisions taken by 
Minister of Coordination Ap. Lazaris without having been asked. It is rumored that 
"something is wrong" between the minister and the deputy minister of commerce, N. 
Akritidis and 1. Papaspyrou, that problems of cooperation exist between Minister 
An. Peponis and Deputy Minister L. Pitsioris, that it is difficult to find a 

common language between the minister of education, L. Veryvakis, and the deputy 
minister, R. Moralis, etc. It is true that these reports appeared initially in 
the rightist press in the context of an intensive rumor campaign about an impending 
reshuffling. And although these reports were denied by the minister of the press 
/and information/, the fact remains that every once in a while they are reproduced 
even by newspapers friendly to the government. /Text/ /Athens ANDI in Greek No 197, 
22 Jan 827 7520 
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POLITICAL NETHERLANDS 


COMMENTATOR PREDICTS CABINET CRISIS IN NEAR FUTURE 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 5 Feb 82 p 7 
[Article by J.M. Bik] 


[Text] Political circles in The Hague are nervous. The reader will say that 
he knew that all along. Everybody can hear and read how badly the government's 
(Minister Den Uyl) sick pay proposals were received by the PvdA [Labor Party] 
and the labor movement. Everyday we hear how sad or angry the social partners 
and their members are about the limited wage decree of the above mentioned 
minister who is only presenting the government's policy. 


However, that some politicians (including ministers of the cabinet) are betting 
among themselves about the possibility of a cabinet crisis within a few weeks 
or months, has actually little to do with the two above mentioned subjects. 

The situation in the government coalition of CDA [Christian Democratic Appeal], 
PvdA, and D'66 [Democracy 1966] is so precarious because public discussicn of 
these subjects is still so heated while new and bigger problems which should 
already have been debated are still waiting in the background. 


This would be a better way to state it: it svems to happen oftener that the 
policies and the leaders of political parties and social organizations are 
confronted by a dangerous backlog in discussing and processing (financial) 
problems. Such a backlog does not only concern insufficient information on 
pending painful government measures but forms in the first place also a mental, 
political, and psychological backlog in the work load of the organs of political 
parties and social organizations supposed to discuss and resolve such problems. 
People are constantly indignant about yesterday's policies while they ought 

to debate tomorrow's policies. 


Agreement 


Agreements on sick pay measures had already been reached at a much earlier 
date, namely in October of last year during the informational talks of De 
Galan and Halberstadt to help resurrect the stumbling second Van Agt cabinet. 
They are only now drawing full attention after they have become legislation 
in the process of executic.. 
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The central goals of the wage policies had already been agreed upon at an even 
earlier date, namely during the cabinet formation talks which led to the 
creation of the present cabinet. However, the political clouds of dust over 
it are only going up right now, and to what extent! 


The PvdA is stumbling around in these clouds of dust; internally divided, 
under attack by the labor movement, dramatically shrunken in the public's 
favor, and plagued by a succession problem regarding its political leadership 
which has everybody worried but afraid to discuss. The party which used to 
call former coalition cabinets “our cabinet" and which offered its voters a 
different (entirely leftist) cabinet as first choice, is now begging its 
coalition partners to publicly declare that this is also their cabinet. 


Before long, in a few weeks already, when the government presents its spring 
memorandum a decision will Lave to be made about enactment of further collec- 
tive changes. 


Last tall during the general debate, CDA fraction chairman Lubbers was adamant 
that the date should te 1 March. At a much earlier date there was already 
agreement on cutbacks of 2 billion guilders in 1982 although little is now 

heard about it in public. However, it is clear that the government will 

debate "the X amount", the additional cutback this year to present an acceptable 
deficit. 


When agreements were reached on further cutbacks of 2 billion guilders for the 
spring financial operation the serious deterioration of the situation during 
the last few months could not yet have been foreseen. It now appears that the 
real financing deficit over 1981 will increase to 8.3 percentage points. Even 
without the benefit of detailed calculations one is inclined to assume that 
Minister Van der Stee (Treasury) will soon begin to push for a total cutback 
in the spring budget of 4 to 5 billion guilders. 


Included 


In a few weeks we will see if Van der Stee did indeed get his 3 billion 
guilders. Although his attitude in the internal discussions has become a lot 
tougher, we may now already assume that he will not get all he wants. Even 
so, in a few weeks the ministers will again be forced to present painful steps 
to cover several billion guilders; their goals will not enthuse election 
workers, they are only meant to prevent government finances from getting out 
of hand. 


It is questionable if there will still be enough resilience in the PvdA and 
the labor movement to psychologically absorb this "sudden" blow. Even now 
remarks from that direction are already conspicuous for demands for some kind 
of compensation for attempts to save the national economy (that misunderstand- 
ing can best be described with the slogan: your economy is not ours.) 


Soon after the spring budget proposals~--towards the end of March--there will be 


provincial elections which, if we may believe current opinion polls, will show 
considerable electoral shifts and changes: the CDA will remain stable, the 
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VVD [People's Party For Freedom and Democracy] and D '66 will gain, and the 
PvdA is expected to sustain heavy losses. In the midst of such indignation 
and anxiety the cabinet will then have to prepare the 1983 budget. 


It would not come as a surprise if, for instance, disappointing sales of 
natural gas, disappointing income from taxes, and increasing number of persons 
entitled to welfare payments (more unemployed) would again force the government 
to enact substantial collective cuts. New and sudden blows at a time when 
there is still disappointment about previous cuts and defeats could make it 
impossible to bring them up for discussion, if not for the socialist government 
leaders, then, at any rate, for their parties. 


Interconnection 


Here is an example: to protect minimum welfare payments and the socially weak, 
one could very well argue for a change in the current full interconnection 
between wages, welfare payments, and the salaries of (semi) government employ- 
ees. Something could, for instance, be said for interconnections "at some 
distance" or for a-.differentiated system whereby the "real" minimum welfare 
payments will be respected as much as possible. Budgetary, as well as social 
motives, could explain such a course of action. 


The idea of interconnection came up in a period when it could be used to allow 
less productive workers or inactive persons to share in the growing wealth of 
active workers in productive sectors of the economy. The situation has now 
completely changed, we must distribute diminishing wealth and that brings up 
the question: ought the mechanism for interconnection in its present form 

be changed on short notice? 


Preferably this should be done before it is too late and the decision making 
process would find us with our backs against the wall. The coalition is 
actually fully aware of this problem but it is unsuitable for public discussion. 


On the contrary, it is frightening to see how, for instance, Minister Van Thijn 
(Interior) considers holding on to interconnection for government workers 
his contrib:tion to the defense of their legal position. 


Back Against Wall 


Will we therefore find ourselves in a government crisis with the cabinet's 
back against the wall, this summer at the latest? Rationally speaking, the 
PvdA has no alternative for staying in the government because of its condition, 
electoral and otherwise. After the formation of this cabinet the mood inside 
the coalition was not very good, it has not improved over the past months, 

and promises to deteriorate further in view of problems hardly discussed in 
public. The same is true for the mood among leading politicians and their 
parties. 
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Irrational factors -- personal conflicts and the mood in the parties -- could 
very well outweigh rational considerations. Worse: it will become increas- 
ingly difficult to reach a rational decision with angry party discussion 
leaders who are psychologically still far behind in their way of thinking. 


Do not bet on anything. 
Van Agt 


If there is going to be a crisis this summer it will be mainly the leader of 
the second Van Agt government who decides if there will be a third Van Agt 
government. Because under such circumstances the CDA is in charge and Van 
Agt acts for the CDA. He may find the second cabinet named after him a chore, 
as J.J. Vis wrote on this page earlier this week. In his career as minister 
and politician of the center he may have committed himself in violation of 

all political rules to the left or the right, in his party he is nevertheless 
for the time being without peer as vote getter. 


He is even a better vote getter than he imagined himself to be. The chance 
that by reassuming government responsibility the socialists would electorally 
reestablish themselves and recapture their former parliamentary prominence 
after a possible government crisis and new elections, was an important motive 
for Van Agt's lack of enthusiasm for a coalition with the PvdA last summer. 


Up till now this way of reasoning does not appear to be valid. On the contrary, 
a combination of CDA and VVD could in the near future constitute a majority 
disregarding D'66's attitude. 


This is another factor which could be of importance in the coming months. 
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POLITICAL NORWAY 


PROGRESS PARTY TO TIGHTEN ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 17 Feb 82 p 5 
[Article by Morten Woldsdal ] 


[Text] The Progressive Party is about to tighten its organizational struc- 
ture. The party's increased influence in both the national and local 
arenas has created the need for a stronger party organization. Carl I. 
Hagen, the undisputed chairman of the Progressive Party, stressed this 
point as the party prepared for its national congress beginning this Friday 
in Os outside Bergen. 


The Progressive Party, which has between 7,000 and 10,000 members, is the 
first political party to hold its national congress this year. The weekend 
session will be the largest in the 8-year history of the party. Almost 

100 delegates are expected, along with a number of observers. 


No major issues will be discussed at the Progressive Partv's national con- 
gress this year. Even though there will be no platform debate or exciting 
elections, the meeting will be followed with great interest, primarily in 
the light of the debate over the Conservative Party's tax promises and the 
country's declining oil revenues. 


According to AFTENPOSTEN's information, proposals will be made at the 
national congress for changes in several important laws, including the 
vccupational safety law, the transportation and communications la, and the 
health insurance law. Thus, less and iess tolerance of the policies of the 
Conservative Party government may be expected both in the general debate and 
in statements approved at the congress. 


Of course, the national congress also will be characterized by the increased 
support of the Progressive Party in the last parliamentary election. Party 
chairman Carl I. Hagen told AFTENPOSTEN that the party organization was 
changed completely after the election and that expansion of the party 
apparatus would be of primary importance in the near future. 
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This weekend the Progressive Party will elect leaders for the next l-year 
period. Carl I. Hagen is the undisputed leader and it is expected that he 
will be reelected without opposition. First vice-chairman of the party, 
Bjorn Erling Ytterhorn from Hordaland, will resign, however. Indications 
are that he will be replaced by Tore Haaland from Rogaland, who now is a 
member of the executive committee. It is also clear that member of parlia- 
ment Jens Marcussen from Rogaland wishes to resign as chairman of the 
committee consisting of all regional chairmen in the party. 
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POLITICAL SPAIN 


ROLE OF INTELLECTUALS IN CLASS STRUGGLE EMPHASIZED 
Madrid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Jan 82 pp 39-42 
[Article by Armando Lopez-Salinas: "The Intellectuals and the Transition"] 


[Text] The disenchantment over the meager democratic development in our country has 
deeply disturbed the intellectuals. This is unquestionably associated with the way 
in which the transition from the dictatorship to democracy began, the failure to 
achieve the democratic rupture, and hence the failure to form a provisional govern- 
ment that would convoke Constituent Cortes; in short, the fact that the working 

class and the popular forces in our country, including extensive intellectual sectors, 
have been unable to play a leading role in the transition period in which we are 

still immersed. 


For many years, virtually since 1956, a date which should be cited as that of the 
first confrontation by the forces of culture with the fascist dictatorship, the 
struggle of the intellectuals, whether or not they were militants in clandestine 
political parties, was on the rise, in many instances serving as the vanguard for 

a political, moral and cultural renewal of Spanish society. Documents, sit-ins, 
lectures, action in the universities and in professional associations, political 

and union defenses, assemblies, strikes and demonstrations which broadened the area 
of the democratic and class struggle, were our daily bread. There was a challenging 
cultural atmosphere which unceasingly fostered natural leaders for this cultural and 
political movement that became connected without much difficulty to the organized 
labor movement and the leftist parties, basically the Communist Party. In this 
context, the Communist intellectuals moved about like a fish in water. If not the 
hegemony, the initiative for action was generally in their hands. 


Democratic Boards and Juntas expanded the intellectuals’ area of political action 
throughout Spain. Militants and non-militarits in political parties, with a great 
autonomous capacity for organization and decision-making, felt that they were, and 
were at that time, direct, concrete builders of their nation's history. They did 
not engage in politics through delegation, but participated directly in it, collec- 
tively and individually lending a hand to change the reality. In many instances 
with first and last names, some of them nearly forgotten now, they expressed the 
desires for liberty which were harbored in Spanish society. A cultural vanguard 
and a political vanguard were, in a way, one and the same thing. 


Within the intellectual movement, along with the enthusiasm that was shown, there 
was, to be sure, and let him who is without sin cast the first stone, a certain 
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amount of naivete and idealism. The proclaimed solidarity and the proclaimed unity 
were brought about by the conditions of clandestine status, now somewhat relative, 
and by a common plan. 


That interclass, common plan (no other was fitting, in view of the correlation of 
forces) included everyone: intellectuals and workers, bourgeois democrats, reform- 
ists and revolutionaries. They were all united by hostility to a regime which was 
already at death's door; they were all united by what had been assigned a first 
rank: the conquest of political liberties; liberties which to some were the goal 
of their aspirations, and to others the necessary and essential phase for proceed- 
ing further in the pursuit of a political, economic and social democracy, the 
prelude to socialism in liberty. 


Everyone knows that the social right, faced with the policy proposed by the Demo- 
cratic Junta, submitted its alternative reform, seeking a new political balance 

that would insure the development of capitalism and its social preeminence (yielding 
in the area of liberties). 


It is interesting to note that, at the time, fearful of the influence that the 
Spanish Communist Party and the CCOO [Workers Commissions] might achieve in the 
event that the rupture occurred, the position of the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers 
Party] and other democratic forcess did not facilitate the progress of the popular 
struggles, much less the general acceptance that would have been necessary for the 
formation of a provisional government. Hence, with each bearing its responsibility, 
it was only able to mobilize a vanguard which was very large and aggressive, but not 
capable of bringing about the political rupture that the circumstances required by 
itself. In this way, the social right retained the hegemony in the change. 


Given the interclass nature of the unity to which we referred, when the time for 

the democratic liberties arrived, there was a great dispersion of the intellectual 
movement. Juntas and platforms had attained some of their objectives, and the 
various political and labor union options entered into a dispute. It may be said 
that when the unity of action and political unity of the opposition groups was 
broken, the intellectuals, or at least some of them, opted for a political formation. 
The class struggle, and the different political options, with their overt, everyday 
presence, determined and still continue to determine the historical process. 


Since the rupture, which would undoubtedly have benefited the political role of the 
intellectuals, did not occur, the reasons of history have dispelled many illusions, 
beliefs and hopes. Personal and collective disappointments have occurred. 


Illusions wherein the political change and the general elections would show a greater 
weight among the left, and of course among the Communists; illusions wherein the 
democratic and participatory wave, regardless of whether or not there was militancy 
in political parties, which had been produced during the last period of the dicta- 
torship and the first period of the transition, became rooted forever in our country; 
and hopes wherein the political change had its counterpart in a cultural change, 
something that has not happened. 
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The Forgotten Ones 


Actually, culture and the intellectuals have been the main forgotten ones in the 
transition. The consecutive UCD [Democratic Center Union] governments have under- 
estimated the enormous contribution which the representatives of culture could and 
can make to the democratic process that is under way. What backing have Spanish 
films found? What is happening to freedom of speech, under constant threat? What 
is happening to the graphic artists? What is happening to the theater? TVE 
[Spanish Television] is an alien disgrace. What has been done with science, edu- 
cation and research? The questions could go on, questioning the policy of the 
government toward our country's cultural development. 


The hegemony of the Centrists has not fostered any change of a constructive nature 
in the area of cultural policy. There are the General State Budgets to prove it. 
The miserliness, the meagerness of the figures (6.5 million allocated for cultural 
investments, 38 million to stimulate literary creativity) attests to the status of 
the area better than anything else. 


UCD and its government are the enes chiefly to blame for the Spanish cultural situa- 
tion. They have confined themselves, under a democratic guise, to reestablishing 
the structures of manipulation and control typical of the previous era. 


Having said this, it does not mean that the opposition, the leftist parties, have 
paid the matter at least the same attention that they paid the cultural battle 
during the dictutorship. In the parliamentary debates, generally speaking the 
cultural issue has been conspicuous for its absence. It is also a fact that suffi- 
cient use has not yet been made of the opportunities that have opened up in this 
area in the city and town halls governed by the left. Within the parties, and with 
respect to the society, there has not been sufficient bolstering of the political 
sp ce that the forces of culture can and should occupy. 


It is obvious that the political parties, fed up with such issues as the economic 
crisis, the construction of the Spain of the autonomies, increasing unemployment, 
terrorism, coup movements, etc., have pot known how, or have lacked sufficient 
ability to assumed the dynamizing, democratic and revolutionary role that the forces 
of culture bear within themselves. The workers’ parties have not known how to 
relocate the intellectual movement under the new political conditions. Many voices 
rise up, justly or unjustly, as the case may be, denouncing the excessive tactic 
orientation of the left, a cyclical approach which is incapable of connecting the 
problems of today, of the present, with the irreplaceable strategic proposition 
which places the issue of politicocultural hegemony at the center of a labor party's 
attention. 


Also brought into question is an alleged or real using of the intellectuals by the 
leftist parties, and specifically the Communist Party. As the complaint has occurred, 
one might rightfully think that the essence of the question does not lie so much in 
that utilization, but rather in the fact that the Communist Party has not yet proven 
capable, from either an ideological or an organizational standpoint, of putting into 
action the great inzellectual capital that it has available within its ranks, and 

the ideological influence outside of them. 








But, returning to what was being discussed before, none of this justifies the voices, 
some with self-interest, attempting to blame the left for the cultural ills of our 
country, and succumbing to the childishness of thinking that democracy and cultural 
revolution would arrive punctually for the appointment on the day and at the hour 

of the political liberties. As has been said so often, and has been proven once 
again, cultural time does not necessarily coincide with political time; and it will 
take many years and much effort to repair the devastation in this area entailed by 
40 years of Francoism, which cannot be swept away overnight. 


To think otherwise would be to excuse the right for the past and present obstinacy 
shown by it regarding intellectuals and culture. 


Intellectuals and Class Struggle 


In the situation that we are analyzing, other extremes must be considered. The poli- 
tical role played by the intellectuals at one time, and it could hardly be otherwise, 
has yielded to the one played by the political parties, the city aad town halls, 
Parliament, etc. This is not the first time that disenchantment has taken possession 
of a portion of Spanish citizens; this is not the first time that disappointments 
have occurred in the intellectual realm. 


One need only recall what happened during the final hours of the monarchy of Alfonso 
XIII, and during the first hours of the advent of the Second Republic. Everything 
seemed to be concentrated on Ortega, Ayala, Maranon and other intellectuals in the 
association serving the Republic. They were, in a way, public spokesmen for the 
feelings of a large portion of Spaniards. But politics , the class struggle, relo- 
cated the problem, despite the constructive role that some of them played, unlike 
now, in the Constituent Cortes. After a period of disenchantment, through one means 
or another, there occurred the invasion of the masses into political activity; masses 
who, by voting or abstaining, and participating or not participating in strikes and 
demonstrations, ignored the individual leadership of some valuable intell»ctuals. 


On the other hand, industrial development and its servants imposed conditions on the 
role of intellectuals in modern society, and will do so further still. 


Although science will not replace the revolution or the class struggle, we are living 
in the period of the so-called scientific and technical revolution. There has been 
an extensive development of specialized knowledge, and there is no clearcut reltation- 
ship of rank between material production, research, science and technology. And now 
that science has in many instances come to be a direct productive force and a deter- 
mining factor in some branches of production, major questions are arising about the 
role played by intellectuals, and their relationship with the capitalist system and 
the organized labor movement; as well as how they fit into the socioeconomic struc- 
tures and, therefore, in the class struggle which continues to be the determining 
factor in social development. 


In Private 
It so happens that intellectuals, more than any other social stratum, have been 


subjected to very rapid changes that have changed their status within the social 
framework, and an organization of production and culture which, owing to its 
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diversification, has fragmented and compartmentalized the society, dissociating the 

latter from the decision-making centers and the centers of power; and which has not 

only changed the place of intellectuals in the sociai framework, b.t has also trans- 
formed their internal structure. 


A process of proletarianizing intellectuals, a process of salarization and change 
in the working conditions within the capitalist system, has been taking place. 
Although this is not yet happening in all the professions, the intellectual is 
being forced to sell his labor force on terms similar to those of any manual worker. 
At the same time, perhaps because of the crisis, to protect himself from it, he has 
on many occasions assumed corporative attitudes. 


Hence, it may be said that, because of the way in which the modern productive system 
is developing, the hegemony of the ruling classes in the broad area of culture is 
being challenged. Generally speaking, when the social base in the productive system 
has changed, intellectuals have begun ceasing to exercise the mediating function 
between the classes that had been assigned them by capitalism, which is why they 

are currently subjects of social contradictions. 


Also in this regard, the bourgeoisie has been creating its own gravediggers, demon- 
strating that the intellectuals comprise an increasingly massive sector, subject to 
the objective laws of capitalist development; a sector which, after all, it recog- 
nizes only as a work force, regardless of the fact that it reserves, if you will 
pardon the expression, a certain number of professionals so that they may continue 
to be producers of ideological commodities that will help to reinforce the political 
and economic power of the system. 


Political transition, economic crisis and unemployment, cultural debilitation, and 
problems posed by the scientific and technical revolution are present in the crisis 

of Spanish intellectuals; a crisis that has been reflected in different degrees and 
on different levels of politico-ideological consciousness which, in any event, even 
through they sometimes occur in a nihilistic fashion, indicate a rebellion against, 
and a dissatisfaction with the established system. The fundamental opject of this 
criticism, not the only one of course, is capitalism. Marxism, and this is important, 
has displaced other philosophical movements from the ideological debate; it has 
assumed a place in the center of the polemics, either to affirm it or to deny it. 


But this cannot preclude our observing that the challenge to the capitalist system 
has not yet reached the levels of sufficient unity at the base of the intellectual 
movement to be able to express itself in an autonomous fashion, and in an alliance 
with the work forces, for a revolutionary plan. We cannot fail to observe how, 

all too often, the rebellion is located in the private area of the intellectual 
movement, becoming individualized and translated into the inoperativeness of gradu- 
alism. 


This is why we cite the need to make a concrete analysis of how politics is carried 
out in Spain today. Although it is absolutely essential, it is not enough to have 
a correct political line generally speaking; it is necessary to associate the work- 
ing class , in everyday activity and in the revolutionary process, with other sectors 
of the population which have different political experience and which experience 
politics differently, based on their social origin, their place in society or their 
cultural training. 











Unquestionably, engaging in politics does not mean merely casting a vote at the 

polls every 4 years, and delegating the decisions into the exclusive hands of members 
of Parliament and political parties; but rather fostering the people's direct, not 
delegated participation in the affairs of daily concern to them. It does not mean 
pitting parliamentary democracy against direct democracy; but rather noting that 

both are necessary, that they supplement each other. No one delegates, or can 
delegate his political participation totally to his representatives. The system of 
political parties is one of the pillars of Spanish democracy, but not the only one. 
There are the social movements and, primarily, the labor unions. Liberty must 

reach the factories, the production centers, the universities, etc. 


There must be a resumption, under the new conditions in Spain, of the meeting between 
politics and culture, which could become critical at the present time and from the 
present perspective. If the workers’ parties, especially the Communist Party, must 
forbid a utilitarian view of the intellectuals’ role in the revolutionary process 
and, on the contrary, view it from the standpoint of the necessary conquest of 
hegemony for a progressive social bloc, the Spanish intellectuals, as that kind of 
social stratum, can help decisively to create a new culture, interpreted not only as 
specialized knowledge, but rather as a knowledge capable of putting into motion the 
material and ideological conditions which, eliminating the distances created between 
leaders and those who are led by an excessive institutionalization of political life, 
will facilitate the participation of the most extensive masses in the leadership of 
the nation's public life. 


A Revolutionary Role 


The crisis will not be resolved by wearing penitential hair shirts for the sins 
that have been committed, nor on individual wailing walls; it will not be resolved 
by Ortega's "it is not this, it is not this," which, in certain instances, and 
obviously involuntarily, has nurtured the antidemocratic movements. Nor will it 
be resolved with correct or incorrect criticism, which is always necessary, of the 
shortcomings and mistakes of the workers’ parties, nor by claiming that politics 
is something dirty and corrupt, and that the solution will come from ethics or 
cultural development. 


The intellectual has been called upon by history; he must play a revolutionary role 
in society. Culture, the cultural revolution, lies in the center of the strategic 
problems involved in the march toward socialism in liberty; because it is obvious 
that the intellectuals must play their autonomous role in conjunction with the action 
of the workers’ political parties, a role which cannot be confined to the critical 
function, regardless of how necessary and essential the latter may be. The forces 
of culture today are a force of masses, as as such masses they must play a dynamic 
role in Spanish society, a role to transform it. And, we repeat, they must play 

it autonomously, creating their own instruments for theoretical and organizational 
development, which will enable them to participate in the socio-political struggle, 
in the struggle for a new culture. Playing it autonomously means doing so in rela- 
tion to the class struggle, in a confrontation with the capitalist system and in an 
alliance with the working class and other forces of progress. 
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POLITICAL SPAIN 


PROBLEMS IN UCD, PCE LAID TO RENEWED RIGHTIST OFFENSIVE 
Madrid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Jan 82 pp 12-16 
[Article by Julian Ariza Rico: "The Strategy of the Right"] 


[Text] To attempt an analysis of the political situation that will go beyond current 
conditions and enable us to ascertain the directional forces which, in our view, 

are seeking to determine the near future, requires first of all that we examine, 
albeit in a very sketchy and brief manner, the features and phases of the transition. 
For this purpose, we can avail ourselves of the notion that those phases are, ina 
certain sense, reflected vy the role that the presidents of the government in office 
since the death of Franco have played or attempted to play. 


The appointment and subsequent fall of Arias Navarro represent the initial intention 
and defeat of reformist continuism, wherein the reforms would not go much further 
than a tolerant extension of the old system, with superficial touching up, but with 
the intent of maintaining the structure of the edifice, and even its architecture. 


It was with Suarez that the reform really became substantial, and also, partially, 
with Suarez, major elements of a rupture were introduced, of which the Constitution 
is the most complete example. For the purposes that we are attempting to emphasize, 
the Suarez phase has proven to be the most interesting, with a difference. It was 
in that phase that the "political map" which still survives in essence today, despite 
certain partial changes, appeared. Jn view of the class nature that the Francoist 
politics had from their beginning, one representing the interests of the ruling 
classes from an overall standpoint, it was logical that only the left, with greater 
or lesser leadership and consistency, should maintain its initials, its organiza- 
tional structure, its programs and its alternatives, political’y and in connection 
with the labor movement. Among the things for which the Arias \‘avarro phase proved 
itself useful. was the fact that, during it, the weak embryos of political and 
managerial organization among sectors of the bourgeoisie developed, to put a damper 
on what, in the event of a rupture, would have been the hearing of the PCE [Spanish 
Communist Party] and CCOO [Workers Commissions]. We cannot fail to appreciate the 
significance of the fact that both UCD [Democratic Center Union] and CEOE [Spanish 
Confederation of Bisiness Organizations], to cite only the two most prominent 
(political and business) bourgeois groups in this period, came into existence 
during the transition. UCD was precisely a Suarez invention. 
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The Activism of the De Facto Powers 


Understanding the UCD crisis and the political role assumed by CEOE at present 
entails, first of all, an assessment of the nature resulting from the composition 
of that "invention", wherein very heterogeneous factors (conservative Christian 
Democrats, Liberals without a tradition, Social Democrats from the flood) were 
mixed, in many instances merely representing the real powers which remained intact 
both before and during the transition. It was Suarez who connected this framework 
and associated it with a "part" of the administration and state institutions, 
through that conglomerate of officials and politicians who were members of the 
bureaucracy in the previous system. Suarez and those related to him contributed 

an “apparatus” to UCD while at the same time impregnating it with a certain populist 
component, in certain respects underlying the national sindicalist doctrine which 
was substantial for its "cultivation". Suarez no dcubt thought that UCD could be 
the party in which all sectors of the bourgeoisie felt represented, including the 
ruling groups, and that only a few would cast their lot with a more pristine right 
such as that representeu by Fraga. The 1977 elections confirmed this notion for 
him, and reaffirmed to him that only with the so-called politics of the center, 
removed from any relationship with the former regime, could the left be curbed. He 
believed that he could win the confidence of the de facto powers. He did not cali- 
brate well the sense of class that the right in this country attempts to impose on 
political and government decisions. To use a symbolic example, perhaps Suarez and 
the Suarists did not think that an anti-Francoist like Oscar Alzaga would end up 
being a reference for those who desired and still desire UCD to be a party and to 
make a policy that are strictly rightist. To put it more clearly, they did not 
think that any adversaries of the previous regime would exceed their bounds on the 
right. 


Although it would be worthwhile dwelling on other considerations supporting the 
idea, which of course considerably transcend its "electoral “ base, we can assert 
that UCD has ended up as a party with a policy that is typically interclassist, 
contradictory and increasingly challenged by the economic and political right, 
particularly by the so-called de facto powers. To illustrate this with some 
examples, let us recall the enraged attacks which Ferrer Salat, the “front man" for 
that economic right, launched against the Moncloa Accords, bot> because of their 
content and because of the policy that they expressed: consensus. Later, we shall 
find that, with the Calvo-Sotelo solution, the attacks recurred again, this time 
on the basis of the ANE [National Accord on Employment]. 


This means that one of the de facto powers, the financial-industrial one, has been 
increasingly abandoning the UCD governments. As for the Church, another of those 
powers, both with regard to certain articles in the Constitution, and on certain 
issues involving education (the mainstay of its influence on social life), as well] 
as in basic matters affecting the affirmation of its power, eroded by the Divorce 
Lay and the fear of a more progressive handling of the abortion issue, there has 
been an obvious dissociation from Suarez and his policy. Im the Armed Forces, a 
certain amount of dissociation from the civilian power is public knowledge and 

well publicized. But it is telling that the activism in the barracks has coincided 
in time with the "activism" of the right in the. economic realm and, more discreetly, 
in that of religion. Nevertheless, even with aotable and numerous exceptions, it 
must be said that, among most of their members and preeminently among the high 
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commands, there is an obvious synchronization with the other powers, of whom it 
cannot be claimed that they have, to date, overtly favored anticonstitutional 
solutions. 


For the analysis that we are attempting to make, what is perhaps most noteworthy is 
not so much the initial reservations about, and subsequent opposition to Suarez and 
certain decisions made or accepted by him, which have caused influential personages 
and organs of the military hierarchy to change from a rather wait-and-see position 
to a different one, of greater intervention. What is significant is that, in this 
concurrent context of the de facto powers vis-a-vis the policy of Suarez and his 
governments, there has developed a minority "tendency" within the Armed Forces, 
typified by "autonomous" action in connection with the class interests evinced 

by the economic right in a more visible and expressive manner. This sector of the 
Armed Forces, a constant proroter of involutionary conspiracies and attempts, has 
reached heights as serious as that of 23 Fetruary. Precisely because of what it 
termed autonomy, and its time lag with respect to what, with a certain amount of 
parallelsim, is advocated by the combination of powers to which I have been constant- 
ly referring, 23 February turned out favorably for democracy. And the effect of 
this has been that the mission which Calvo-Sotelo was to undertake (a "regeneration" 
toward the UCD right) has been delayed, and even possibly aborted in the terms 
originally planned. 


The Independent Variable 


Of what there would appear to be no doubt is that, in the clash of Suarez and his 
policy with these powers, lies the key to his downfall and the root of the long, 
unresolved crisis in UCD. 


While it is obvious that a ‘political map" was devised in the Suarez phase, it is 

also well known that a "power map was established which, after a certain period of 
time, has acted on that political map, to “redraw it." The restraint consists of 

the popular masses, the electorate, and the framework of political democracy that 

the people have given themselves. 


Since the 1979 elections, the strategy of the economic and political right, whose 
only independence variable is that coup-oiiented sector of the Armed Forces (which 
has not prevented this variable from failing to be used in its entirety), has been 
to procure something which it had desired unsuccessfully in the past; that is, to 
readapt the political map to the German or Anglo-Saxon nodel. There is an inten- 
tion to take advantage of the precarious nature of our di tiocracy to prevent the 
establishment in Spain of the model predominating in th: nations of southern Europe, 
wherein the Communist Parties have a considerable social power, and the Socialist 
Parties differ to a greater or lesser extent from the Social Democratic variants 
which are governing or have governed in the central and northern parts of the conti- 


nent. 


Calvo-Sotelo was the "acceptable" candidate for the economic right, a "manageable" 


one for the other de facto powers and a "suitable" one for the UCD's own reorien- 
tation toward a long-term objective such as that of representing a group more 
representative of the interests “of the perpetual Spain.” The Calvo-Sotelo option 
expressed to a considerable extent the intention of leading the process of adapta- 
tion from the political map to the power map, through constitutional channels; 
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although to some of the de facto powers acting in the operation, there appeared on 
the horizon a change in certain articles of the Constitution. From this viewpoint, 
one can understand how Calvo-Sotelo really believed that the transition had ended, 
and said so publicly 24 hours before Tejero proved quite the opposite to him with 
machine guns and pistols. 


23-F introduced a distorting factor into the process. It forced a hasty remodeling 
of the new government, which was virtually the same as Suarez's last one. It had 
an effect on Calvo-Sotelo himself, in turn, pressing him toward “harmonization", a 
variant of consensus. LOAPA [Organic Law on Autonomous Process Harmonization] and 
ANE are two reflections of that different but not new policy. The Divorce Law 
succeeded. The UCD crisis became inevitably exacerbated. After the hiatus forced 
by 2/7 February, the attacks on the government irremediably broke out again: in a 
subtle manner from the Church hierarchy, and in an overt manner from CEOE, through 
the front men of the economic right. The coup plot continued. 


PCE, Between Two Fires 


Meanwhile, there occurred the congresses of the CCOO, PCE and PSOE [Spanish Socialist 
Workers Party]. The first-ranking union in Spain confirmed the line that had been 
given access a year earlier, after the negative experience for the labor movement 

as a whole from the union division and confrontation, a result of the differences 
concerning the Workers Statute, AMI [Inter-Confederal Standard Agreement], collective 
bargaining, etc. We shall aot attempt here to reiterate the causes nor justify the 
reasons that led to that situation, the major liability for which lies outside of 

the CCOO. We shall attempt to stress that, after the ANE, the unity of action 
between the two majority confederations was restored to a large extent, and a more 
favorable context was created for the unions’ action. With the ANE, there was a 
practical implementation of the policy of a democratic, solidary and negotiated 
solution to the crisis, and evidence of a political strengthening of the left. It 

is a necessity for the economic right that the ANE prove to be a disappointment, 

from the standpoint of future elections and making its policy of "imposition" a 
success. 


In the PCE, which has been assuming a "State" policy with a relatively small parlia- 
mentary and electoral base, problems have cropped up intensively, largely stemming 
from the results of 15 June 1977. It is worthwhile considering the fact that, for 
the bipartisan operation, which is in the gun-sight of the ctrategy of the economic 
and political right (and also in the PSOE, for other reasons), the existence of a 
"Eurocommunist"™ PCE on the rise electorally (let us give a reminder that we were 

the only party organized on the state level which improved its results between 1977 
and 1979) is one of the fundamental problems being attempted to solve, by encourag- 
ing its internal tensions, giving the maximum propaganda coverage to the dissident 
movement and its leaders, regardless of their affiliation, and fostering everything 
that would contribute to the internalization of its debate, with the resultant 
decline in the capacity for political action toward the society, etc. Also desired 
is the splitting from the PCE of sectors that the working class needs to win for 

the Eurcommunist plan. It might be noted incidentally, apart from the degree of 
irresponsibility among the inappropriately labeled renewers toward the effect that 
the worsening of the crisis in the PCE would have on the very serious political and 
social situation being experienced in our country, that another one of their mistakes 
might be that they sought to be the ones to win over the working class to their 
alternative. 
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There is agreement between that reactionary right and other forces concerning whose 
democratic guise there can be no doubt, on reducing the PCE, isolating it and even 
breaking it up. Although the matter would require more extensive analysis, it is 
worthwhile reflecting, for example, on how a position which attempts to avoid what 
is, objectively, encouragement for nationalism and even independentism (a proposal 
of EIA [Basque Revolut onary Party] and of the Communists identified with Lertxundi), 
in addition to a questioning of Eurocommunism and a lack of clarity in the struggle 
against terrorism, has in fact been converted into an attack by those forces and 
the news media which they control or influence, precisely against the PCE. It 
would also be worthwhile asking why the dogmatic sectors generally have a "good 
press." And, in this context, it would be easy to infer why Carrillo and those 
abiding by the entire 10th Congress of the PCE are precisely the target of the 
attacks. It must be said that the world champions of the bloc policy are also 
interested in all this, for obvious reasons. 


The French and Greek Syndromes 


As for the PSOE, it is understandable that it should be "for the moment", along with 
AP [Popular Alliance], the least shaken by the so-called crisis of the parties, for 
various reasons; from the soothing effect caused by the expectation of access to 
power and its corresponding electoral rise, to the fact that it has already experi- 
enced its crisis, and concluding with the moderate offer coming from its last 
Congress, in addition to the fact that those forces and de facto powers cannot or 

do not wish to open too many fronts simultaneously. But, if my impressions are 
correct, before the next elections are called, an increasing, diversified fence 
will be imposed on the PSOE to a marked extent. 


Actually, the results of the elections in France had a serious effect on the outbreak 
of the right wing offensive this summer. The victory of PASOK [Panheller.ic Socialist 
Movement Party] in Greece also played a part in the maintenance and exacerbation of 
that offensive. Moreover, the U.S.foreign policy has clashed with a PSOE which may 
feel tempted not so much to bring up the issue of NATO again if it comes to power, 
as to show greater independence in international policy and a spur from the sectors 
in Europe which want to evade the dialectics of the blocs. Without embarking on 
other considerations which would lead us to the inviability of a PSOE government by 
itself, at least over the short and medium term, and also without concealing the 
fact that, in its long-term policy there are minority sectors on the right which 
are bandying about the possibility of "burning" the PSOE now, in view of the objec- 
tive limitations imposed by the economic crisis, and also those imposed by the 
influence of the de facto powers (without considering what it would mean to have 
all the bourgeois parties combined in the opposition), it seems doubtless that, to 
the vast majority of the right dominating our country, the passage of the PSOE to 
the government, even in a coalition with UCD, would appear to be a ec°tastrophe. 
That the PSOE should not progress and, if possible, should have a setback in the 
elections, is another basic matter for the forces and powers to whom I have been 
referring. The control of the main communications media (let us recall what 
happened in TVE [Spanish Television]), and the fostering of the atmosphere of 
insecurity, which benefited so much from the "institutionalization" of the coup 
atmosphere, in addition to other devices that could be activated, are points to be 
taken into account. 
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As part of the economic and political right wing strategy at the present time, it 
may prove tactically necessary not to abandon the center area. We cannot eliminate 
this item when it is time to assess how the remodeling of the new Calvo-Sotelo 
government has been resolved. Although the unstable internal balance of UCD and 
what was noted before about the collateral effects of 23-F have a great deal to do 
with the solution, and although we are convinced that, with that government, it is 
quite unlikely that we shall arrive at the 1983 elections, there is no doubt that 
the intention of reducing the PSOE's chances to the maximum extent must have had 
some effect on the final decision. What one infers from all this is that they are 
trying to win the elections with UCD and everything to the right of it. 


I would summari: 2 by saying that the goal may be to form a government, after the 
elections, with less UCD weight and greater AP weight, as the starting point for 

a political group which would come to represent the vast majority of the country's 
sociological and political right. On its side, there would be a Social Democratized 
PSOE, with a virtually residual PCE, with its frontiers limited to what we term 
forces of culture. That might be the new political map which is being counted on. 


In this inevitably incomplete and even somewhat "linear" analysis, I have obviated 
the not to be rejected hypothesis that the coup variable may end up attaining its 
goal. Outcomes which are extra- or anti-constitutional, unbloody or bloody, gentle 
or harsh, are by no means to be precluded. But I believe that, at least up until 
now, they have been just another element counted on in the solution chosen by those 
de facto powers which have so much influence on the destiny of our fatherland. 


For reasons of space, it is impossible (nor do I deem it necessary) to give an 
account of the alternatives to be carried out to prevent that goal of the right 
from becoming a reality. They appear in the line from our 10ch Congress, and in 
the policy proposals and those regarding mass mobilizations with which we are all 
familiar. 


2909 
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POLITICAL SPAIN 


CRISIS OF FACTION-RIDDEN PSUC BLAMED ON ‘OBJECTIVE FACTORS' 
Madrid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Jan 82 pp 17-21 


[Article by Andreu Claret Serra: "PSUC: A Year of Crisis, Its Meaning and Some of 
Its Causes" ] 


[Text] I am writing this comment on the crisis that the PSUC [Unified Socialist 
Party of Catalonia] has experienced during 1981, the very year of the Fifth Congress, 
when there has not yet concluded what in all probability will go down in history as 
one of the most tragic episodes (and also one with the greatest political essence) 
of our party. I am writing when it is not yet possible to predict exactly the out- 
come of the crisis and its consequences for the social, political and electoral 
entrenchment of the PSUC in Catalonian society. But I am doing so convinced that 
1981 has not elapsed in vain: It has at least offered us an opportunity to compre- 
hend the political significance of this crisis, which is not slight, because it 
entails the first step toward overcoming the confrontation in its irrational, fruit- 
less phase, and toward eventually paving the way for a fruitful, political debate, 
and a clarification which can and should make the PSUC once again a great labor 
force and a reference point for all the progressive ideas and all the demands for 
change manifested in Catalonia. 


The Political Background of the Confrontation 


When I claim that 1981 has not elapsed in vain, it is because I believe that the 
positions assumed throughout the year by all the leaders of the crisis have made 

it possible to clear away much of the fogginess that surrounded the Fifth Congress, 
and have disclosed the political background of the confrontation that the PSUC has 
experienced during this period; although, as is usually the case, a major contribu- 
tion to this clarification process has been made by events in political and social 
life, especi-lly on the international level (political charges in Europe, an out- 
break of pacifism, and renovation and crisis in Poland). 


It is a fact that the Fifth Congress was the object of many debates which took 
place on simultaneous stages. It represented a time of crystallization for much 
dissatisfaction which accumulated during the transition. It entailed a wholesome, 
sincere attempt by many members who wished to expose and eliminate evils that had 
been imbedded in our political activity for years, including that of a pragmatism 
which tends to undervalue the party's role as an intellectual collective, and which 
(in the new democratic context) could no longer, and can no longer be corrected 
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with the skillful tactics of the leadership teams and the voluntarism of the mili- 
tants. (When the waters have returned to their channel, we shall have to retrieve 
from this Fifth Congress all of its democratic experience and its attempt to allow 
a congress to be also the place where there is an expression of the feelings and 
desires of the members. But this will be very difficult (as it has, in fact, been 
for the PSUC leadership all this year), so long as the waters have not returned to 
their channel; in other words, so long as the party has failed to recover the indis- 
pensable sense of its organic nature, and so long as the overt confrontation 
concerning the core of our strategic plan has failed to be settled.) 


Because the Fifth Congress was also, and primarily, an attempt to bring into question 
the bases of our historical plan (and that of the PCE): socialism in democracy, 
revolution of the majority, unity of the left, a party of masses, and independence 

in the international area; and to replace it with a different plan with features 
which were still undefined during the course of the Fifth Congress, but which have 
become affirmed subsequently as a leadership that is "classic", so to speak, the 

most prominent and explicit trait of which is that of dependence in the international 
area, but which also is directed toward other ideas germane to the Third International, 
for example, in its subsidiary concept of democracy and of its function in the 
construction of socialism, or in its position toward Socialist and Social Democratic 
tradition. It might be claimed that this is not so, that sich a plan was not and is 
not written anywhere. And that is true in one sense: There is not yet in existence 
any finished formula that is being attempted to establish as a definite alternative 
to the concept of socialism in liberty. But, since when has a process of political 
differentiation been introduced already finished at its beginnings, and even in a 
crisis, concluding with two opposing plans, two policies and the creation of two 
organizations? Here, too, from the very outset, the Fifth Congress had its "music" 
and its "lyrics". And although, in the "lyrics" (examined later by the Central 
Committee to determine the well publicized "contradictions" expressed in th: texts 
that were approved) there appeared only a few elements originating from a political 
source of a type different from that of the Fourth Congress ', the fact is that the 
"music" of the Fifth Congress had already revealed the depth of the political confron- 
tation that was opening up in the PSUC. 





To confirm what now, a year after the Congress, is something more than intuition, it 
befits us to recall certain political proposals which did not become part of the 
approved texts (because they were not supported to the end by their promoters, or 
because they did not obtain the backing of a majority of the delegates), but which 
were part of the same political source that dealt with Eurocommunism in the Theses 
and which introduced some amendments of unmistakable significance into the chapter 
on international policy. A prime and telling example: the proposal to replace 
"socialism in democracy" with "socialist democracy", upheld by the famous amendments 
of the Valles Occidental District Committee. Another example: the justification of 
the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan based on the theory of "the repeated requests 
of the legitimate government of that country." Or the aotion whereby the problems 
among socialist countries are explained by "the role which the USSR has been forced 
to play as a leading military-economic power in the socialist bloc," another proposal 
from the Valles Occidental District Committee. 





Hence the political importance and significance of some of the amendments that were 
approved (apart from the fact that not all the delegates were aware of their 
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"alternative" significance); particularly that of the one heading the factional 
group's entire international concept, claiming that "the confrontation between the 
socialist countries and imperialism is one of the chief manifestations of the class 
struggle on the international level." (Certainly in overt contradiction to the 
assertion contained in the same Thesis, a few lines below, to the effect that the 
"PSUC is a consistent defender of peace and peaceful coexistence, on behalf of the 
simultaneous, negotiated elimination of the military blocs.") 


The Fifth Congress, I insist, cannot be reduced to this, to an offensive against 
Eurocommunism and against an independent policy on the international level. The 
desire and the intentions of the nearly 1,000 delegates or of the slightly over 400 
who voted against keeping this term in the Theses tc describe our political plan, 
cannot by any means by confined to that extent. But the fact is that the vehicle 
which carried worthwhile critical intenticns went in a direction as mistaken as it 
was unmistakable; although only a few recognized it. And it is undeniable that 

many of those in the Central Committee who have now championed the faction managed 

to capitalize on the uneasiness and desire for change of many members, in the service 
of an alternative political plan. 


A year from the Fifth Congress, its determining factor is the existence of this 
alternative plan, matured and upheld with all its consequences, without regard for 
the use of methods, which areexplicable only if they are in the service of an 
absolute political determination. Otherwise, how can one explain why cadres of the 
historical quality of Josep Serradell ("Roman") or Ardiaca have decided, for the 
first time in their lives, to break what they too consider the backbone of the 
party, democratic centralism? 





Whatever the reasons might be, this plan did not appear clearly in the context of 
the congress itself. I daresy that, if that had happened, the results of the con- 
gress would have veen different; because the majority of the delegates were not in 
favor of a conscious challenging of our policy. What happened was that Roman and 
his followers managed to point to the weak link in the Theses: their Eurocommunist 
depiction using a term which does not belong to our tradition, and on whose lack of 
precision everyone is agreed. It may even be recalled that the maneuver and the 
cynicism went so far as to argue, proposing its elimination...to be better able to 
adopt its content. (Moreover, viewing events retrospectively, it should be recalled 
for the sake of the truth, that those who subsequently assumed the leadership of 
the faction, assuming all its political dimensions, were not the leading champions 
of the Fifth Congress; it was a few young union cadres and the leaders of the 
Valles Occidental District who carried out the political initiative and organized 


the first factional group.) 





This confusion explains many of the difficulties of the present leadership in its 
attempt to eliminate the mix-up that occurred at the Fifth Congress, in the voting 
against Eurocommunism, and to violate what were actually alternative political 
intentions. However, without any wish to justify mistakes in the leadership, a 
contribution to this (that is, making the understanding of the meaning of the 

Fifth Congress more difficult) was also made by those who, the day after its 
conclusion, challenged it outright and assumed a position which helped considerably 
the "26" to appear not as what they were, but rather as the legitimate trustees of 
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the Fifth Congress, of the entire congress, and not merely of the one which originat- 
ed from different political thinking. 


In any case, the course of events has dispelled the doubts, and has put the confron- 
tation (albeit tardily) in the political realm. It is significant that the only 
amendment retained by the "26" verbatim, in their factional political platform, was 
the one attaching a class quality to the confrontation between the blocs; and also 
the fact that one of the "26" interpreted the Polish crisis as another reflection 

of this "class struggle” between states. I sincerely believe that this has helped 
to dismiss an idea which was rather widespread, both in and outside of the party, 
especially among certain communist intellectual circles, that the Fifth Congress was 
a confrontation between the party's "working left" and "right"; another limited 

view of the congress, which is not in keeping with the reality of what was a more 
complicated phenomenon. 


The Causes of the Crisis 


There will never be sufficient stress on the objective causes which governed this 
crisis; a crisis which took shape at the Fifth Congress, but the manifestations of 
which were evident long before it took place. 


Obviously, the economic crisis and its political, social and cultural consequences 
do not explain everything that happened; par*:cularly the manner in which events 
have occurred and the scope that they have had, unprecedented in the recent history 
of a Western Communist Party (with the possible exception of Finland; another 
instance of a rupture, that of the Greek PC, experienced a completely different 
dynamics, and occurred in a political and cultural context which had little in 
common with that of Catalonia.) But the context of political involution, and of 
social and cultural disintegration in which the crisis occurred has acted in favor 
of an offensive, represented by its promoters in terms of an affirmation of the 
Communist identity. It is true that the crisis has existed in other parts of the 
state, for example in Andalucia, with more acute features, without becoming mechanic- 
ally projected in a rupture of the party'sunity. But it is nonetheless true that 
nowhere can it be said that there has been such a "thwarting of expectations" as 

in Catalonia, where, at one time, concerning the 1977 elections, they were shared 
by extensive sectors of the Catalonian population. From the standpoint of "thwart- 
ing", which is what explains subsequent radicalization, the evolution of the situa- 
tion in Catalonia has been particularly unpleasant: A major sector of the working 
class which had had an immense leadership role in the struggles of the last decade, 
and in the leadership of the anti-Franco movement, believed that, even without a 
rupture, the change would be a reality, at least in Catalonia; or that it would 
have greater intensity than elsewhere in the state. The positions won in the 
social area, and the electoral majority of the left, wherein the results accrued by 
the PSUC were prominent, made it very difficult to imagine what have proven to be 
the subsequent setbacks and defeats. (Although the fact is that the future of 
Catalonia had been written in the correlation of forces with which the rest of the 
state embarked on democracy. With the perspective of the past 4 years, it is 
legitimate to ask wue*her we did not contribute to a certain amount of illusion. 

At the Fourth Congres.., held at the end of October 1977, we claimed in a somewhat 
unthinking manner: "The great bourgeoisie has finally lost the chance to retrieve 
hegemony within the Catalonian national movement, and now the conditions are present 
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for the working class and the other popular forces to be able to assume this hege- 
mony...." Not to mention the "Tarradellas" period, wherein our participation 
(successful, of course) in the pre-autonomous government of unity gave an idealized 
image of our real chances for institutional participation in the national reconstruc- 


tion of Catalonia, in the political context of the state at the time.) 


The subsequent events were cruel: a one-color government of Convergencia i Unio 
[Convergence and Unity]; difficulties in the labor movement area; loss of the leftist 
majority; 260,000 unemployed.... In other words, an autonomous process wherein the 
political and social forces which had done the most for the democratic and national 
liberties of Catalonia have been losing leadership and influence. I am convinced 
that this ebb in the leadership of the popular classes caused a collective trauma 
that is present in the position of a considerable number of members and many of 

the delegates to the Fifth Congress. 


However, noteworthy among these objective factors (closely related to the economic 
crisis and its disintegrating results, and to the victory of Convergencia i Unio in 
the elections for the Catalonian Parliament) is the major curbing of the process of 
integrating the nearly 3 million immigrants into the Catalonian community. The 
setbacks in the social struggles and in the defense of jobs, and the subjective 
assimilation between "Generalitat" and "Jordi Pujol" (cultivated by the right, they 
have caused a progressive déssaciation between the workers’ struggle and the strug- 
gle for autonomous affirmation, and have brought about another defensive reaction 
among large sectors of immigrants, who have fallen back on their origins, in search 
of a culturai identity that has been lost and trampled upon by the conservative 

( and at times chauvinistic) nationalism of the Catalonian right. It is significant 
that the Fifth Congress approved in an amendment the idea, which has always been 
rejected by the PSUC, that there are two different cultures in Catalonia; although, 
here too, it was in overt contradiction to the rest of the Thesis on cultural policy.) 
This social and cultural harassment contributed immeasurably to the party's closing 
itself up in its winter quarters, and to the creation of a "demand for identity" 
among many members. (Consider the fact that, at the doors to the Fifth Congress, the 
PSUC members born in Andalucia outnumbered those born in Catalonia.) 


To the offensive of the Spanish and Catalonian right underlying the defensive posi- 
tions of many members directly affected by the crisis, it befits us to add the impact 
caused by the hostile counteroffensive from the American imperialists after Reagan's 
election, and its consequences for the heightening of international tensions. The 
atmosphere of cold war and anti-communist "revival" which prevailed throughout 
Europe during much of 1981, on behalf of the plan to deploy new Pershing and Cruise 
missiles onthe continent, acted as another factor for retreating, in a tradition 
that is by now an old one among the working class of southern Europe and in the 
communist movement. For what someone has termed "the simple soul of the old 
communist certainties" this connecting thread leading from Pujol and Trias Fargas to 
Reagan, and passing through Calvo-Sotelo, required a symmetrical response that would 
unite the class struggle in our country with the "defense of the socialist bloc." 
Hence the impact which was caused and is being caused by simple ideas expressed 
concerning a catastrophic view of the international situation, and a monolithic, 
"trilateral" concept of imperialism. There have been, and there are, in fact, 
present conditions for the revival of old dogmas which were as useful ir the past 

as they are fruitless at present. They are now being presented under the attractive 
guise of "ideological rearmament." 
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Those three "demands for identity" (social, cultural and ideological) underly the 
factional group's attempt to discredit the PSUC's political plan. In fact, this 
group's entire offensive is structured around three key points: 


Countering with a policy of "resistance to the crisis" a proposal for associating 
the mobilizations (in defense of the existing jobs) with negotiation (that will 
allow for an overall, and not corporative intervention in the problem of wnenpiey- 
ment). 


Insinuation of an incipient neo-Lerouxism, as yet non-explicit, disguised as labor- 
related, and nurtured by the discreditation of the "silver tongue"; in other words, 
that of the intellectual. A phenomenon objectively linked with the progressive 
labor orientation of the party and to the actual disappearance of it from the 

rural areas, to which the faction members’ political assumptions, among other things, 
would lead. 


A tendency toward international alignment, equating a confrontation between blocs 
with the class struggle in each country. 


A Combination of Errors 


Obviously, our shortcomings and our errors (those of the Central Committee which 
headed the party between the Fourth and Fifth Congresses), as well as the errors and 
shortcomings of the policy developed by the Communists on the state level, helped to 
channel this ferment of dissatisfaction toward another political plan (which, to be 
sure, offers only "ideological" responses to the problems on which its audience is 
based, but in no instance real responses that would contribute to a more positive 
progress in the struggle of the popular classes). I have already pointed, self- 
critically, to what appear to me to have been mistakes in the PSUC'’s assessment 
during the transition phase, stemming largely from a lack of a "sense of state" in 
our analyses. But we have also been affected by the excessive triumphalism which 
was lavished by the leadership of the Spanish Communist Party; perhaps even more 
than in many of the PCE'’s own organizations, because the PSUC was a group with a 
more extensive and more diverse rank and file, more sensitive to the social environ- 
ment, which could not be kept united without giving ic joint responsibility for the 
preparation of the political line. 


Three examples can illustrate the negative consequences for the development and 
unity of the PSUC brought by decisions made with too much of a tendency toward 
verticality (regardless of their correctness or political unfeasibility): 


The abandonment of Leninism without prior debate and without a thorough explanation 
that would make it possible to go to the heart of the issue, so that the elimination 
of the term (at the PCE's Ninth Congress) could have the same symbol of achievement 
and not abandonment that the rejection of the enshrined formula ("Marxism-Leninism") 
and its replacement with an overt, non-dogmatic reference, contrasted with "other 
contributions from revolutionary practice and thought", had for the PSUC. 


The Moncloa Pacts, depicted with miraculous virtues which were not only disbelieved 
by everyone but which also gave arguments to those who actually advocated a differ- 
ent, stringent policy toward the crisis. The more austere but no less political 
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defense that we made this year for the ANE far better disarmed the faction's 
attempts to make this issue another factor for political demagogy. 


The position taken in international policy, just in its intention but at times 
conveyed by improper language, without a sufficient instructional determination, 
has helped to depict the faction as a bulwark against what was interpreted by many 
members in anti-Soviet code. 


Consider, for example, the little explanation regarding the (correct) decision not 

to attend the meeting of the Communist Parties in Paris; or certain critical 
expressions regarding the socialist countries from those responsible for internation- 
al policy, before the 10th Congress, which, because of the way in which they were 
voiced, did not serve as a factor for Eurocommunist education, but rather as an 
element for provocation. 


Noteworthy among the mistakes made by the previous PSUC Central Committee which, 

in a way, determined the Fifth Congress, is the implementation of an "integrz:ion 
policy" which now appears to have been essentially erroneous; particularly with 
regard to the necessary homogenity of any party, and of a Communist Party especially. 


Since before the Fourth Congress, the PSUC leadership has had a strange division of 
labor which, in fact, concealed the existence of different political positions at 
the vertex and, what is worse, facilitated their entrenchment, instead of helping 

to overcome them, allowing for their complete integration into the party's political 
plan. For example, it is symptomatic of a certain concept of integration (and it 
must be a unique instance among the Communist Parties) that the most prominent 
leader who opposed the condemnation of the Soviet intervention in Czechoslovakia 
(1968) remained at the head of the Secretariat of Organization, no less, until after 
the First National Conference (1978). As is also the fact that, at the Fourth 
Congress, he was replaced in that position by one who, while in the previous Secre- 
tariat of Organization, had been most identified with his political positions. 


Similarly disputable from a homogenizing standpoint is the fact that the decision 
should be made to assign as leaders in positions with institutional responsibilities, 
especially municipal ones, a group of cadres who had rejoined the PSUC after a 
leftist political and cultural experience. This is not an attempt to deny the 
logic of the fact that Roman holds an important post in organization, or that the 
cadres coming from Red Flag, who were well-known leaders of the popular movement 
during the 1970's, will play a leading role in the PSUC's municipal politics. But 
it is an attempt to take as critical experience for the future the fact that this 
concept of integration, based on a division of responsibilities at the top level of 
the party, tends to augment what at first have no reason to be differing political 
plans, and what are even at times only different political or cultural feelings. 


The Fifth Congress caused the outbreak of this erroneous concept which is actually 
closer to that upheld at the PCE's 10th Congress by the so-called “renewers" than 
to the one typified by communist tradition (even with a Eurocommunist strategy; 
see the Italian PC). 


It seems to me that to determine without ambiguity the political significance of 
the PSUC crisis is the essential starting point for surmounting it. By merely 
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knowing where the dangers of perverting our Eurocommunist political plan are lurking 
at present, primarily (although not exclusively), we shall be able to cope with 
them politically and rationally, without a cost to the PSUC's democratic tradition 
and without setbacks in its capacity for affirmation as a party of masses which 

is diverse, united around its political program and open to the debate that is 
currently traversing the entire communist movement and the entire Evropean left. 


But it also seems important to me to devote some reflection to the causes that have 
led us into this situation; because this crisis also confirms the claim that ideas 
are accessible to us only if they are backed by an organization, an organizational 
policy and leadership methods. And, in this regard, our crisis and, beyond it, the 
difficulties experienced by our tradition throughout Spain, cannot be surmounted 
until we are capable of admitting, self-critically, the mistakes that we have made 
and the shortcomings that we have had in recent years. This is not meant to tear 
our garments or to reach the conclusion that the tool which was useful for opposing 
over 40 years of dictatorship is of no use in dealing with the consolidation of 
democracy and for paving the way to socialism in our country; rather, quite the 
contrary, it is meant to make this certainly traumatic experience a factor for 
consolidation and rooting of the communist tradition in our country. 


2909 
CsO: 3110/90 
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POLITICAL SPAIN 


‘OBJECTIVE’ REASONS BLAMED FOR DISAFFECTION OF PROFESSIONALS 
Madrid NUESTRA BANDERA in Spanish Jan 82 pp 31-38 


[Article by Hector Maravall: "The Crisis of the PCE Professionals, Intellectuals 
and Artists" ] 


[Text] The serious militancy crisis that has been occurring since the 1977 elections 
among large sectors of the party's professionals, intellectuals and artists has 
reached its high point on the occasion of the 10th Congress, so that it is not 

rash to claim that an entire era has been coming to an end during these recent 
months. Hence it is essential to make a thorough analysis of everything that this 
period has represented, in order to gradually create the bases for a new effort 
directed toward these sectors, to be translated, over the medium term future, inco 
an extensive political, electoral and militant projection of the party among what 

we have generally termed the forces of culture; because we share an assumption that 
must not fail to be reiterated just because it is accepted, namely, that the Euro- 
communist plan demands a deepseated entrenchment of the party and its policy among th¢ 
forces of culture, as well as a widespread militant presence of professionals, 
intellectuals and artists in the PCE [Spanish Communist Party] ranks. 








The Origins of the Expansion 


It is no exaggeration to say that, during the 2-year period from 1975 to 1977, the 

PCE had an acknowledged prestige, obvious influence and strong organizations among 

professionals, intellectuals and artists, especially in the large urban areas, more 
than any other party; and perhaps one of the decisive contributions from the Demo- 

cratic Junta, if not the fundamental one, was the impetus given it by those sectors 
identified with the PCE policy. 


Moreover, in the general elections of 1977, the PCE appeared with prestigious profes- 
sionals and intellectuals on its slates; and our rallies, as well as other types of 
election campaigning, were also attended by many of them. In the party's leadership 
organs, on the various levels, they were present in a not exactiy testimonal propor- 
tion, a tendency that was to continue at the Ninth Congress, with significant 
progress, despite what might have been said at the 10th Congress. 


The origins of this major militant presence of professionals and intellectuals in 
the PCE, and of that notable external projection, lie in the years of the rise in 
the student movement, although since the Second Republic the PCE had had a certain 
amount of presence among intellectuals, regained during the 1950's. To be exact, 
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it was after the crisis involving Claudin and Semprun when, on the occasion of their 
expulsion and the solidary repercussions that it had on the organizations and mili- 
tants associated with the forces of culture (one need only recall the mass defection 
from the PCE organizations at the University of Madrid), there was every indication 

of a destruction of the PCE work done among the forces cf culture, particularly 

after 1956, and more prominently during 1962 and 1963, beginning a steady growth in 
the militancy of students, professionals and intellectuals in the PCE, which continued 
uninterruptedly until 1977. 


Roughly, we would make a breakdown of two factors relating to the approach of large 
student sectors toward the PCE: one of a basically sociological nature, and another 
of a clearly political type. 


Although it is true that, during the 1950's, owing to the slow recovery of the laber 
movement and the presence of some Communists in the student struggles of 1956, the 
PCE had a considerable influence on personages from the cultural area, students, etc., 
this was a highly selective and individualized militancy, with a heavily ideologized 
component. It was to be the massification of the universities during the 1960's, 
with the invasion of a majority of members of the middle classes in a university 
system which, up until that time, had been almostwholly reserved for the children 

of the upper bourgeoisie, that would create the social ccnditions for the PCE's 
influence on strata not so closely linked with the Franco government or the ruling 
classes; an influence made possible also by the very policy of national reconcilia- 
tion aimed especially at those middle classes. 


Insofar as the political factor is concerned, it is significant to analyze, 15 years 
after the PCE's firm, consistent position in the student movement during the period 
from 1964 to 1969, and later, in 1973-1977, often alone and at odds with the leftist 
positions in vogue, maintaining structures and demands that allowed for the unified 
participation of the students as a whole in the mobilizations, the actual policy for 
attracting the student body, for reaching public opinion and the middle class with 
reasoned positions which clashed with the views of the "gauchist" [leftist] varguard. 
This "avant la lettre" [pre-published] Eurocommunist politics in the universities 
was reflected in a joining of the PCE not only by the most prominent mass leaders, 
but also by many members of tue PCE(i) [International Spanish (»mmunist Party], 

Fi.P [People's Liberation Front], Red Flag, ORT [Revolutionary Organization of Work- 
ers], etc., attracted by the PCE's strategic consistency and its strong connection 
with the everyday politics of the student movement. 


It would be basically these students who, years later, headed and were members of 
the movements of professionals, intellectuals and artists. 


A first and, of course, never definitive political conclusion that we can draw from 
the origin of the PCE's expansion among intellectuals and professionals under the 
dictatorship is the role played by a consistent political strategy, even though it 
was difficult to uphold and to put through under the current conditions, when it was 
time to reach sectors which, owing to their own intellectual training, attach value 
to the rationality of propositions above other considerations. 


A second conclusion in the analysis of those origins must lie in the overflow of 
that political strategy into the mass movements. The expansion of militancy always 


103 




















ccurs in the heat of, and from contact with proposals and structures which mobilize 
the masses and which are clearly democratic: The SDEU [Democratic Union of Univer- 
sity Students], the mass demonstrations and meetings, and the programs of concrete 
demands were the instigators of Communist militancy. The years of paralysis, 
clandestine status or liquidation of structures for mass participation, while 
facilitating the very repression of the Communists, were the fitting background for 
leftism, and in that respect the years 1969-1973 were significant. 


Rence, the dialectical relationship between growth in the Communist militancy and 
democratic movements was obvious; and, conversely, as I shall later explain, we 
Communists, at least the professionals and intellectuals, outside of democratic 
mobilizations have become lost; we have embarked upon an identity crisis; we have 
become involved internally in controversies that are often interminable. 


The second wave in that process of PCE grovth among professionals and intellectuals 
was to come in connection with the movements of professionals that arose during the 
period from 1974 to 1977, particulariy in association with the policy of the Demo- 
cratic Junta. The unifying policy of the Pact for Liberty, aimed at seeking overt 
organizational methods that wold facilitate mass participation; the use of the 
legal platforms; and the link between the specific problems of each sector and the 
struggle for liberty were to be experiments, already tested in the student movement, 
and geared to the movements of professionals during the period 1974-1977, which 
would insure not only positive results for mobilization against the dictatorship, 
but also a deepseated PCE influence on then. 











The Factor of the Struggle for Liberty 


It is a widely recognized fact that, at least until 1974, the active opposition of 
a political nature in our country took place aJmost exclusively in the PCE ranks 
as a coordinated struggle on the state level. 


Hence, the struggle for liberty anc against the dictatorship appeared to many demo- 
crats as being closely linked with militancy in the PCE. The proposals for a demo- 
cratic route to socialism, the critical position toward the Soviet bloc countries, 
etc., were factors which unquestionably facilitated the move toward militancy in 


the PCE. 


That non-dogmatic quality of our political concepts, and the immediacy of the every- 
day political tasks, caused it to be unnecessary for anyone joining the PCE to have 
too detailed an identification with Marxist theories. 


Moreover, our policy of a pact for liberty, which was the determining one in this 
period, was more of a policy of opposition and struggle than one of government 
alternatives. That pclicy did not require too much implementation, and owing to 
its general broadness, it could be readily accepted by a democratic fighter who 
lacked anti-Communist prejudice and who was identified in some way with the notion 
of transforming the society in general. 


In a rather sketchy but intelligible way, we would say that, during the years from 
1974 to 1977, as the movements in opposition to the dictatorship spread among the 
professionals and intellectuals, as the opportunities for militancy in the PCE became 
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flexible and as the policy of the Pact for Liberty became concentrated on the 
dictatorship-liberty dichotomy, the nature of the militancy from that sector in 
the party more closely approached that of a sociopolitical movement than that of 
a political party with very definite features. 


And so the attainment of democracy, and the outbreak,as a tangible phenomenon, of 
the political parties as differentiated options and as a group of specific political 
interests, caused the start of a crisis for that concept of militancy in the PCE as 
having the features of a movement, one which has been worsening with our progressive 
establishment as a political party. It is not that we were not a political party 
before 1977, or that the PCE militants were not aware of being militants in a party. 
It is that, after April 1977, we gradually became geared as a political party to a 
democratic system of political parties wherein the election contest and the offering 
of different options assumed a critical role. 


Concurrently, there began the great takeoff of a renewed PSOE [Spanish Socialist Work- 
ers Party], whose proposals, at first reading, were not very different; and so, after 
1977, the democratic struggle would not involve the PCE almost exclusively, but rather 
there was to arise a party with enormous potential for attracting professionals and 
intellectuals, as proven by the 1977 elections themselves. 


In that leftist political area now shared by two parties, PCE and PSOE, there would 
be a consecutive development of different positions, particularly as the electoral 
process became imminent. 


The PSOE would offer a suggestive image: leadership consisting basically of young 
people and professionals, dynamic aspects, European backing, radicalism in some 
respects, offset by not being Communist, etc. The spectacular breakthrough of the 
PSOE, and it was evident throughout the following years, did not bring about an 
effect of dragging the intellectual and professional militants from the PCE, at 
least significantly; but it had other effects that cannot be underestimated, for 
example, such as the curb on the process of affiliation with the PCE by those who 
in previous years did not have the PSOE reference, at least as something tangible. 
Hence, other sectors of professionals without a militancy in parties, but who had 
acted, politically, around the Communists in 1975 and 1977, felt attracted by the 
PSOE “useful vote" which did not entaii militancy in the PSOE nor even breaking 
off certain types of relationship with the Communist initiatives. 


Perhaps that would have been the time to submit and develop fully the Eurocommunist 
different option, to delve deeply into the Eurocommunist area itself, to wage a 
battle for ideological consolidation of revolutionary Marxism among the intellectuals, 
professionals and artists influenced by the PCE, and to stress the different features 
of the PCE which had no reason to entail an anti-PSOE position. 


As I see it, the results of 15 June 1977 had a devastating effect on those sectors, 
whose militant or sympathizing closeness to the PCE had been caused by that basic 
reference of being the real political opposition to Francoism. On 15 June 1977, 
the PCE became virtually a party of testimonal reference to many of them; and the 
real policy was limited to the PSOE. 
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Starting on 15 June 1977, and for reasons similar to those whereby engaging in anti- 
Francoist policy led them to the PCE sphere of influence in previous years, engaging 
in policy against the right, now under democracy, led them to the PSOE sphere of 
influence and to the PSOE useful vote. The possibility that the PSOE might be the 
alternative appears as something tangible in those first years of the transition, 

as compared with the remote possibility that the PCE might reach the government, 
especially after the second elections. 


Another lost opportunity for reaffirming the Eurocommunist area in the eyes of the 
progressive intellectuals and professionals was the 27th and 28th Congresses of the 
PSOE, with the proposal to abandon Marxism, revealing a certain amount of inability 
to distinguish between what is a sectarian policy toward the PSOE and what is a 
public explanation of the differences between the two leftist parties. 


What we have recently called the Mitterrand syndrome is, for the moment, the culmina- 
tion of the process begun on the night of 15 June 1977. 


The Ethical Factor 


The disenchantment of many intellectuals, artists and professionals with the activi- 
ties of the leftist parties, especially the PCE, is not very far removed from the 
very ethical impulse that prompted the decision to become a militant in the PCE. 


Although, from a simplistic view of the Alliance of the Forces of Labor and Culture, 
we might conclude that the intellectuals who join the PCE do so as a reflection of 
that objective acceptance of the working class as a force of culture, in my opinion 
the members of that sector who have joined the PCE as a result of a definite anti- 
capitalist consciousness or out of class interests are a minority. It may perhaps 
be necessary to distinguish between those who began militating at the time of the 
student movement of 1964-1969 and among whom there had actually developed an anti- 
capitalist consciousness through the years of militancy, and those who did so during 
the period 1974-1977, among whom the anticapitalist objectives were tactically toned 
down by the immediacy of the dictatorship-democracy dilemma. 


And in this connection, in addition to the need to fight for liberty where one could 
really do so, there was an ethical impetus which I would attach to solidarity with 
the workers as an exploited class, a confrontation with the repression of cultural, 
national and linguistic rights, etc., and the need to put an end to a state of 
oppressive, omnipresent dictatorship, from which an intellectual, in a somewhat 
privileged manner, could not ethically withdraw himself. 


This 2thical essence also began to break down on 15 June 1977. The dictatorship had 
disappeared, PCE was another option, its leaders were just some others, history was 
respected and the years of repression were appreciated, but the very dynamics of a 
multipartisan democracy upset the values which had been decisive up until then. The 
criticism, particularly in the press, of the PCE and its leaders caused a deep 
impression on many militants, who attached a biblical role to that influential 
newspaper of the democratic bourgeoisie, EL PAIS; and in the party as such, we 

could not grasp the devastating effects that the change from a grossly anti-Communist 
press to a sophisticattd anti-Marxist press (from democratic positions) would have 

on extensive sectors ot progressive professionals and intellectuals. 
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The need to consolidate democracy caused the political practice, the daily require- 
ments of the political struggle, the alliances of one kind or another essential in 

a democratic system and that role as a political party that had to be played to 
appear petty and obsequious to many comrades. In this connection, it is significant 
that there should be fixed in the person of Santiago Carrillo, viscerally, and I 
would say even with Freudian connotations, the personification of the "disenchant- 
ment" with the PCE, concentrating on him all of the party's ills and mistakes, and 
all the frustrations stemming from the crisis in the "laborist-idealist" view of 

the PCE's historical leaders. 


That day by day march in a multipartisan democracy, with a correlation of forces 

that is obviously not what we Communists want, but in which we operate, abiding by 
the constitutional framework, has come to be incomprehensible to many members of the 
sector which we are analyzing. In that process of decline, the harsh criticism 
against the period of consensus which allowed for the preparation of the Constitution 
unleashed by many of the mass media organs had the virtue of ending the confusion 
about that ethical impetus on which the militancy of many professionals and intel- 
lectuais was largely based; and therefore disenchantment would be the political 
effect of that ethical crisis. 


"M.O."' [MUNDO UBRERO] did not manage to counteract the ideological attrition caused 
by EL PAIS and similar organs, nor could the parliamentary group itself play a role 
in clearly reporting our parliamentary policy, but for a few exceptions, nor have 
our municipal office-holders been doing so in general. 


We cannot overlook, either, the discouraging effects that the lack of a deepseated 
break with the system caused among many militants, the fact of having to continue 
struggling again, and furthermore in a more complex political context, without 
substantial results from this new political process in democracy for the prospect 
of advancing toward socialism, at least immediately. 


Convincing people of the ethical essence that the Communist militancy has here and 
now may be something essential for retrieving many comrades. And this is based on 
an intensification of the socialist and anti-capitalist consciousness, an effort 
for a break with the ideology of the ruling class, and a thorough explanation that 
will make it possible to accept the requirements, the limitations and the prices 
that must be paid for engaging in revolutionary politics in a class society, and 
on behalf of a strategy for a definitely democratic socialism. 


The very causes and effects of the harsh economic crisis, the increasing unemploy- 
ment, and the inability of the Spanish bourgeoisie to take on tasks for democratizing 
changes, cultural modernization, etc., can and should be factors for the recovery 

of that ethical leaning toward militancy in the PCE on the part of many intellectuals 
and professionals. 


The Disintegrating Effects of Territorialization 


The necessity for taking the party's overall policy to the masses, linked with the 
obvious tasks involved in making the PCE homogeneous, and the organizational and 
political concept of our party itself required a territorial and not sectorial 
structure. Nevertheless, the policy decision of the spring of 1977 to territorial- 
ize the party had dreadful effects on the militancy from this sector. A correct 
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decision became translated into a serious political mistake. Why? To begin with, 
I would say that the following factors, among others, were not Laken into account 
by those of us who, a: the time, were advocating territorialization: 


A substantial number of the professionals and intellectuals who were militants in the 
PCE had been in the party for an average of 2-3 years, and it was among them precise- 
ly that this component of struggle for liberty and ethical consciousness had played 

a critical role for militancy, and among whom the laborist-idealist view of the 
party's worker militants was the greatest. 


The political projection of the militancy of the professionals and intellectuals 
was achieved basically in their professional areas, and was directed toward their 
professional associations or movements; although there was also a sector with labor 
type work that was not to be underestimated. 


The fact that they had joined the PCE not only during the period of the "groups" 

but particularly in groups of professionals, wherein the relations of friendship, 
professional proximity, similar life and cultural s.yles, etc., created an atmos- 
phere which greatly facilitated the militancy and communication itself among the 

various comrades. 


The special features of those groups of professionals, wherein there was also a 
certain informal (in the sense of non-formalistic) view of militancy and organic 
existence, to be sure, not at odds with either discipline or activism, were supple- 
mented by a deep concern over the internal democratic operation. In that respect, 
the critical attitudes toward the party's leadership organs occurred more out of 
differences on formal matters than because of essential differences. 


That internal democratic hypersensitivity, and that "disenshrinement" of the concept 
of "leadership organ", caused the acceptance of democratic centralism itself to be 
regarded as something in the process of advancement once democracy had been attained, 
but not as something necessary for the party. 


Questions which to many militants might have appeared to be merely formal hed an 
importance to the majority of Communist professionals and intellectuals that was 
not secondary. 


After the legalization and territorialization, many of them began to feel uncomfor- 
table with a certain concept of the party which they might have considered tradition- 
al and exacting, while at the same time insufficiently democratic. 


The very entrenchment of the assembly concepts implemented in the student or profes- 
sional movements was latent in the operation of the professional groups. 


Now when it is time to propose the future work among professionals, intellectuals 
and artists, we shall have to reassess, and not exactly in a defensive manner, the 
positive importance of democratic centralism in the life of the party, and reempha- 
size the clearly democratic and revolutionary nature of this concept, and the need 
for its implementation without distortion and for its adaptation to the needs of 
the political struggle of our time. 
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On the basis of the reality that has been described, it may be said that only a 
small portion of the sector analyzed opposed the process of territorialization, 
although during the early months it is true that many joined the territorial 
groups. 


The organizational substitutes which were proposed, such as the commissions to 
advise the leadership organs, the groups of council members and the parliamentary 
group, were for the most part actually confined, during a first period,to commissions 
of "notables", including the most prestigious personages. With the passage of time, 
those commissions of notables, whose work we did not know how to or were unable to 
organize in a stable manner, and whose proposals were often shelved on account of 

of our own limitations for being able to make them materialize into something 
politically workable, embarked on a process of dissolution. 


Nor should we overlook certain technicality-based or perfectionist elements among 
professional comrades far removed from the PCE's political reality. 





Actually, this was neither a political nor a work expedient for the majority of the 
party's professionals and intellectuals. 


The organizational e :pedients for advising the territorial groups in the pursuit of 
their projection as citizens did not operate either, at least in a general way; 
sometimes because of the inability of the professionals themselves to proceed down 
from the general to the svecific; at other times, because of the inability of the 
group itself to leave thz premises and put an end to its internal-oriented work, or 
also because of the crisis in the associative movements itself (the subject of 
another type of analysis pending in the PCE) wherein those advisory tasks were 
backed. Finally, the limited government power which the political and municipal 
elections had given us to date was also a restricting factor for the work of the 
professionals. 


Hence, we must admit that we have been rather unable, beginning with the profession- 
als themselves, to develop this basic aspect of Eurocommunist policy, adhering 

to the social reality and projecting ourselves into it from below, which is the 
reason for the existence, among other things, of that territorial structure of the 
party. 


Furthermore, among certain party cadres there has been, and I would say that there 
continues to be an "antiquated" concept of the "forces of culture", including more 
"personages", "intellectuals" and "liberal professionals" (who were precisely the 
ones who joined the PCE or were influenced by our policy during the time of the 
Second Republic and during the 1950's) than the new reality of a social sector 
resulting from the scientific and technical revolution and the massification of the 
universities during the 1960's. 


The political relationship with one or the other, although not contradictory per 
se, contains different elements which must be taken into consideration, as was 
revealed in the very proposal on commissions to advise the leadership organs that 
I have already mentioned, concentrating basically on the former, without our 
simultaneously delving deeply into the political space within the party that the 
new professionals should have. 
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With the passage of time, a diversified process has been taking place: On the one 
hand, only a small number of professionals are becoming settled and remaining in 
the territorial groups, and many of them may be the very unes who are associated 
with labor union work.. 


A vast majority, specifically those who joined during the period 1974-1977, have 
been gradually leaving the organized militancy, perhaps their last militant act 
being participation in the 1979 electoral process, although now with considerable 
defections in comparison with 1977. 


There is a third sector of professionals and intellectuals who, although they are 
not regularly integrated into the territorial groups, maintain a political bond 
with the PCE, attending political functions, backing or participating in party 
initiatives, etc. 


Finally, there are few who abandoned the party in a formal, explicitly public manner, 
or who joined PSOE or other parties. 


It is obvious chat the occurrence of the territorialization itself was not the 
deciding factor in this militancy crisis. In fact, the professional groups remained 
in some sectors, and they suffered similar states of crisis. What I wish to stress 
is the complex nature of a process the causes of which are basically poiitical, but 
which organizational measures helped to accelerate. 


While the effects of the territorialization on the maintenance of an organic exis- 
tence were considerable, the repercussions on political activity, and even more so 
on the political position itself, were even more significant, although they have 
been less analyzed to date. 


Other Causes of Aloofness 


The lack of a permanent organic bond, which had been provided by the former sector- 
ial groups, for every sector of professionals, must be observed immediately with the 
progressive abandonment of the work in the professional associations and movements. 
We Communists, who were the basic dynamizing element in the organizationally scatter-- 
ed professional associations and movements, have been gradually withdrawing, without 
having our political role covered by either the Socialists or the small, radicalized 
groups of leftist and independent professionals. It has been said that the fall of 
the professional associations and movements into the hands of the right was logical, 
given the corporativist tendencies of the professional associations and movements; 
and also that the policy under democracy no longer involved the latter, but rather 
the political parties and institut sns. That is partially true, but it does not 
preclude the major political consequences of a clearcut abandonment on the part of 
the professionals linked with the PCE or influenced by it; and this, I emphasize, 
reflects that loss of the traditional organizational bond among the Communist 
professionals, which was what made possible that active projection to the profession- 
al associations and movements. 


That loss of concrete mass political activity, and that isolation, if not a personal 
one, then as an acting political group, will also create the conditions which will 
allow for a political position that in many instances is increasingly different 
from the party's positions. 
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The origin of that increasing political differentiation must also be sought in the 
loss of a stable political existence, the lack of permanent bonds for discussion 
in the party, and the lack of a continued follow-up of the PCE's political posi- 
tions and initiatives. 


That absence of an active political projection in the mass movement, and the lack of 
an organic political existence lead to a twofold attitude. 


On the one hand, that of those who, without taking the militant step of joining the 
PSOE, consider that party's policy correct or more attractive, often influenced 

more by the PSOE's ostensible radical positions or by spectacular initiatives of 

the Socialists, without stringently analyzing what becomes in time of those proposals 
which may have been politically dazzling when enunciated, than by a deep probing of 
the overall policy of the Spanish Socialists. 


On the other hand, that of those who, especially after the lack of understanding of 
the Moncloa Pacts, criticized the latter, the policy of consensus and the firm, 

hard position toward terrorism, and who even have misgivings about the Constitution 
itself, considering the PCE's exposures of the dangers of involution to be an alarmist 
alibi. It is, after all, surprising that professionals who were identified in their 
time with the policy of the Pact for Liberty and with the Democratic Junta, should 

be rejecting at this time the policy of a government of concentration or the signing 
of the Moncloa Pacts. 


The insufficient participation of the professional groups in the debate at the Ninth 
Congress, with two critical aspects such as the analysis of the political transition 
and the abandonment of the concept of Marxism-Leninism, had significant repercussions 
on the positions of many Communist professionals and intellectuals. 


There has been a widespread challenge in some instances, and a lack of understanding 
in others, of the policy pursued by the party during the period which elapsed from 
legalization to the Constitution, without a deep probe into the self-critical reftec- 
tions contained in the theses of the Ninth Congress, much less a reading thereof in 
the light of the events of 23 February 1981. 


The abandonment of the concept of "Marxism-Leninism" was considered by many Communist 
professionals and intellectuals as an opportunistic concession to the bourgeoisie and 
the de facto powers, regardless of whether it was near or far from Marxist-Leninist 
theoretical concepts. 


The Labor Union Policy and the Professionals 


The rise of the struggle for demands among the technicians and professionals during 
the period from 1975 to 1977, parallel to the process of an expansion in the workers’ 
mobilizations during those years, afforded extensive opportunities for the future 
union organization of technicians and professionals, many of whom would also be PCE 
militants. 


The establishment of the CCOO [Workers Commissions] as a union in the spring of 1977, 


abandoning the immediate plans for labor union unity in view of the positions of 
UGT [General Union of Workers] and USO [Workers Trade Union], and the breakup of 
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unifying structures among certain sectors of technicians and professionals itself, 
would be a prime factor in the process of political and union-related aloofness 
on the part of many technicians and professionals. 


In terms similar to those involved in the lack of understanding of the new status 
of political activity in a system of multipartisan democracy, the situation of 
consolidated union pluralism, the labor union structure, the race for affiliation 
and the inevitable labor union competition, would create a certain amount of disen- 
chantment among sectors with little experience in struggle and organization, and 
with no historical labor union memory. 


Perhaps at that time it was impossible, or perhaps the Communists present in the 
CCOO failed to do what was necessary to seek suitable organizational formulas that 
would implement the interesting theoretical debates on the methods of union organi- 
zation for technicians and professionals during 1976-1978. 


Hence, we wasted some precious years; although it was unquestionably necessary to 
choose an entire series of priority jobs under difficult conditions as well. 


That lack of organizational flexibility and that timidness about promoting technicians 
and professionals to the leadership organs of the CCOO'’s CS [Labor Union Confederation] 
on the various levels and areas were perpetuated by an erroneous policy of demands 
with respect to the technicians and professionals, the best known but not the only 
reflection of which was the notorious lirear ascents. 





This was compounded by a radical attitude toward the technicians and professionals 
in many situations involving strikes, crisis handling and bargaining tables, without 
disregarding even kidnappings, attitudes against which the reaction came too late. 


We did not manage to gear the unquestionable space occupied by the technicians and 
professionals in the CCOO movement during the struggles of the period 1972-1977 to 
the new situation after the establishment as a union, and converted the technicians 
and professionals into little more than technical aides for the negotiations with 
the business firms, or remembered them before the union election campaigns. 


In turn, the integration of union cadres emerging from among technicians and profes- 
sionals into the union structure caused a certain amount of “organic” separation 

from the technicians and professionals as a whole; and hence the criticism of 
"laborist" attitudes directed toward these union cadres was by no means unjustified. 
The very platforms of demands put the specific demands of the technicians and profes- 
sionals in the form of final postscripts, which the negotiating c.mmittees often 
forgot once other basic points had been gained. 


The result has been that an affiliation of technicians and professionals which was 
not even massive in 1976-1977, but which could have been, has, 4 years later, become 
an exclusively ideological affiliation, even marked by difficulties in keeping the 
PCE militants or sympathizers in union activity. 


The repercussions of this union crisis among technicians and professionals in the 
area of PCE militancy, although not fundamental, have indeed been another element 
added to the foregoing ones, when it is time to analyze the crisis of Communist 
professionals. 
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Establishing Perspectives for Work 


It is only from the analyses and the reflections that we professionals militating 
in the party make concerning our militant process and experience that we shall be 
able to devise a set of conclusions and, on the basis of them, propose a political 
endeavor for reinsertion in the sector. 


However, up until now that analysis has either not been made or it has been made on 
very partial aspects; and in any event it has not been debated or accepted collec- 
tively. 


It is not a matter of becoming steeped in an abstract or indefinite argument, but 
rather of analyzing the substantial changes in the context in which our political 
work has taken place, and the need for some new political and organizacional propo- 
sals. 


This is obviously not an exclusive issue for the militants of that sector, but rather 
one which affects the party as a whole. Nevertheless, if the initiative for it is 

to be really effective and transforming, it must arise from the groups of Communist 
professionals and intellectuals, and the party's press organs, regular organizations 
and leadership organs must pay special attention to it. 


In any event, it is essential that there be an ideological debate with and among the 
party's professionals, intellectuals and artists concerning the nature of democratic 
centralism and its role in the political structure and operation of the party, a 
probing into the ethical value of the Communist militancy in a class society, a 
thorough analysis of the 10th Congress theses and their concrete projection in the 
work of and toward that sector; and a conscious acceptance of the present PCE leader- 
ship organs as a democratic reflection of the majority of party militants. 


There must be a non-linear and non-closed application of the methods of organization 
for the professionals based on what was apnroved at the 10th Congress, which will 
establish the most suitable organic structures for them, while at the same ime 
guaranteeing their integration into the party as a whole; the inclusion of the work 
of the professionals, intellectuals and artists in the territorial structures; non- 
compartmentalization; and the objective avoidance of ghetto situations as well as 
any laborist temptation. 


These essential processes of analysis must be combined with a departure to the out- 
side, with a progressive turning toward the movements and organizations of profession- 
als, intellectuals and artists, with a presence in the neighborhood or the town; 

they must be geared to the new requirements of the political struggle in a pluralistic 
democratic society with a correlation of forces that is unfavoruble to the left; a 
suitable union policy must be developed for technicians and professionals; coopera- 
tions must be established with the professionals in the PSOE and other progressive 
sectors, from a perspective of defense and mobilization concerning the Constitution, 
the consolidation of the democratic system, the attainmert of a progressive, negotiat- 
ed solution to the crisis, etc. 


In the long run, by linking the analysis of past experience with concrete organiza- 


tional proposals and political initiatives, we shall be able to surmount the current 
crisis and to foster new movements of professionals and intellectuals, as an 


essential element for advancement toward a progressive and socialist Spain. 
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POLITICAL SWEDEN 


PAPER REPLIES TO SOVIET CAMPAIGN AGAINST JAS 
Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in Swedish 16 Feb 82 p 2 
[Editorial: "Hands Off JAS"] 


[Text] In recent months the Soviet mass media have attacked Sweden repeat- 
edly, among other things for what is called intimate cooperation with the 
United States. Undoubtedly, the campaigns are an attempt to save face after 
the U 137 incident, which was so fatal to Moscow. As always, they are 
ignoring the fact that the effect will be the exact opposite, namely that 

the average Swede will react strongly against what will be seen as an attempt 
to interfere in our internal affairs. 


On Monday the Soviet party organ PRAVDA again criticized Sweden, this time 
in the form of an article on the JAS air defense system. The article was 
written by the paper's Scandinavian correspondent Mikhail Kostokou. The 
article accuses the Swedish government of attempting to begin the project 
before the next parliamentary election, despite protests from the opposition, 
which must be understood to include the Social Democrats. Supposedly, the 
government is seeking a decision before a possible election defeat this fall. 


It is understandable that Soviet citizen Kostokou believes that the govern- 
ment is capable of deciding the fate of JAS single-handedly. In the Soviet 
Union the project would be carried out with no debate whatsoever and with 
the go-ahead of the highest leaders alone. 





It is somewhat more interesting that Moscow apparently believes that a 
Social Democratic government after the fall elections would remove JAS from 
the agenda. 


The most serious aspect, however, is that the Soviets are attempting to use 
PRAVDA to influence an internal Swedish decision. This decision will be 
made by the Swedish parliament and by no one else. The decision is not 
dictated by Saab-Scania, Volvo, General Electric, or Pratt and Whitney, as 
PRAVDA seems to think. 





If Moscow wishes to improve the climate between Sweden and the Soviet Union, 
PRAVDA should understand one thing: Hands off JAS! 
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POLITICAL TURKEY 


"LE MONDE CITES TORTURE, UPRISINGS IN PRISONS 
Paris LE MONDE in French 24-25 Jan 82 p 5 
[Article: "The European Parliament Suspends Relations With Ankara"'] 


[Text] The European Parliament suspended its relations with Ankara 

on 22 January and condemned the Turkish military regime by a vote of 
56 to 53 with 9 abstentions on a resolution moved by the communist 
group. Most of the 408 members of parliament were absent. The reso- 
lution includes a decision "not to renew the term of its members on 
the joint EEC-Turkey parliamentary commission until universal-suffrage 
elections are held." 


This vote was held 5 days before the Covncil of Europe made a decision 
to retain or expel Turkey. 


"Regrettable Mistakes" Increase 


Ankara--AGENCE FRANCE PRESSE--Some 72 people have died in prison since the military 
coup of 12 September 1980, according to "well-informed sources."' But according to 

the official martial-law statistics, only 18 people have died in prison "for various 
reasons."' When members of the last delegation of the Council of Europe Parliamentary 
Assembly visited Ankara in January, they- pressed the authorities for an explanation. 
The authorities admitted a few "regrettable mistakes" but not, as Amnesty International 
stated in its 1981 report, that "torture is so widely and systematically used that it 
has become clear that it is official policy." 


The Turkish authorities admitted that 376 cases were opened as a result of complaints 
about torture. Some 110 were rejected by military courts; 43 were followed by legal 
actions that are in progress. Some 28 police officers have so far been cunvicted; 

69 others have been released. 


In more than 16 months, only one policeman, Officer Mustafa Haskiris, has been con- 
victed of torture leading to death (that of extreme leftist militant Zeinel Abidin). 
He was sentenced to 14 years in prison but was never jailed. The court decided tu 
release him temporarily a few days before sentencing. He has disappeared. 


Newspapers cannot publish anything on these events without immediate reaction on 
various pretexts. Decree 52 does not directly affect publication of this kind of 
information, but it does forbid any political statements whatever and forces the 
press to censor itself systematically. Only a very few journalists are presently 
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under arrest for violating this decree, but none can forget that 58 colieagues 

have been convicted or are under investigation for having published articles consi- 
dered "communist propaganda" before the the September 1980 coup. The same is true 
for various other Turkish intellectuals, writers, poets, and actors under investiga- 
tion. 


In the face of the undeniable practice of torture and the conviction of a single 
perpetrator who is now in hiding, protest movements have broken out in the prisons. 
Hunger strikes are taking place in the Mamak prison of Ankara; in Metris, at Istanbul; 
and in Dyarbaki and Elazig, in the East. 


Some 50 prisoners had to be hospitalized last 5 October after one of these uprisings 
in Istanbul, and the police have arrested 5 of the relatives of the prisoners while 
15 others were wounded--as confirmed by medical records--during an official action 
with the city martial-law commander, who ordered the demonstration dispersed. One 
hunger striker has died in Dyarbakir prison, 


The Turkish authorities, faced with pressure from their European partners, can only 


reiterate the repeated statements of Prime Minister Bulend Ulusu, who admits a few 
"goofs" but says, "The practice of torture is not tolerated by our administration." 
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MILITARY FRANCE 


REPORT FROM LE BOURGET DETAILS MILITARY AIRCRAFT 
Paris L'AERONAUTIQUE ET L'ASTRONAUTIQUE in French No 6, 1981 pp 3-10 


[Article by Georges Bruner: "The French Contribution to the Air-Show Le Bourget 
1981") manuscript submitted on 23 July 1981] 


[Excerpts] The first report on the air-show Le Bourget 1981 
provides a certain amount of information or complementary in- 
formation on the following aircraft: Mirage 2000, Super Mirage 
4000, Mirage Fl, Jaguar, Super Etendard, Guardian, Atlantic ANG, 
Alpha Jet. 


Marcel Dassault-Breguet Aviation Aircraft 
Military Aircraft 
Mirage 2000 [1] [2] [3] [4] 


The five prototypes, four single-seater and one two-seater aircraft, of the Mirage 
2000 interception aircraft with air and ground attack superiority, have had a total 
of over 1,000 hours flying time and adjustments of the aircraft have been completed. 


During those trials, the aircraft reached a horizontal speed of Mach2.2 and a ceil- 
ing greater than 18,000 meters. It took 4 minutes to climb to an altitude of 
15,000 meters and it made stabilized turns at an altitude of 11,000 meters and 
aspeed of Mach 2.0. The electric flight controls operated in a completely satis- 
factory manner. 


The area of low speed flight was also explored by increasing the aircraft's attitude 
progressively up to 90° during a chandeile in which the aircraft, nose upwards, 

is practically stopped and then performs a proper stall. Although the air intakes 
stopped being fed aerodynamically during this maneuver, the SNECMA [National Com- 
pany for the Study and Construction of Aircraft Engines] M 53 [5] engine, which 
propelled the prototype, did not cease operating. 


Moreover, static tests performed in the CEAT [Center for Aerodynamic and Thermal 
Studies] validated the aircraft for real load factors that can reach 9 g and for 
rolling speeds of 270° a second. 
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The aircraft ig armed with two DEFA 554 30-millimeter internal guns with 250 rounds. 
In addition, it can carry a wide range of external loads (figure 2) attached under 
the wings and under the fuselage. 














SOLS 
Livi tN 


Load capacity (kilograms) [200] re00 | 400 | 400 | 1800] 400] «00 | 1800] 300 | 




































































Missile air-air Matra SUPER 530° e e e 
Missile Matra 550 MAGIC ee e;|°@ 
(1) Bombe de 250 kg eigsielelssieie s3| e 
(2) Bombe de 1000 kg ® ® ® 
3) Lance-roquattes de 68 mm F 4 (18) a |e 
* Lance-roquettes de 100 mm e e 
ko. Réservoir externe de voilure e e 
(6) Réservoir externe de fuselage e 
(7) Bombe de pénétration DURANDAL ©i1ssie!e¢issie]e iss e 
(8) Bombe BELUGA (cluster) @'e@;,e;|e e\|°e 
(9) C.E.M. 2 ® e 
( 10 Pod canon « e 
( 1 1 Pod reconnaissance * 
( 12 )Bystémes de guidage électro-optique © 
( 13 )Bombes 250 kg  guidage laser @' ejee|e| @ 
Missiles air-surface * « e 






































Figure 2: External load carrying capacity of the Mirage 2000. 


Key: 
1. 250-kilogram bomb 7. Durandal penetration bomb 
2. 1,000-kilogram bomb 8. Beluga bomb (cluster) 
3. F 4 (18) 68-millimeter rocket 9. [expansion unknown] 
launcher 10. gun pod 
4. 100-millimeter rocket launcher 11. reconnaissance pod 
5. external wing tank 12. Electrical-optical guidance systems 
6. external fuselage tank 13. 250-kilogram laser-guided bombs 














While the prototypes are equipped either with an M 53-02 engine with a thrust of 
8,500 daN or with an M 53-5 engine with a thrust of 9,000 daN, which will equip 
the first production aircraft until 1983. Subsequent aircraft will be propelled 
by an M 53-P2 engine with a thrust of 9,700 daN. 


The adjustment of these engines was rather long and is partly responsible for the 
delay in initiating production-line manufacture (four aircraft amonth). The pro- 
duction aircraft will fly at the end of 1982 and will be delivered to the French 
Air Torce in mid-1983. 


Another cause for delay was adjustment of the radar. The first 50 aircraft will 
be equipped with RDM (Multirole Doppler Radar) from Thomson-CSF and the next ones 
with the RDI (Pulse Doppler Radar). | 


The empty weight of the single-seater is now 7.4 metric tons and the maximum weight 
of the two-seater (Mirage 2000 B) with a 6-ton payload will probably be 16.7 metric 
tons. In addition, successful tests for stopping the aircraft with an arrester 
hook have been performed, with the aircraft weighing up to 16 tons and traveling 

at 295 kilometers an hour. 


The aircraft shown in the Air-show was the number 3 prototype carrying an ASMP 
[Medium Range Air-to-Surface] missile (a l-ton missile propelled by a ramjet en- 
gine, flying at over Mach 3 and with a range of 100 to 300 kilometers) attached 
under the fuselzge on a relatively high pod. 


India is preparing to order 125 Mirage 2000 aircraft. It would like to build the 
aircraft under license and to have exclusive sales rights in that region of the 
world. 


Two other prototypes, o£ the Mirage 2000 N, two-seater very low altitude penetra- 
tion aircraft, are being constructed and should fly in January and in July 1983. 
The aircraft, which will carry an ASMP missile, will be equipped with an EMD/ 
Thomson-CSF Antilope V radar, a terrain following system enabling it to fly at 
1,100 kilometers an hour at an altitude of 60 meters, two SAGEM inertial power- 
plants, two EMD/SAGEM computers, a TRI AHV-12 radio altimeter and electronic 
counter-measures. 


Super Mirage 4000 ,1] [2] [3] 


The only prototype of the two-seater Super Mirage 4000 fighter aircraft has per- 
formed 150 hours of flight tests that have made it possible to explore the area 
of flight. The results are remarkable and, according to the test pilots, the 
aircraft's flying characteristics exceed those of any other Western fighter air- 
craft. Work is continuing with installation and tests of the weapon systems. 


At present, the aircraft has a length of 18.7 meters, a wingspan of 12 meters, 

a wing area of 73 square meters and an aspect ratio of 2. Its empty weight is 
13,000 kilograms and its total weight is 20,410 kilograms. Its speed at an al- 
titude of 11,000 meters level flying is Mach 2.3. Its climbing speed close to 
the ground is 300 meters a second (3 minutes to climb to 15,000 meters). Its ceil- 
ing is 20,000 meters and its approach speed is 260 kilomters an hour. With three 
auxiliary 2,500-liter tanks it will have a maximum autonomy greater than 2,000 
kilometers. 
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Figure 5: External load carrying capacity of the Super Mirage 4000. 
Key: 
1. 2 long-range missiles 8. up to 14 250-kilogram or MK 82 laser 
2. 2 to 8 short-range missiles guided [bombs] and up to 4 1,000 
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In addition to its internal 30-millimeter guns, it will be able to carry twice 
as many external loads (figure 5) as the Mirage 2000. This load may reach 13 me- 
tric tons by increasing, for very short missions, the maximum weight to 30 tons 
(wing load: 410 kilograms per square meter). 


The aircraft, which will subsequently be propelled by M 53-P2 engines with a thrust 
of 9,700 daN, will be equipped at first with an RDM radar and then, later, with 

an RDI radar especially suitable for high-altitude air combat, and equipped with 
an antenna 80 centimeters in diameter, larger than on the Mirage 2000. 


At the time of its in-flight presentation, the aircraft carried an AS-30 laser 
missile built by Aerospatiale whose guidance requires an ATLIS 2 [1] laser illu- 
mination pod built by Thomson-CSF/Martin Marietta displayed statically on a mockup 
of the Super Mirage 4000. 


Jaguar [1] [3] [4] 


Five hundred seventy-nine Franco-British Jaguar training and tactical support sir- 
craft, propelled by two Rolls-Royce/Turbomeca Adour RB 178 T 260-Mk 804 [5] jet 
engines with a thrust of 3,630 daN have been ordered, about 400 of which have been 
delivered up to now. It is in service in France and the United Kingdom and it is 
exported to Ecuador, to the Emirate of Oman and to India, which recently ordered 
some. It is proposed in a single-seat version, 16.8 meters long, and in a two- 
seat version, 17.5 meters long. 


Its empty weight is 7,300 kilograms and its takeoff weight is 10,600 kilograms in 
smooth configuration and 15,000 kilograms with maximum load. It can carry a pay- 
load of 4,500 kilograms and especially the AS-30 missile. Some of the French ver- 
sions can be refueled in flight. 





Super Etendard [1] [2] [4] 


Fifty carrier-based Supér Etendard aircraft, propelled by a SNECMA Atar 8 K 50 [5] 
jet engine with a thrust of 4,950 daN, have been delivered to the French Navy and 
it is also in service in the Argentine Navy. 


The overall length of this aircraft is 14.31 meters. Its wingspan is 9,6 meters, 
with a wing area of 28.4 square meters, an aspect ratio of 3.3, an empty weight 
of 6,500 kilograms and a total weight of 12,000 kilograms (wing load: 245 kilo- 
grams per square meter, thrust to weight ratio: of 0.41). It flies at a maximum 
speed of 1,200 kilometers an hour and its ceiling is 13,700 meters. 


The French Navy aircraft have performed over 13,000 hours of flight including 600 
at night and have made 1,900 landings on the aircraft carrier "Clemenceau" in- 
cluding 160 at night. The nine aircraft in Flotilla 17 F based at Hyeres (there 
will be 12 in 1982) are conducting, at present, initial firing operations at Ca- 
zaux on SECAPEM panel-targets towed by two Super Etendard aircraft. 


Guardian [1] [2] [3] 


Forty-one HU-25 A Guardian (Falcon 20 G) aircraft propelled by two Garrett 
ATF-3-6-2C jet engines with a thrust of 2,420 daN, have been ordered by the United 
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States Coast Guard and five have been ordered by the French Navy. On 15 April 
1981, the prototype made its first flight, 1 hour 10 minutes, at Merignac. During 
that flight, it reached a speed of Mach 0.85 at an altitude of 10,000 meters. Its 
second flight was conducted at Istres where trials are continuing. 


The empty weight of the aircraft equipped without fuel is 10,500 kilograms and 
its total weight, with 4,700 kilograms of fuel, is 15,200 kilograms (wing load: 
375 kilograms per square meters; thrust to weight ratio: 0.32). Its maximum range 
will be 6.5 hours at an altitude of 7,000 meters. 






































4000 - 
| 
| 
; . i he 
; — 
3000) ; 
! 
7 
~ | 
w~\s 
ANY 3 
Nv 23 4 
rA\O 
£ | WOOSe\h | 
D 2000% aS 
= ‘oe. \3 
3 3, 
(1) s 
3S 
@ 
$ 
N 
1000 
> 
| 
| 
| 
0 : 
1000 2000 


(2) Trajet d'opproche et de retour A,km 


Figure 8: Guardian mission possibilities. 


Key: 
1. working area B, in kilometers; 2. approach and return flight A, in kilome- 


ters 


Figure 8 shows the aircraft's mission possibilities by assuming two flights A made 
at high altitude to reach the area to -be watched and to return from it and a 
working area B flown over at an altitude z. The aircraft will be able to travel 

a distance L = 2 A + B of 2,000 kilometers by flying constantly at low altitude 
(point a with A = 0 and B = 2,000 kilometers), a distance of 3,000 kilometers when 
it will maintain watch at low altitude over a 1,000-kilometer area located at a 
distance of 1,000 kilometers (point b with A = 1,000 kilometers and B = 1,000 kilo- 
meters) and a distance of 4,000 kilometers by flying constantly at high altitude 
(point c with A = 2,000 kilometers, B = 0 and point d with A = 1,000 kilometers 

and B = 2,000 kilometers). 
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At present, the aircraft is equipped with a Thomson-CSF TMV-118 Varan multifunction 
radar with pulse compression suitable for detecting small objects in a heavy sea 
and with a new Crouzet navigation system »roviding display of the tactical and 
geographic situation. 


It should be added that the wings are provided with four points for attaching ex- 
ternal loads making it possible, for example, to attach detection equipment, target 
towing cables, weapons or countermeasure antennas. A hatch, 1 meter X 0.6 meter, 
can be opened in flight for dropping relatively large loads, like, for example, 

a lifeboat. 


The Guardian may possibly give rise to new versions under study at present (figure 
9): 


A 12-passenger transport (I) with two forward-facing armchairs a, two lateral four- 
seater benches b and two armchairs c in the after cabin. The crew consists of 


two pilots seated at d and one stewardess having a jump seat e. 


An ambulance (II) for two wounded aes lying down f, a physician and two sitting 
wounded persons g and h. 


A business aircraft for top-level persons (III) with eight armchairs k. 


A small cargo aircraft (IV) with four locations for loads and four armchairs m 
and n for the accompanying personnel. 


[Figure 9 on next page] 

Atlantic New Generation [4] 

The prototype of the Atlantic New Generation (ANG) sea patrol aircraft, equipped 
with two Rolls-Royce/SNECMA type Mk 21 6,100-horsepower turboprop engines, made 
its first flight at Toulouse-Blagnac on 8 May 1981. 


The aircraft is the result of a modification of the Atlantic Mk 1 No 42 in the 
Colomiers plant. The following modifications and improvements were made to it: 


Air intakes have been added forward to improve operation of the cabin air-condition- 
ing system. 


The fairing of the wing tips housing the ESM [Electronic Signal Monitoring] an- 
tennas has been modified. This resulted, moreover, in increasing the wingspan 
from 36.3 meters, the area to 120.3 square meters and the aspect ratio to 11.6. 


The top of the fin has been modified and the apex has been reduced. 

The MAD [Magnetic Anomaly Detector] has been lengthened. 

The forward turret of the FLIP [forward-looking infrared] system has been modified. 
The brakes equipping the Messier wheels have been strengthened owing to the in- 
crease in the total weight of the aircraft (46,200 kilograms, corresponding to 


a wing load of 380 kilograms per square meter and a load of 3.8 kilograms per horse- 
power). 
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Figure 9: Possible new versions of the Guardian aircraft. 


The onboard emergency generator is now &Turbomeca/ABG-SEMCA Astadyne 600-1 A with 
a power of 60 kVA (instead of 22), a pressure of 3.6 bars and an output of 0.91 


kg/s. 


The metal Llades of the Ratier propellers will be replaced with considerably 
lighter blades made of composite material. 


The 360° panoramic radar remains retractable. 
The bomb compartment measures 1 meter.X 2.1 meters X 9 meters. 


The navigation system includes two inertial systems set on Navstar satellites and 
a central computer. 
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The aircraft will be equipped with sonobuoys, depth charges and torpedoes for anti- 
submarine missions, marker flares, reconnaissance and missile containers, especially 
AM-39 air-to-surface missiles capable of flying close to the water at speeds ap- 
proaching the speed of sound for missions against surface ships. These loads will 
be attached on four attachment points under the wings. The two inboard points 

can hold a 1,000-kilogram load and the outboard points 750 kilograms (a total of 
3,500 kilograms). 


Two types of missions are envisaged: a fast mission carried out at around 700 
kilometers an hour (action radius 1,750 kilometers, duration 5 hours) and a slow 
mission at 280 kilometers an. hour (action radius 1,100 kilomters, duration 8 
hours). The maximum distance traveled in the armed version will probably be 5,600 
kilometers. The convoy distance may reach 8,300 kilomters and the maximum patrol 
time will probably be 14 hours. 


The second prototype will fly in March 1982. The 42 production-line aircraft or- 


dered by the French Navy to replace the Neptune aircraft will begin to be delivered 
in 1986. 
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MILITARY FRANCE 


ENGINEERS' FUNCTION, PLANS FOR UPDATING EQUIPMENT OUTLINED 
Paris LE FIGARO in French 26-27 Dec 81 p 5 
[Article by Pierre Darcourt: "Engineers Expecting New Equipment"] 


[Text] The Engineer Corps, born from the need for constructing, defending and 
attacking fortified places in the past, has become a full-fledgd branch indispen- 
sable to the effectiveness of a modern army. Over the centuries, a number of spe- 
cialties as diverse as sappers, blasters, electrical engineers, telpher builders, 
pontoon bridge builders, railway sappers, technical intelligence specialists have 
been added to the Corps of Military Engineers established by Vauban. 


The Engineer Corps, a “combat branch" in wartime, has a dual combat mission: to 
assist the mobility of our forces (to open the way) and to hinder the enemy's 
mobility. In peacetime, it participates in constructing, maintaining and operating 
the permanent military infrastructure. Its engineers and its technicians act every 
time that a new barracks is to be built, a new missile silo prepared, a road built 
on difficult or "restricted" terrain. Its action is extended both to metropolitan 
France and to the overseas military area. 





Since the reorganization of the Armed Forces in 1977, the action of the Engineer 
Corps has been incorporated in maneuvers on the same basis as the other branches. 
Owing to this, the number of combat engineering units brought to the forward areas 
is greater in the armored divisions at the rate of one regiment per DB [Armored 
Division] and two regiments per army corps. 


, Mobility and Countermobility 


The effectiveness of an armored division rests essentially on the speed of its 
action, its fire power and its ability to change attitude frequently. These char- 
acteristics will have their full effect only if, during the entire duration of 

the battle, its freedom of movement is preserved and the enemy's freedom of move- 
ment is hindered. This dual mission falls on the DB's engineering regiment equip-- 
ped with suitable means for a high degree of performance. 


Mobility support requires polyvalent equipment for performing work of opening up 
several routes outside the enemy's direct fire, for maintaining communications 

of the logistic lines and for preparing access to "gaps." In the area of river 
crossing (a "liquid gap" in ~ilitary jargon), most of the amphibious armored ve- 
hicles of the large units can cross directly without too much difficulty, but the 
rest of the vehicles cannot doso without the pontoon bridges and the self-propelled 
ferries of the Engineer Corps. 
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The second operational mission of the Engineer Corps: countermobility, that is 
to say the creation of obstacles or destruction of the enemy's penetration routes. 


The threat gives a special aspect to this kind of combat. The potential enemy, 
ultramobile and aggressive, has a considerable numerical and equipment superiority. 
Regardless of the outcome of the engagements, the Engineer Corps will have to oper- 
ate with sharp checks. It can do this by setting up pinpoint obstacles (antitank 
mines, abatis, sabotage) or by mining strips of terrain for several kilometers. 

Its earthwork equipment can also prepare firing emplacements very quickly on a line 
organized for blocking or delaying enemy advance. It can also set up attack teams 
equipped with specialized materials (flame throwers, special explosives) suitable 
for participating in attacking strong points or for street combat. Some of its 
units, like the first company of the 35th RI [Infantry Regiment], are also spe- 
cialized in urban combat. 


The diversity of the missions and operations of the Engineer Corps in wartime na- 
turally require very specialized equipment. The quality of the personnel in this 
branch is excellent. But the Engineer Corps, present since the reorganization 

of the structures in all the large units, is in a difficult situation of expectation, 
because the major part of the stock of its main equipment in service is reaching 
obsolescence. 


Question of Delays 


Its senior officers hope that replacement of its equipment will be accomplished 
within the scheduled times. This future equipment exists and another part of the 
appropriation needed for producing them is available. Other equipment is in pro- 
cess of production. Certain equipment exists only in the prototype status. This 
equipment covers the whole range of the Army's operational needs. It is a question 
of an armored engineers’ vehicle (opening and closing routes), a rapid means for 
mine clearance (an AMX 30 chassiswitha heavy duty engine equipped with gripping 
arms holding "flails" turning at high speed to dig through the ground), motorized 
floating bridges (PFM) consisting of independent caissons and set up very quickly, 
mine distributing or burying vehicles, earthwork vehicles, heavy bridge-laying 
devices. 


The principal French antitank and antipersonnel mines of the latest generation 

are extremely powerful. The fact remains that the replacement equipment worthy 

of the best foreign products developed by the military engineers and technicians 
will not be in service before several years. Therefore, during that long interval, 
our battle corps will be outclassed in mobility and limited in its actions for 
hindering the enemy. 
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MILITARY FRANCE 


BETTER PROTECTION FOR ARMY BASES PLANNED 
Paris LE MONDE in French 16 Dec 81 p 14 
{[Article: "Commandos to Protect Army Bases"] 


[Text] Establishment of commando units to protect Army bases is being considered 
by the minister of Defense, following the example of wiist has already been or- 
ganized for defense of Air Force bases. This is what Charles Hernu announced, 
last week, to the deputies who heard him in the Defense Committee after the theft 
of weapons from the Foix mobilization center. 


When Hernu was questioned by Louis Arinot (PS, Manche), Jean Combasteil (PCF, Cor- 
reze) and Yves Lancien (RPR, Paris), he confirmed (LE MONDE for 1 December) that 
from now on military personnel responsible for guarding mobilization centers will 
be equipped with nonautomatic weapons supplied unloaded. 





Before the theft of weapons from Foix, the sentries had a cartidge clip in their 

pockets in an envelope to be torn open to load their individual means of defense. 
From now on, the weapon can be only the 49-56 semiautomatic rifle (firing single 

rounds) with a clip (five round, on the average) inserted in the weapon but with- 
out a cartridge in the chamber. Therefore, the sentry will have to pull the bolt 
to load the barrel in case of an alert. 


Thus, weapons firing in bursts, like the automatic pistol or the new FAMAS-Clairon 
attack rifle, are eliminated. In this way, it may be thought that risks of acci- 
dents and “unfortunate mistakes" tied tv a sentry's imprudence are limited. 


It is pointed out, in military circles, that this kind of procedure precedes the 
method of utilization of the weapon in a "state of war" when a soldier on an ap- 
proach is supposed to keep his weapon on safety but with a cartridge loaded in 

the barrel. It is also pointed out that operation of the bolt by the sentry, while 
the customary challenges are made, may be a deterrent factor to discourage possible 
aggressors. 


In addition, Herny told the deputies that the Army is planning to establish conm- 
mando units to protect its bases, like those protection sections (consisting of 
active-duty personnel and specialized draftees) that are peculiar to all the Air 
Force bases, alongside the traditional Air Force military policemen. On bases 
containing aircraft, there are also guard-dog squads consisting of masters with 
their guard dogs. Up to now, the Army has resorted to self-protection, in each 
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regiment in which the officers and soldiers in the unit stood guard duty while 
on active duty. 


Finally, the minister of defense stated that about 20 of the 64 mobilization centers 
in existence at present will be eliminated by regrouping in less isolated barracks. 
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MILITARY FRANCE 


MILITARY ELECTRONICS FIND LARGE EXPORT MARKET 
Paris ELECTEONIQUE ACTUALITES in French 29 Jan 82 p 9 
{article Signed G. B./ 


Lrext/ 


The vulnerability of our professional military electronics industry, both 
commercial and political, will prompt it to a more systematic development 

of spinoffs from military research. This turn towards the civilian sector, 
which is well under way, should be pursued along the line of contact between 
present civil and military needs, with complex components of data processing 
and display elements. 


With a commercial surplus of Fr 7 billion, the professional sector is with- 
cut a doubt the brightest jewel in the crown of French electronics. But 
the weight of the military in this professional electronics sector, which 
is preponderant by more than half, is not without its attendant problems, 
for reasons not so much of political as of commercial morality. 


Vulnerability 


Indeed, the position of French military electronics--the second ranking 
world exporter--though satisfying, is nonetheless vulnerable for the medium 
term, and many observers of the profession think that maintaining its share 
of the market is already a difficult goal for the decade. Several reasons 
are cited: overdependence on certain markets--for three fourths of French 
exports go to the Middle East, a region for which market studies foresee a 
certain saturation of demand; limited financing capacity of most potential 
new clients; growing competition within Europe; emergence of new potential 
competitors, such as Brazil, Australia, and Indonesia, ase an indirect re- 
sult of generalized compensation practices and technological transfers. 

To those fears are added political signs that Japan is seeking to obtain 
reconsideration of the prohibition which prevents it from playing a role in 
military markets. 


The question is surely not one of reducing military research and develop- 
ment investment to the benefit of "civilian" investment. No one appears to 
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be thinking seriously of that, and the prospects described above would ra- 
ther prompt an opposite reaction. Several debates held during the National 
Conference on Research showed the problem rather to be one of building 
bridges between military research and the private sector, and cf exploring 
somewhat more systematically the spinoffs from the former. 


Indeed, development of spinoffs from military research has been very exten- 
sive, so much so that it can no doubt be said that French professional ci- 
vilian electronics has sprung directly from military activities. 


Those repercussions are difficult to evaluate. Some are quite direct and 
consist of a simple transposition achieved at the industrial 1 vel, as is 
the case for aeronautical equipment, and in large measure for space (laun- 
chers); others are rather indirect and situated at the level of general 
technological mastery, as is the case for hyperfrequency techniques, in 
which expertise acquired essentially for military applications has had an 
accelerating effect on communications by hertzian wave beams, both civilian 
and military, which themselves are at the origin of techniques used for 
telecommunications satellite transmission. 


Such examples can be multiplied, and include mobile radio communications, 
navigation systems (inertial, radar, and satellite), simulation, ultra 
high frequency tubes, infrared, laser, etc. 


At the same time, just as many examples can no doubt be cited in which 
such spinoffs have not been developed as they could have been in our coun- 
try: for civilian security systems, of which we are largely importers at 
the middle and lower range; for medical uses (infrared, lasers); for ins- 
trumentation (laser telemetry, for example); for automation and robotics, 
which are extensively used in weapons laying systems; and for high defini- 
tion visualization systems as used in'radar, which have not engendered a 
real French industrial capacity to approach the advantageous market for 
computer-assisted design or graphic equipment. 


It will be answered that the nature of military demand is very different 
from civilian demand, and that it is difficult for the same industrial 
structure to function in both sectors. Bvt results for the past 5 years 

in professional electronics indicate the exact opposite, the military share 
of the market having dropped from 70 percent to 50 percent today. 


The fact that almost all military programs are today conducted with the 
ambition to export, which is the only way to amortize them, and the grow- 
ing practice of cooperation, result in giving those markets an aspect in- 
creasingly like civilian markets in which considerations of competition 
and cost are far from secondary. 


Again, it will be objected that quality standards are very different. But 
are not things coming together here as well? Military standards are today 
increasingly applied cutside military programs. Are not performance and 
reliability included in the notion of quality, and does not the whole 
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Jepanese success lie in adopting for the broad mass market quality standards 
of production within the limits of those set for military products? 


A Few Common Priorities 


Those roints of convergence make it possible today to define certain prior- 
ity lines of effort capable of helping French military electronics maintain 
itself at its excellent level, while at the same time spurring new civilian 
capabilities, not only in the professional sector, but also for the broad 
private consumer market, for telecommunications, or for industrial uses. 


The first of these sectors appears to us to be that of components in which 
military needs for very high integration, and in which packaging problems, 
converge with those affecting all data processing. Gallium arsenide might 
be one such priority, for its applications in radar data processing have 
made it possible to finance its study, and important mass applications are 
perceived today in satellite television receeivers and tuner decoders. 


A second sector might be signal data processing: first because it conditions 
all activities for the most important military market, that for electronic 
warfare materiel; and secondly because it links with such varied fields as 
redicirne, control of industrial processes, or forms recognition. 


Another sector in which military and civilian concerns converge is human- 
machine communication, and particularly visualization. The ergonomic ex- 
perience of the military, and the reliability standards which today ap- 
proach those required for automobiles, for example, should play a most im- 
portant role in this field. 
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MILITARY FRANCE 


BRIEFS 


SEP DEVELOPS NEW WEAPON--"The short-range (300 to 600 meters) unguided antitank 
missile: this will be our top priority in 1982," declares Pierre Soufflet, presi- 
dent of the SEP [European Propellant Co]. For at the conclusion of development of 
it out of its own funds, in collaboration with the GIAT [Land Armaments Industry 
Group] for the hollow charge, there is the prospect of a formidable market, one by 
which the company's turnover could be doubled starting in 1990, not counting the 
immense export outlets. Vis~a-vis its competitors (Manurhin, etc), the SEP would 
be technically in the best position. This is due to the use of state-of-the-aru 
technologies developed within the framework of the Ariane, M-4 programs, etc: 
composite-material launching tube (weighting 1.6 kg, it withstands a pressure of 
100 bars), unprecedented antirecoil system, etc. ‘The first experimental firing 
is planned for the end of the year, but the SEP is already thinking of automated 
production of this missile; it would provide one-third of them (2,000 to 3,000 
missiles per month). Since it has little experience in large-run manufacturing, 
it will obtain the aid of the GIAT at this stage of the planning. [Text] [Paris 
L'USINE NOUVELLE in French 21 Jan 82 p 37] 11267 ee EN 








NEW TANK DELIVERED--The 503rd battle tank regiment is receiving the first AMX 30 B2 
tank today at Moumelon (Marne). This tank, derived from the AMX 30, is to meet the 
requirements of the Army in the framework of modernization of its stock of armored 
vehicles. It differs from the AMX 30 in considerable technical improvements: new 
power unit equipped with a new 5-ratio transmission, couple converter with automa- 
tic aiming, hydrostatic direction, improved fire control: day/night telescope 

and 10 wide-field periscopes, counterrotation, laser: telemeter telescope to the 
gunner with integrated fire control, light intensification equipment for driving, 
observation and firing, low light level television monitors for the gunner and 

the tank commander. The tank's performance has been evaluated. It has more all- 
terrain mobility, more reliable driving and is more flexible than the AMX 30. It 
is also more effective in day and night battle, owing to its fire control, which 
enables it to hit on the first round, especially against moving targets, with a 
short action time. Two hundred seventy-one of this type tank are to be built and 
730 AMX 30 tanks will be modernized by receiving the same equipment, in order to 
remain operational until construction of a new battle tank scheduled to go in ser- 
vice in 1990. [Text] [Paris LE FIGARO in French 14 Jan 82 p 7] 10042 
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CCNTRACT WITH SAUDIS=--A Franco-Saudi military contract for "construction 
and enlargement of certain insta?lations intended for training cf Saudi na- 
val forces" has just been signed by defense ministers of the two countries 
during a visit to Riyadh by M Hernu.e. The contract, valued at Fr 11 billion, 
comes under the Franco-Saudi "Sawari" agreement for development of the Sau- 
di navy, signed in 1980, for a total of Fr 14 billion. The accord rrovided 
for delivery by France of 4 corvettes, 2 refueling tankers, 24 Daughin heli- 
copters, and a coastal defense system. Major industrial suppliers are, in 
order of importance: Thomson-CSF, Aerospatiale, and Matra. ftext/ fraris 
ELECTRONIQUE ACTUALITES in French 5 Feb 82 p 3/ 6145 
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MILITARY NORWAY 


STRAY DEFENDS PRESTOCKAGE, MANEUVERS WITHOUT BLOC OBSERVERS 
Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 10 Feb 82 p 4 
[Article by Harald Brynildsen] 


[Text] Bardufoss, 9 Feb--"Prestockage is necessary in the light of military 
events for which we in NATO are not responsible. We are taking defensive 
steps in line with our established policies," the defense minister, 

Minister Anders C, Sjaastad stated at a press conference in Troms on Tuesday 
evening. 


"It does not promote political calm and stability on the northern flank to 
represent these defensive measures in a manner that has no support in 
reality," the minister said in clear reference to recent statements from 
Moscow, including a description of Norway as a "NATO launching pad." All 
parties would be best served if prestockage were seen as a defensive measure, 
according to Sjaastad. 


On the practical aspects of prestockage the minister stated that it would 
begin this summer in Trondelag and would involve equipment for an American 
mobile unit, a Marine Amphibious Brigade (MAB). The materiel must be stored 
first in existing buildings, but permanent sites gradually will be built. 
The minister stated that it certainly was possible already to receive and 
store the American equipment in Trondelag with maximum utilization of 
existing buildings and other sites. To begin construction of permanent 
storage sites as soon as possible, it may be possible for Norway to finance 
the construction work in advance until the NATO infrastructure could take 
over. 


Sjaastad also said that there seemed to be hope for certain progress in 
preparations for stockpiling equipment for a Canadian battalion, i. e. a unit 
of about 1,000 men. This equipment will be stored in northern Norway and 

the minister said that Troms would be a natural site. He pointed out that 
negotiations had been under way with Canadian authorities for such a storage 
site since 1976 and he was pleased that some progress now may be made. The 
minister also pointed. out that the present government had proposed appropri- 
ating 91 million kroner for the first phase of equipment stockpiling for a 
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Norwegian Combined Regiment in North Norway. All in all, much progress has 
been made with all three main concepts in prestockage, according to the 
minister. 


He also announced that it now was only a matter of weeks before a decision 
would be made on the type of missile defense that would be chosen for our 
air bases. "It seems that this matter has been on the agenda forever and it 
is about time something happened," Sjaastad stressed. Not quite as soon, 

but at least within several months, a decision may be made on the purchase 
of new submarines. Billions of kroner are involved in both cases. The army 
also needs new materiel, with regard to both big guns and anti-tank defenses. 
The defense minister chose not to say when such materiel could be obtained, 
however. It would probably take "a year or so," he said. 


Sjaastad also stressed that defense was a high priority and that there 
probably would be a "decent defense budget in 1983," even though our country 
is in a difficult economic situation. Sjaastad also pointed out that Norway 
was one of the countries that had lived up to the NATO request of at least 

a 3 percent increase in defense budgets. 


When asked why no observers from Eastern countries had been invited to 

NATO maneuvers in Troms this March, the minister stated that such invitations 
were not deemed appropriate on this occasion. He stressed that Norway was 
not obligated to invite any observers to these maneuvers because far fewer 
than the 25,000 men indicated in the Helsinki Agreement were involved. He 
also emphasized that invitations were not often forthcoming from Eastern 
countries, at least when such small-scale maneuvers were involved. Such 

was the case for recent maneuvers in Czechoslovakia. 


Another question raised at the press conference dealt with military shooting 
ranges. "It seems strange to me that in a country such as ours with so many 
mountains that it would be difficult to find suitable ranges," Sjaastad said. 


The minister is on his first tour as defense minister of divisions in North 


Norway. He will continue from Troms to Finnmark and all the way to 
Kirkenes before returning to Oslo on Friday evening. 
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GENERAL FRANCE 


SPACE, AERONAUTICS INDUSTRY SEEN LACKING ENGINEERS 
Paris LE FIGARO in French 1 Feb 82 p 7 
{Article by Pierre Kerlouegan] 


[Text] Although France has over 2 million unemployed, aeronautics 
and space industrialists are finding it difficult to recruit per- 
sonnel for all levels in their firms. 


The aerospace industry, whose expansion is going to continue thanks to the success 
of the Ariane rocket and the European Airbus aircraft, currently employs 111,500 
persons. That reflects an increase of close to 3 percent in 1 year. If we exclude 
office personnel, the main work force consists almost entirely of highly special- 
ized employees: workers, draftsmen, supervisors and engineers. 


In the case of the latter, it cannot yet be said that there is a shortage, but the 
danger level has nevertheless been reached. Temporarily light workloads are re- 
stricting new hiring here and there, but the threat remains and must be taken seri- 
ously. 


The reason is that although they represent only 15 percent of the total number em- 
ployed by the aerospace industry in France, engineers are the system's keystone. 
Their training period is lengthy--at least 5 years of higher education--and must be 
followed by several years of practical experience before yielding results. One can 
therefore imagine what the consequences would be for the French aerospace industry 
if the number of available engineers on the labor market were to stagnate further. 


Concern 

Since the brain drain is not a very widespread phenomenon in France--at least for 
the moment--there has been some questioning as to the other reasons why the young 
graduates turned out every year by the institutes training engineers for the aero- 


space industry are no longer enough to meet the demand. 


To tell the truth, no one has yet come up with a satisfactory answer. But two 
facts have been noted. 


The first concerns pay: assuming equal levels of skill, it is as high in the aero- 
space industry as it is in similar sectors of activity open to engineers. 
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The second reveals a situation which has caused little concern until now and one 
against which there is little defense: as soon as they leave their school, a number 
of young graduates prefer to go into other industries. The National Institute of 
Aeronautics and Space Technology ("Sup'Aero"), which is the source of such engineers, 
grants about 120 degrees every year. But only 60 percent of its graduates choose 
the aerospace industry. The others go into transportation, petrochemicals, tele- 
communications, government service, or even banking. 


As a result of the solidarity contracts that may be signed in the firms--meaning 
the early retirement of many engineers aged 55--there is reason to fear that the 
brain deficit will grow worse, with the additional regrettable circumstance that 
the most experienced engineers will be lost. 


Incidentally, the same concern is found in other indusiries as well--data process- 
ing and electronics, for example. In a study devoted to this phenomenon, the Elec- 
tronics Industries Group writes in particular: “Our firms today are faced with 
serious difficulties in recruiting engineers. This jeopardizes their development 
plans, weakens their ability to export, and compromises their possibilities for cre- 
ating jobs." The study also points out that the loss in export earnings has to- 
taled 1 billion francs over the past 3 years and that the number of jobs not cre- 
ated stands at between 5,000 and 10,000. 


One Engineer for Four Openings 


Whatever the reasons for the shortage, the conclusion stands out clearly: it is nec- 
essary to train more engineers without lowering entrance standards at the same time 
(that is, without sacrificing quality). Andre Flourens, the institute's director, 
says: "For every student who graduates from Sup'Aero, the aerospace industry has 
about four openings available. To overcome that handicap, it would be necessary to 
train 5 percent more engineers every year between now and 1990." 


But for that to happen, there will have to be more applicants for the various en- 
trance examinations at the institutes. Of the 30,000 young French earning their 
Baccalaureat "C" every year--and thus becoming eligible for scientific studies-- 
10,000 enter preparatory classes (2 years of advanced mathematics) for the purpose 
of trying their chances in one of the various entrance examinations for the insti- 
tutes, and those institutes are not concerned solely with the aerospace industry. 
That school population, whose numbers are not tending to increase, is obviously in- 
sufficient in terms of the numbers needed. 


And if the government promotes research in coming years as much as it says it will, 
the demand for engineers is going to increase appreciably, whereas even the current 
needs are being met only with difficulty. The problem is not hopeless. But it 
seems that with the exception of the Ministry of State for Scientific Research and 
Technology, the danger has not been clearly perceived in the ministries concerned. 
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GENERAL GREECE 


PROTOCOL OF COOPERATION SIGNED WITH ARAB UNION 
Athens ELEVTHEROTYPIA in Greek 29 Jan 82 p 14 


[Text] A protocol of friendship and cooperation in three areas (international, 
Arab-world, and bilateral relations) was signed yesterday by the president of the 
Technical Chamber of Commerce of Greece, Mr. Desyllas, and by the president of the 
Palestinian Engineers Association, Mr. Marouan Abdezhamid. 


Mr. Abdezhamid, at the head of a three-member Palestinian representation, made a 
two-day official visit to Greece at the invitation of the Technical Chamber of 
Commerce. 


The conversations took place within the framework of the strengthening of Greek- 
Palestinian realtions as announced during Yasser Arafat's visit to Athens last 
December. 


It was decided to organize a meeting to take place in Athens at the end of the year, 
on the subject of the "role of engineers in the Mediterranean area engaged in the 
development of their countries and the area in general" and a seminar, to take place 
in Greece, on petroleum technology with the participation of Palestinian specialists. 


The Association of Palestinian Engineers, whose honorary president is Yasser Arafat, 
has 30,000 members who reside all over the world. 


The president of the Association of Palestinian Engineers is also the vice president 
of the General Association of Arab Engineers. 


"The purpose of this meeting," the president of the Association of Palestinian 
Engineers told ELEVTHEROTYPIA, "is for us to continue, in a more substantive way, 
the policy of frienship begun by Andreas Papandreou and Yasser Arafat and to make 
every effort, as civil engineers, to strengthen the economy of Greece with the co- 
operation of the Arab countries and, at the same time, for Greece to contribute to 
the development plans of the Arabs." 
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GENERAL GREECE 


PAPANDREOU ACCEPTS CASTRO'S INVITATION TO VISIT HAVANA 

Athens ELEVTHEROTYPIA in Greek 29 Jan 82 p 1 

[Text] Premier Papandreou yesterday accepted an invitation from Cuban leader 
Fidel Castro to visit Havana. The invitation was contained in a handwritten, warm 
letter form Castro addressed to the premier and deliverd by the Cuban envoy to 
Athens. The date of the premier's trip to Havana will be set via diplomatic channels. 


One will recall that it was recently decided and announced that the establishment 
of embassies of Greece in Havana and of Cuba in Athens had taken place. 
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GENERAL GREECE 





CHURCH'S POSITION ON CIVIL MARRIAGE, ADULTERY ASSAILED 
Athens ELEVTHEROTYPIA in Greek 21 Jan 82 p 1 


[Text] Cut off from reality for sometime now by the conscience of the people, our 
holy fathers have let their strident voices be heard. 


Insulting each other, using vulgar language against the heads of the Greek State, 
and engaging in brawls as though they were customers in low class dives, they 
finally came to a unanimovs decision concerning civil marriage, which is a monu- 
ment to obscurantism, worthy of those who drafted it. 


"Civil marriage," they say, "constitutes not only fornication and adultery, but 
also the violation of the teachings of the dogma on the mysteries." And they 
advise the people "with maternal love" (!), that "members of the Greek Orthodox 
Church who contract civil marriage place themselves, of their own volition, outside 
the Church..." 


We ask the people: "Who are these unreal individuals, these medieval fossils, who 
dare to insult you in this manner and to booby-trap your path? 


"Who are these black-robed individuals who are trying, with a thousand excuses, 

to keep our people outside the civilized world only because they do not want to 

lose their salaries and, in this particular case, the fee they collect for celebrat- 
ing the wedding ceremony? 


"Who are those who characterize as "fornication and adultery" (who? they [the priests] 
phooey:) a union recognized in the entire Christian world by other denominations? 


"Who are they? Why do you ask them, you statesmen? Why do you listen to them? 

Why do you consider them as being alive when they are dead? Let them stay in their 
corner and engage in brawls and shout and deliver "decisions." Go forward. Long 
ago the hierarchy, by its position and its behavior, has betrayed its scheming and 
scorned the people. And the people, by the same token and using the same scorn, 
turn their eyes towards the State." 
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GENERAL GREECE 


ANTI-RACIST SYMPOSIUM HELD IN ATHENS 
Athens I AVGI in Greek 8 Feb 82 p 6 


[Text] Tomorrow, at 10 am, the mayor of Athens, Mr. Dim. Mbeis, will open the 
sessions of the second Symposium on Racism at the "Akropol Palace" hotel. Ministers, 
deputies, representatives of all the parties, as well as all Arab ambassadors, 

were invited and will attend this symposium. Messages of greeting to the symposium 
will be sent by the diplomatic representative of the PLO and the representative of 
the Arab Association. 


The symposium was organized by the (reek branch of the International Organization 
to Abolish All Aspects of Racial Discrimination, (EAFORD) in cooperation with the 
Center of Mediterranean Studies, which six months ago was recognized by the UN 

as its responsible consultant on matters of racial discrimination. 


In addition to the Greek speakers, French writer Elisabette Matieu, Professor 
Alfred Moly, Rabbi Elmer Berger, and the representative of Namibia, Sam Hlatawaio, 
will participate. 


Finally, Yasser Arafat sends his message to the symposium through the representa- 


tive of the Executive Committee of the PLO, Zakaria Ambou Giekhia, who will also 
be a key speaker at the symposium. 
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GENERAL GREECE 


KKE REPRESENTATIVE'S VISIT TO POLAND 


Athens 0 RIZOSPASTIS in Greek 26 Jan 82 p 1 


[Text] Invited by the Central Committee of the Polish United Workers Party, 

comrade Stratis Tsambis, member of the Politburo of the Central “ mmittee of KKE 
visited Poland from 19-23 January 1982. He was received by comrade Kazimir 
Barchikowski, member of the Politburo and secretary of the Central Committee of 
PZPR [Polish United Workers Party]. He held discussions with comrade Jozef Zirek, 
member of the Politburo and secretary of the Central Committee, and comrade Marian 
Ozehowski, secretary of the Central Committee. He became acquainted with the cur- 
rent political and economic problems in Poland and, among other things, the beginning 
of the implementation of the economic reform. He also visited the factory which 
produces "Kaspak" radios. 


The representative of the KKE reported on the struggle of the Greek communists on 
behalf of the interests of the workers for progressive changes in the political 
and social life. He expressed support for the measures taken by the PZPR to over- 
come the social and economic crisis in Poland. 


The conversations took place in a spirit of mutual understanding and in a cordial 
and friendly atmosphere. 


The PZPR and KKE agreed to develop further the friendly cooperation, based on the 


principles of marxism-leninism and proletarian internationalism, in order to strength- 
en the unity of the international communist and workers movement. 
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